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Out and About 
with The GEM 

Page 14 

m 

Wales and the Six Nations 

SEE FEATURE ON PAGES 16-17 

m 


SANDVILLE VOLUNTEERS HOLD SPECIAL LUNCH! 



Sister Gwyneth Poacher and her team 
posing with all the Sandville volunteers 
present for a special lunch. 

(SEE MORE PICTURES AND 
A REPORT ON PAGE 4). 


Call for NHS inquiry 
after a patient dies 

in Bridgend A&E 


Two brothers are 
sentenced 
over drug sales 

(READ THE FULL 
STORY ON PAGE 10) 



X 



Comparing 
us could 
save you 
money! 

We specialise in: 

• Car insurance 

• Motorcycle insurance 

• Boat insurance 

• Caravan insurance 


THE Princess of 
Wales Hospital in 
Bridgend has said 
that staff are 
“deeply saddened” 
after the death of a 
man whose admit¬ 
tance to the A&E 
department was 
delayed by four 
hours, writes 

PHILIP IRWIN. 

The case, which has 
now attracted national 
media interest, took place 
last Thursday, January 
16. 


Call in to the office at: 

Id Dunraven Place, 
Bridgend, CF31 1JF 



or call 


01656 
^ 679702 


Authorised and LOCal family 

regulated by the 

Financial Conduct [],. ® .. 

Authority established in 1963 


• Property/Landlords 
Insurance 

• Commercial Vehicle 
insurance 

• Public Liability 
insurance 

• Household insurance 

• Business insurance 

• Motortrade Insurance 

• Travel insurance 


In a statement, a 
spokeswoman for 

Abertawe Bro 

Morgannwg University 
(ABMU) hospital trust 
said: “We are deeply sad¬ 
dened to report the death 
of a patient in the 
Emergency Department 
of the Princess of Wales 
Hospital on January 16. 
We wish to express our 
sincere condolences to 
the patient’s family. 

“The patient was 
admitted to the depart¬ 


ment at 11am, and two 
hours later became sud¬ 
denly very unwell. 
Despite efforts by staff to 
resuscitate him, he later 
died. 

“Prior to being admit¬ 
ted to the department, the 
patient was in an ambu¬ 
lance, attended by para¬ 
medics, for over four 
hours. 

“The Princess of 
Wales Hospital 

Emergency Department 
was extremely busy at 
the time - and, unfortu¬ 
nately, there were delays 
admitting patients as a 
result. The patient was 
assessed by a doctor 
while in the ambulance. 

“The Coroner has 
been informed of his 
death, and the Health 
Board is carrying out an 
urgent review of the case 
to ascertain what lessons 
can be learned, and if this 
very sad death could 
have been avoided. It is 
too early at this stage to 
comment any further.” 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 10) 


> FREE Microchipping for your' 
dog from Dogs Trust* 

Dogs Trust Rehoming Centre 
Court Colman Farm, Pen Y FaL 
Bridgend. CF31 4NG 

Mon 27th Jan 1pm-6pm 
Tues 28th Jan 11am- 3.30pm 

www.cNf>mydog.orgAii( 
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Pencocd WFs 


varied year 


LOOKING back 
over 2013,1 was 
amazed at all our 
Pencoed WI had 
done - the varied 
speakers covered 
everyone’s taste. 

Through them, we 
visited snowy mountains 
and beautiful scenery, 
had lots of laughs with 
the brighter side of 
dancing and learned 
about a Victorian 
Christmas, Blood 
Bikes, Dr William Price 
and life in Malaysia. 

We celebrated our 
10th birthday with a 
party - birthday cake 
and games. 

The lunch club 
enjoyed some great 
meals and among the 
craft club projects we 
made bracelets, neck¬ 
laces, an autumn flower 
arrangement and a pret¬ 
ty box which we then 
filled with our own 
marzipan sweets. 


We also have a book 
club and a walking club. 
Our summer outing was 
a great success. 

We had members tak¬ 
ing part in whist, scrab¬ 
ble and a quiz, all 
organised by Glamorgan 
Federation, who also 
held a number of other 
events which our mem¬ 
bers enjoyed. 

These included a 
council meeting where 
Wynne Evans (Mr Go 
Compare) was the guest 
speaker and a carol con¬ 
cert at St David’s Hall 
which featured a WI 
choir and Only Men 
Aloud. 

For more information 
about Pencoed WI, ring 
Val on 01656862181, or 
Pat on 01656861289; or 
come to a meeting as a 
guest. We mee on the 
second Tuesday of the 
month at Pencoed 
Welfare Hall. 

PAT PHILLIPS 


Help us keep 
Poppy and 
Clyde together 


The GEM is in partnership with the 

Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 

animals in their charge at Bridgend 
rehoming centre 

(Telephone: 01656 725219) 

THIS 

WEEK, we 
are making 
a special 
appeal for 
two devoted 
pals who 
suffered a 
tragic loss. 

A spokes¬ 
woman 
explains: 

“Poppy and 
Clyde are an 
older pair, who 
came to us 
together as their 
owner had sadly 
died. 

“They are 
very attached, 
so we want to 
find them a 
home together. 

12-year-old 

Poppy is a small Spaniel cross, and 10-year-old 
Clyde is a lurcher. 

“They are both lovely, friendly dogs who really 
love each other and people. They are looking for a 
quieter home, as although they are young at heart, 
they still like their moments of rest. 

“They can live with children of eight years of 
age and over. They enjoy their exercise little and 
often, and Clyde will need a bit more help in the 
home to lose some weight - that means no sneaky 
snacks! They are already housetrained, good trav¬ 
ellers, and will make lovely companions for some¬ 
one.” 

If you are able to offer Poppy and Clyde a 
home, please call 01656 725219, or pop into Dogs 
Trust, Court Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, CF31 
4NG. It is open 12pm-4pm, every day except 
Monday. 

The spokeswoman added: “We are also appeal¬ 
ing for donations of towels and blankets, our stock 
has run very low in the wet and cold weather. ” 



POPPY AND CLYDE. 


• Email your letters to The Editor at: 

gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 
including your FULL NAME, 
ADDRESS, AND PHONE NUMBER 



Harmony 







• 



‘ ii 

' 




Harmony choir looks 
hack (and forward) 
to yet more success! 


WHAT a busy year 
2013 was for 
Harmony! We have 
performed several 
concerts for care 
homes in Kenfig 
Hill, Porthcawl, 
Bridgend, Maesteg, 
Brynmennyn and 
Port Talbot. 

We have also staged 
many charity concerts 
and accompanied 
Wendy Murphy’s other 


SUSTAINABLE 
WALES advisor, 
Robert Minhinnick, 
launches his latest 
book, Island of 
Lightning, at the Stage 
Door, Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, at 8pm, on 
Wednesday, February 
12 . 

At 160 pages, pub¬ 
lished by Seren for 
£9.99, it is a collection 
of over 20 separate 
pieces, set all over the 
world, from China, 
Manhattan, Buenos Aires 
to Malta. 

But Wales plays an 
enormous part in the 
book, with descriptions 
of the Porthcawl Elvis 
festival, a Cardiff sal¬ 
vage yard, trespassing in 
Pen-y-Eai, and a vivid 
account of the Cynffig 
river. 

Island of Lightning is 
described by the publish¬ 
er as “an exhilarating 
combination of poetry, 
magic realism and wan¬ 
derlust”. 

Robert said: “Island of 
Lightning is set both 
home and abroad. 

“Also it concerns my 
past, when I was an 
enthusiastic trespasser in 
Cwrt Colman. 

“The collection con¬ 
cludes with a story of an 
imaginary future set in 
Pink Bay, when Wales is 
beset by alarming new 
weather. Highly appro¬ 
priate considering recent 


choir, Bois Afan male 
voice choir, at two pres¬ 
tigious concerts (the last 
one raising over £700 
for charity). 

We were asked to 
sing in the Marriott 
Hotel in Cardiff at a 
charity ball to help raise 
funds for the Macmillan 
Trust, where a consider¬ 
able amount was raised, 
and we took part in a 
concert for The 
Garnwen Trust, which 
raised about £800. 


events.” 

So, it’s a wide ranging 
new volume by this 
established Porthcawl 
writer, who has twice 
won Wales’ ‘Book of the 
Year’ and twice the 
Eorward Prize for ‘best 
individual poem’. 

Music on the night 
will be provided by Peter 
Morgan. Admission is 
free. 


Central Church invit¬ 
ed us to sing at their St 
David’s Day concert, 
which was the first of 
their fundraising events. 
Harmony has helped 
many smaller charities 
throughout the year to 
raise money for differ¬ 
ent causes. 

We accompanied the 
Gleemen at last year’s 
hospital fete for the sec¬ 
ond year running, along 
with Cor Meibion. 

The charity concerts 
that Harmony attended 
helped to raise thou¬ 
sands of pounds 
throughout the year. 

This year, we will be 
helping the Mayor’s 
Appeal in Bridgend at 
the Heronston. 

Harmony sang at sev¬ 
eral weddings in 2013 
and now already have 
four bookings for the 
beginning of 2014. 

Our annual concert in 
October proved to be a 
success with new reper¬ 
toire and even getting in 
a few dance moves with 
Tina Turner’s ‘Proud 
Mary’. Wendy Murphy, 
our MD and accompa¬ 
nist, works hard select¬ 
ing some great music 
for the ladies and we all 
know we are very lucky 


to have her. 

Christmas was a very 
busy time for Harmony; 
we were in Blanco’s in 
November, and in 
December, we sang 
outside Asda. Thank 
you to everyone who 
supported our money 
buckets; it’s very much 
appreciated. 

Also in December, 
we sang in Trinity 
Church, Porthcawl, 
Maesteg stage square in 
the market; in the 
evening we sang with 
Bois Afan in Cwmavon; 
then Abergarw Care 
Home and Maesteg 
Masonic for Central 
Women’s Society. 

December 18 was 
Harmony’s Christmas 
charity concert with 
proceeds going to The 
British Heart 
Eoundation - we raised 
around £300. 

December 19 was our 
last concert of 2013, in 
the Towers, Swansea. 

If you would like to 
book us for any event 
that you are planning or 
would like to join, con¬ 
tact Mrs Shan White 
(01656 739377). 

LYNWYN DIXON 


Local midwives in 
line for an award 


FIVE midwives from ABMU 
are in the running for national 
awards for their innovative 
work, after Tanneke Berwick 
and Susan Preece from 
Princess of Wales and Julie 
Austin, Chris Jones and Enfys 
Rogers from Singleton 
Hospital reached the finals of 
the 2014 Royal College of 
Midwives Annual Awards. 

The winners were due to be 
announced at a ceremony in London 
yesterday (January 22). 

Tanneke, Susan and Enfys, ABMU’s 
specialist bereavement midwives, are 
shortlisted for the NMSE award for 
bereavement care. 

They visit families at home and in 
hospital, providing support and coun¬ 
selling to parents to help them through 
their grief. 

This has helped them form relation¬ 
ships with the parents to identify areas 
that could be improved - such as sup¬ 
port in future pregnancies, as this is a 


time of great anxiety for most women. 

Last year, in conjunction with the 
Child Bereavement Trust, they held the 
first study day in Wales and they pro¬ 
vide regular training sessions for mid¬ 
wives and for doctors. 

Tanneke and Susan also helped set 
up the Bro Morgannwg Baby Loss 
Support Group. This has charitable sta¬ 
tus and has raised more than £30,000 
to date, funding two children’s gardens 
of remembrance where memorial serv¬ 
ices are held, memory boxes and more. 

Tanneke said: “ABMU is the only 
health board in south Wales to employ 
dedicated bereavement midwives. We 
are passionate about the service we 
provide and extremely proud of our 
achievements to date.” 

The ABMU head of midwifery, 
Cathy Dowling, said: “This is again an 
excellent achievement in being recog¬ 
nised nationally for the care and serv¬ 
ice our mid wives provide to mothers, 
babies and their families. To have one 
entry shortlisted would be a great 
achievement but to have two is credit 
indeed to the midwifery staff.” 


‘ISLAND OF 
LIGHTNING’ 
LAUNCHED 
AT PAVILION 


MP SIGNS 
HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL 
VOLUME 

TO mark 
Holocaust 
Memorial 
Day, 

Bridgend MP 
Madeleine 
Moon signed 
the Holocaust 
Educational 
Trust’s Book 
of 

Commitment 
in the House of Commons. 

The book remembers those who died during the 
Holocaust as well as honouring the extraordinary 
Holocaust survivors who work tirelessly to educate 
young people about what they endured. 

Mrs Moon (above) said: “Holocaust Memorial 
Day, January 27, marks the anniversary of the liber¬ 
ation of the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz- 
Birkenau - and is an important opportunity to 
remember the victims and survivors of the 
Holocaust. 

“I encourage all constituents to mark the day and 
to join in the fight against prejudice and intoler¬ 
ance.” 

Karen Pollock MBE, chief executive of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust, said: “We are proud 
that Madeleine Moon is supporting Holocaust 
Memorial Day. It is vitally important that we both 
continue to remember and learn from the appalling 
events of the Holocaust - as well as ensuring that 
we continue to challenge antisemitism and all 
forms of bigotry. ” 



The success of 
the Sandville 


MYNYDD CYNFFIG WI NEWS 


ON Tuesday, 
January 14, we had 
saw our first meet¬ 
ing of the new year 
in the Talbot 
Institute, as our 
usual venue is hav¬ 
ing a new roof fit¬ 
ted. 

We had a good 
turnout of members, and 
the meeting was chaired 
by Enid Rymer, who 
also read the minutes. 

New trips and events 
were discussed including 
the Glamorgan Show. 

Our guest speaker was 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher, 
who gave us a very 
interesting talk on how 
the Sandville Self Help 
Centre has progressed 
from humble beginnings 


to the centre it is now. 
and a trip for members 
to visit the Sandville 
centre in the summer 
was discussed. 

As friends of the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre, a cheque of £250 
was presented to Sister 
Gwyneth, which she was 
pleased to accept on 
behalf of the Sandville. 

Tea and biscuits fol¬ 
lowed. 

Our next meeting will 
be on Eebruary 11 when 
our guest speaker will be 
Sylvia Twilley, and the 
talk will be on ‘Denman 
College.’ Here’s hoping 
the rain will have 
stopped by then, and our 
new roof will be fin¬ 
ished. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 30) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

23 Thur 

10.27 

8.6 

22.53 

8.4 

24 Fri 

11.15 

8.2 

23.47 

8.1 

25 Sat 



12.17 

8.0 

26 Sun 

00.53 

7.9 

13.38 

7.8 

27 Mon 

02.26 

7.9 

14.54 

8.1 

28 Tues 

03.36 

8.5 

16.07 

8.7 

29 Wed 

04.39 

9.2 

17.06 

9.4 

30 Thur 

05.39 

9.9 

18.07 

10.0 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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It’s regeneration 
recrimination time 

as two AMs take on BCBC! 


THE decision of Morrisons 
supermarket group to pull out of 
Porthcawl, led to sharp 
exchanges last week between 
Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) and two region¬ 
al Conservative AMs. 

When the dust settled, it looked as if it 
was deja vu all over again, as council 
chiefs insisted that Morrisons had pulled 
out for the same reason as Tesco had pre¬ 
viously - a board level decision to cut 
back on investment in new stores. 

The AMs, Byron Davies and Suzy 
Davies, were cast in the Lady Bracknell 
role, as in “To lose one supermarket is 
unfortunate - to lose two sounds like 
carelessness! ” 

In reality, it wasn’t quite like that. The 
two AMs had claimed that Morrisons had 
questioned the viability of the scheme, 
and added that the supermarket was being 
asked to pay too much to fund the associ¬ 
ated works that will accompany the 
scheme. 

BCBC Deputy Leader David Sage 
said: “It is only now, a full month later, 
that we have received a letter explaining 
what happened. 

“The reason why the investment board 
of Morrisons decided to pull their plan 
was not due to some perceived flaw in the 
process, but because the company made a 
decision to reduce its national capital 


I by PHILIP IRWIN 

budget for 2014-15. Now that we know 
this, I think it is clear that the regional 
AMs have assumed rather a lot.” 

Suzy Davies, who is Shadow Welsh 
Tourism Minister, said that she was sure 
that BCBC must, by now, regret the con¬ 
fidential agreement regarding the various 
land interests involved in the scheme. 

She also had grave doubts that a “bog- 
standard” supermarket would provide the 
necessary draw to boost PorthcawTs 
tourism trade. 

“There is little point in duplicating the 
supermarkets which people can get to in 
Bridgend or other nearby towns. 

“The land at Salt Lake represents 
Porthcawl’s main chance of providing 
itself with tourism and leisure facilities 
which would draw in visitors but which 
local people could also use. 

“Wasting this prime site on an unambi¬ 
tious scheme is inexcusable. What we 
need now from the council is some imag¬ 
ination and vision about how to take 
Porthcawl forward into the 21st century.” 

Coun Sage responded: “Our entire 
approach to the Porthcawl Regeneration 
has been realistic and pragmatic. 

“While a foodstore has never been the 
ultimate aim of the scheme, it has an 
important role to play in delivering fur¬ 
ther benefits for the town. 

“The plans already include the provi¬ 


sion of a suitable leisure facility, but the 
regional AMs are assuming that this alone 
would be viable enough to achieve full 
regeneration. 

“If it was, the council would have been 
inundated by developers wishing to pro¬ 
vide such facilities years ago. 

“And a landowner’s agreement is nec¬ 
essary regardless of what development 
takes place, because the council simply 
does not own all of the land required.” 

Byron Davies wanted to know if 
BCBC had approached Sainsbury’s about 
taking Morrisons’ place, and the two AMs 
have put in a Freedom of Information 
request asking what is happening. 

He said: “I have it on good authority 
that the council is avoiding going to the 
second-placed bidder because the sum of 
money offered by Sainsburys was a lot 
less than that offered by Morrisons.” 

On this point, Coun Sage had this to 
say: “It’s particularly surprising to hear 
Byron Davies announce that the council is 
not going to go to the next highest bidder. 

“He may assume this, but the fact of 
the matter is that a final decision has yet 
to be made, and the council is considering 
all options for how we can deliver this 
part of the Porthcawl regeneration.” 

The AMs have also formally asked 
BCBC about progress on the re-negotia- 
tion of the owners’ agreement.with the 
Evans families 


NANTYMOEL PUPILS ARE NOW 
THE KINGS OF THEIR CASTLE! 



WITH its far- 
reaching views 
across the Ogmore 
Valley countryside, 
Nantymoel would 
have made a prime 
spot for a castle in 
years gone by, as 
children at the vil¬ 
lage’s primary 
school are finding 
out, thanks to a 
new addition to 
their playground. 

A large wooden play 
area in the shape of a 
castle, complete with 
13-foot high turrets, has 
been created at the 
school thanks to 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
youth offending team. 

Also featuring a 
wooden train that chil¬ 
dren can climb around 
and play inside, the new 
play area was built by 
young offenders as part 
of their voluntary work. 

Youth offending 
workers taught 12 young 
people aged between 15 
and 18 the building 
skills and techniques 
required to carry out the 
building work and then 
supervised the project as 
it took shape over three 
months. 

Headteacher Alyson 
Jones was delighted 
with the result, saying: 
“The new play area is 
really popular with our 
pupils, and they were 
involved in the process 
from the start too, hav¬ 
ing a say on what they 
would like to see built. 

“They voted for a cas¬ 
tle as the main design. 


while the train is a nod 
to the local area’s indus¬ 
trial heritage. 

“Before embarking 
on this project, I spoke 
to the headteacher at 
Brynmenyn Primary 
School about a similar 
wooden play area that 
had been completed 
there by the team, and 
they were full of praise. 

“Our new play area is 
a huge asset for the chil¬ 
dren as it can be used at 
playtimes and as a stage 
for performances, while 
in the summer we hope 
to bring classes out for 
story times and use it as 
an outdoor classroom as 
well.” 

She added: “This was 


probably the only way 
that a school such as 
ours could afford to have 
equipment like this built 
in our playground and I 
am already talking to the 
youth offending team 
about some other possi¬ 
ble future projects that 
could be carried out at 
the school.” 

Coun Huw David, 
BCBC’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for children and 
young people said: 
“This project is an 
example of the excellent 
work being carried out 
by our youth offending 
team to engage young 
people in something 
positive. 

“Our youth offending 


service is unique m 
South Wales in being 
able to offer young 
offenders the chance to 
take part in skilled proj¬ 
ects such as this thanks 
to the building experi¬ 
ence that the team has. 

“The work that has 
been carried out at 
Nantymoel Primary 
School is of a profes¬ 
sional standard and, in 
addition to benefiting 
the school, has taught 
the young people who 
created it some invalu¬ 
able skills such as being 
disciplined, how to take 
pride in their work, and 
work as part of a team. 

“Additionally, it has 
also helped with their 


self-esteem and confi¬ 
dence by seeing that 
they can achieve some¬ 
thing really worthwhile 
after putting in the nec¬ 
essary graft.” 

Young offenders will 
soon begin work on a 
new a music studio at 
the court house in 
Maesteg, and BCBC’s 
youth offending team is 
also keen to hear from 
any other community 
groups or schools who 
are interested in finding 
out more about how 
young offenders could 
support their projects. 

Contact Tyrone 
Hughes or Kevin Reeves 
on 01656 815655 for 
further details. 


Police thank 
community 
after Maesteg 
man sentenced 


AT Cardiff Crown 
Court on 

Wednesday, 
January 15, Ryan 
Maguire, of 

Hermon Road, 
Maesteg, pleaded 
guilty to offences 
relating to attempt¬ 
ed theft and 
attempting to per¬ 
vert the course of 
justice. 

He was sentenced to 
13 months in prison. 
Maguire is also on 
licence for a previous 
drug trafficking matter 
- this sentence does not 
expire until November 
2015. 

Detective sergeant 
Michael Maund, of the 



ABOVE: 

RYAN MAGUIRE. 
Bridgend public pro¬ 
tection team, said: 
“This investigation was 
assisted by the mem¬ 
bers of the local com¬ 
munity and we are very 
grateful to them for 
their support. 

“South Wales Police 


is committed to meet¬ 
ing the needs of our 
communities. 

“This investigation 
is an example of dedi¬ 
cated police officers 
working on a complex 
investigation which 
resulted in the guilty 
plea of Ryan Maguire 
to the charges against 
him at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

“I would like to 
thank the community 
of Maesteg for its assis¬ 
tance and re-iterate 
that the commitment of 
the officers who serve 
their local communi¬ 
ties, when combined 
with the assistance of 
members of the public, 
is a deterrent to anyone 
who takes part in ille¬ 
gal activities.” 


Police appeal after 
dog food is stolen 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation, following a 
burglary at a pet 
store in Pyle Garden 

Care home 
manager 
nominated 
for award 

A BRIDGEND care 
home manager has 
been nominated for 
a national award 
for good practice. 

Diana Purnell, of the 
Foxtroy House residen¬ 
tial home in Tondu, is up 
for the ‘My Home Life 
Cymru’ award in this 
year’s Age Cymru 
Awards. 

Age Cymru presents 
its awards each year to 
groups or people who 
have a made an out¬ 
standing contribution to 
older people’s lives. 

Age Cymru’s chief 
executive, Ian Thoma, 
said: 

“The purpose of the 
Age Cymru Awards is to 
celebrate and recognise 
the outstanding contribu¬ 
tions that groups and 
individuals make 
towards improving the 
lives of older people 
across Wales. 

“I’d like to congratu¬ 
late Diana Purnell on 
this no mi nation and wish 
her the best of luck in 
her category.” 

Age Cymru will be 
announcing the winner 
of the Age Cymru 
Awards at its gala dinner 
and awards ceremony at 
the Cardiff Hilton on 
February 28. 

For tickets to this 
event, which will be 
hosted by Arfon Haines 
Davies, contact the Age 
Cymru fundraising team 
on 029 2043 1555. 


Centre between 
5.30pm on Tuesday, 
January 14 and 
9.30am the follow¬ 
ing morning. 

Access was gained 
into the site ofZoar’s 
Ark Pet Store by cutting 
through perimeter fenc¬ 
ing and removing about 
10 pond pumps and 
around 20 large bags of 
dog food. A quantity of 
cash was also taken 
from the till. 

Detective Sergeant 
Chris Warner from 
Bridgend CID said: 

“This was an unusual 
incident, and we are 
appealing to anyone who 
may have any informa¬ 
tion concerning this theft 


LOCAL residents 
are being invited to 
give their views on 
how walking and 
cycling routes 
should be developed 
in Bridgend and 
Pencoed. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council 

(BCBC) is preparing to 
upgrade the town’s facil¬ 
ities, and residents can 
have their say on the 
developments, whether 
they are keen cyclists, 
enjoy a leisurely week¬ 
end stroll, or want to start 
cycling or walking to 
work or school. 

Cardiff-based social 
design company, ARK 
LAB, which is helping 
the council to implement 
the consultation, will be 
hosting a series of on¬ 
street consultation events 
in Bridgend and Pencoed 
to help people contribute 
their opinions to the proj¬ 
ect at Bridgend Shopping 
Centre, Brackla Street, 


to contact us. 

“Have you been 
offered the chance to buy 
any bags of dog food or 
a pond pump? 

“Did you see anything 
suspicious in the area of 
Pyle Garden Centre on 
the night in question? 

“If so, or if you have 
know anything about the 
theft which may be of 
assistance to us, please 
contact the police. ” 
Anyone with any 
information is asked to 
telephone Bridgend CID 
on 101, or free and 
anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111 quoting reference 
number 62140013913. 


9am-2pm on Saturday, 
January 25; Pencoed 
Centre (opposite the war 
memorial), 3pm-5pm on 
Saturday, January 25. 

Coun Phil White, cab¬ 
inet member for commu¬ 
nities, said: “This is a 
great opportunity for 
cyclists and walkers of 
all abilities to have their 
say on which facilities 
and routes should be 
available in Bridgend 
and Pencoed. 

“The recent success of 
Britain’s cyclists in the 
Tour de France and at last 
year’s Olympics has real¬ 
ly inspired people to take 
up cycling, so it’s impor¬ 
tant that we get our 
routes into gear by mak¬ 
ing sure they are safe and 
accessible.” 

To find out more about 
the project, or to have 
your say on the develop¬ 
ments, visit the consulta¬ 
tion pages at www.brid- 
gend.gov.uk or visit one 
of the on-street consulta¬ 
tion events. 


‘Put walk and 
cycle routes on 
the right track’ 
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Special lunch for Sandville volunteers 



ABOVE: Jacqui Adams, entertainment organiser, with 
the finalists of the quoits competition. 


IT has become a 
tradition that every 
year, Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher 
and her staff at the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre, Ton Kenfig, 
entertain the army 
of volunteers who 
support the founda¬ 
tion, to a lunch at 
the centre. 

For this special lunch, 
the volunteers were 
treated like royalty. On 
arrival, they were wel¬ 
comed with a glass of 
wine by Gary Banks, the 
house manager, and 
were waited on by 
Gwyneth, Irene Keene, 


Report and images 
hy KEITH 
E MORGAN 


trustee, and Peggy 
Parish, the secretary. 

They did all the serv¬ 
ing of the lunch and the 
washing up afterwards. 
The catering was provid¬ 
ed by the Prince of 
Wales Public House at 
Kenfig. 

There are 89 volun¬ 
teers on the books at 
Sandville and 60 turned 
up for the lunch. After 
enjoying a hearty meal, 
the volunteers were 
entertained by fellow 
volunteer Jacqui Adams 
who ran a number of 
houses of Bingo, fol¬ 


lowed by a raffle, the 
first prize of which was 
won by, guess who. 
Sister Gwyneth and it 
wasn’t a fix! 

Jacqui finished off the 
entertainment with a 
knock-out game of 
Quoits with the winner 
91-year-old Mrs Rita 
Piper walking away with 
the Championship cer¬ 
tificate and prize after 
scoring 90 points in the 
final round. A marvel¬ 
lous achievement con¬ 
sidering that Rita is very, 
very short sighted. 

As with all the volun¬ 
teers’ lunches, the after¬ 
noon was finished off 
with the obligatory 
group photograph. 


BOOST YOUR CV WITH 
VOLUNTEERING ROLE 


IF you have been unemployed 
for a while and need to boost 
your CV, have you thought 
about volunteering? 

Bridgend Association of 
Volunteering Organisations (BAVO) 
has over 300 registered voluntary 
organisations with a wide range of 
volunteering opportunities throughout 
the area for all ages and abilities. 

A spokeswoman explained: 
“Through one to one interviews at its 
volunteer centre in Maesteg and in a 
range of outreach premises throughout 
Bridgend County Borough, your skills 
and interests can be matched with a 
vacancy that best suits you. 

“Volunteering placements can range 
from working in a charity shop, admin 


support, befriending, mentoring, sup¬ 
porting people with special needs, 
driving, becoming a trustee and lots 
more!” 

A recent volunteer supported by 
BAVO said: “Volunteering has been 
very helpful and given me the valuable 
experience to take into employment. 

“Make a difference to your life and 
others! Providing a real service to the 
community, volunteering can boost 
your confidence, improve your 
chances of getting a job, enable you to 
meet new people and learn new 
skills.” 

For further details, call BAVO, tele¬ 
phone 01656 810400; or visit 
www.volunteering-wales.net which 
has details of volunteering opportuni¬ 
ties in your area. 
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Sister Gwyneth Poacher on the left with her team, Irene Keene, a trustee, 
Gary Banks, the house manager, and Peggy Parish, the secretary. 


Pencoed pupils^ 
fundraising 
helps support 
local family 



Left to right: Ms S Kulpa, 
Mr D George, Mrs A 
Griffiths, Saffron Foster, 
Phoebe Crews-Rees, with 
Cerys Grifiths (front). 


\ _ 

YEAR-12 pupils at Pencoed 
Comprehensive School raised 
£1,420 in their Christmas Fair 
last December. 

This year’s chosen charity was 
‘Cymorth i Cerys’, a trust fund set up 
to provide funding for additional 
equipment and treatment for Cerys 
Griffiths, a pupil at Croesty Primary 
School in Pencoed. 

Pupils were delighted to welcome 
Cerys, along with her mother and sup¬ 
port assistant to an assembly for the 
cheque presentation. 

Mr David George, headteacher, 
said: “The fair is an annual charity 
fundraising event organised by pupils 
as part of their Welsh Baccalaureate 
course. 

“I am very proud of our year-12 
pupils for all their hard work and the 


consequent large amount of money 
they’ve been able to donate to the 
trust, which has been established in 
order to help Cerys be more independ¬ 
ent in the future.” 

Mr and Mrs Griffiths wrote to 
pupils, thanking them for their hard 
work and fundraising efforts which 
were very much appreciated.” 

They added: “Thank you all so 
much for even thinking of Cerys. She 
is a very lucky little girl.” 

Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM online? 

bridgend- 
todajj. co.uk 



A delighted Sister Gwyneth Poacher after 
winning first prize of the raffle. 




Jacqui Adams presenting the quoits 
competition winner, 91-year-old Mrs 
Rita Piper, with her certificate and prize. 


Who wants to 
build what 
and where? 


Mrs T Evans - 5 Caerau 
Road, Maesteg - 
Change of use of ground 
floor front room from 
hairdressing. 

Mr J Lewis - 4 Ty Bryn 
Gardens, Pencoed - 
Kitchen extension. 
Trecco Bay Holiday 
Park - Land rear of 94 
Beach Road, Trecco 
Bay Holiday Park, 
Porthcawl - Retention 
of secure jet ski storage 
enclosure; previous 
approval 
P/06/1262/FUL. 

Ms S A Bryant - The 
Cottage, Main Road, 
Coy church, Bridgend - 
Single storey extension, 
first floor extension over 
existing garage, rear fac¬ 
ing balcony and internal 
alterations. 

Mr AC Lane-15 De 
Turberville Close, 
Porthcawl - Single 
storey extension, rear 
canopy and associated 
works. 

BCBC Children 
Directorate - Former 
Ogmore Comp (Spout 
Hill), Abergarw Road, 
Brynmenyn, Bridgend 

- Refurbish and minor 
alterations including 
internal and external 
doors and windows, 
reception canopy, 
remove classrooms and 
provide additional park¬ 
ing. 

Mrs G Torkington - 
Lyndale, 13 
Bryneglwys Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Replace 
single storey outbuilding 
with single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Riverside Industrial 
Equipment - Riverside 
Industrial Equipment 
Ltd, Trewsfield Estate, 
Tondu Road, Bridgend 

- Proposed office and 
workshop. 

Mrs Nicola Prior - 24 

High Street, 
Pontycymmer - First 
floor bedroom extension. 
Vodafone Ltd - 
Telecommunication 
Mast, Penylan Farm, 
Aberkenfig - Install 


replacement 17.5m mast 
with 4 X antenna and 
RRUs and relocate two 
dish antenna and feeder 
cabling to cabinets. 
Vodafone Ltd - 
Telecommunication 
Mast, J Davey 
Builders, Hendre Road, 
Pencoed - Install 
replacement 17.5m mast 
with 4 X antenna and 
RRUs and relocate two 
dish antenna and feeder 
cabling to cabinets. 

Mr Terry Lardeau- 
Randall - Cliff Cottage, 
Cottage Gardens, 
Laleston - Various 
works to 10 trees within 
conservation area, 
including felling. 

Mr C J P Jones - 58 
Salisbury Road, 
Maesteg - Single storey 
rear extension, loft con¬ 
version including front 
dormers and internal 
alterations. 

Ashmoore Skatepark Ltd 
- 8F Litchard 
Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend - Change of 
use of vacant building to 
indoor skate park (D2 
use class). 

Vodafone Ltd - Rear of 
Cornelly Garage, Heol 
Each, North Cornelly - 

17.5m galvanised steel 
grey pole, 6 antenna and 
RRUs and three new 
cabinets. 

Ms B Evans - 52 Mill 
View, Maesteg - Raise 
height of roof, loft con¬ 
version and dormer 
extension. 

Mr W Evans - 23 ly 
Merchant, Pencoed - 
Demolish single storey 
extension and rebuild 
two storey extension. 

Mrs J James - Land 
rear of 114-118 Cwrt 
Coed Park, Maesteg - 
Erection of one two- 
storey bedroom dwelling 
with garage. 

Mr D Williams - Rear 
of 29-34 Cwrt Pant yr 
Awel, Lewistown - 
Inclusion of land within 
curtilage and retain gar¬ 
den structures. 
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Gang caught 
breaking 
into empty 
cannabis 
factory 


{COURT TOLD) 


Porthcawl USA set their 
ambitions for year ahead 


A GANG of four 
men had a shock 
when they broke 
into a cannabis fac¬ 
tory in Barry to dis¬ 
cover that all the 
plants growing the 
drug had been 
taken away, Cardiff 
Crown Court 
heard, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

The police were swift¬ 
ly on the scene and 
arrested two men hiding 
in a nearby garden. 
Another was caught 
when spotted by a police 
helicopter climbing over 
a fence after losing a 
shoe, said prosecutor 
Tracey Lloyd-Nesling. 

Daniel Whelan (29) of 
Bryn Gwili, Pencoed, 
Geraint Lodwick (22), of 
Rhymney, Cardiff, Ian 
Lang (36) of Rogerston, 
Newport, and 

Mohammed Hafiz (26) 


of Barry Road, Barry, 
each admitted a charge of 
burglary. 

Whelan was jailed for 
40 weeks and Lodwick 
and Lang for 32 weeks. 
The sentences were sus¬ 
pended for 18 months, 
and each was also 
ordered to carry out 180 
hours of unpaid work. 

Hafiz, who was said to 
have previous convic¬ 
tions for burglary, was 
jailed for 18 months. 

The first three defen¬ 
dants were ordered to 
pay a victim surcharge of 
£ 100 . 

Ms Lloyd-Nesling 
said they broke into what 
was a disused cannabis 
factory in Barry Road, 
Barry, but when they got 
in, they found there was 
no cannabis. 

They fled the scene 
but the police arrived 
swiftly and carried out 
arrests. 

Judge Daniel Williams 
said: “You four formed a 


team to burgle a house. 
Your true target was 
cannabis. You used a 
Mercedes Sprint van and 
the police were forced to 
use a helicopter to arrest 
Hafiz.” 

David Pinnell for 
Whelan said he had a 
productive family life 
and custody would undo 
his good work in the past. 

Adam Sharpe for 
Lodwick, said that at the 
time of the offence, he 
had been taking cannabis 
and cocaine, but had 
since addressed his use 
of drugs. 

Lang’s counsel. Hash 
Salman, urged the court 
to draw back from a cus¬ 
todial sentence and 
added that reflectively, 
he was a man of good 
character. 

Kevin Seal for Hafiz, 
said he fell into the cate¬ 
gory because of past con¬ 
victions, where he could 
have received a three- 
year sentence. 


WE read that adult 
learning budgets 
are “set to be 
slashed by around 
37.5 per cent.” 
Whatever the actu¬ 
al figure, it appears 
that, sadly, we can 
expect a reduction 
in the present pro¬ 
vision due to the 
financial deficit 
that has to be 
addressed. 

Perhaps now is a 
good time to look for 
alternative ways to 
allow your learning to 
continue. 

You need look no 
further than the 
Universities of the 
Third Age that are rep¬ 
resented in most parts 
of Wales. 

Porthcawl U3A in 
particular is a powerful 
provider of low cost 
educational opportuni¬ 
ties provided on a day 
to day basis that will 
not be affected by the 
cuts. 

Whilst also providing 
a wide range of social 
activities including vis¬ 
its to places of special 
interest, as well as 
arranging social events. 

The organisation can 
boast that it is providing 
over 35 learning, inter¬ 
est groups that meet 
regularly and includes 
the study of languages 


ie Russian, German, 
Spanish, French and 
Welsh. 

But also playreading, 
computing, book read¬ 
ing, philosophy, as well 
as a listener’s guide to 
music and art history 
and appreciation. 

The singalong, arts, 
and painting groups are 
very popular as are the 
conversations, story¬ 
telling, and writing for 
pleasure sessions. 

Apart from the busy 
craft group, Latin and 
the Romans, food in 
Britain and the garden¬ 
ing groups that are also 
flourishing. 

Knowledge is sought, 
but no qualifications are 
offered or expected. 

This unusual way of 
learning takes place in a 
pleasant and informal 
atmosphere at comfort¬ 
able venues around the 
town of Porthcawl. 

Another advantage of 
using Porthcawl U3A to 
continue your adult 
learning is the fact that 
absolutely no examina¬ 
tions are ever involved. 

The learning takes 
place at an individual’s 
own pace in a relaxed 
atmosphere and mem¬ 
bers come and go as 
they please. 

We are all sorry to 
read that the county 
adult learning pro¬ 
gramme is currently 
under such threat but by 


connecting with the 
Porthcawl U3A now 
you can be sure that 
alternative learning will 
continue to be available 
to you for the foresee¬ 
able future. 

Monthly talks also 
help U3A members to 
develop their knowl¬ 
edge on the most unusu¬ 
al and interesting of 
subjects. 

This week, one of 
our convenors, 

Elizabeth Bower, pro¬ 
vided a detailed talk on 
Crimea, situated in the 
Ukraine and part of 
Russia. 

Elizabeth has visited 
the country twice and 
was therefore able to 
eloquently illustrate the 
places of interest and 
the historical events of 
the past. 

We were shown pic¬ 
tures of historical inter¬ 
est such as Sevastopal, 
Balaklava, Niznegorsky. 

We were reminded of 
the Yalta Peace 
Conference attended by 
Winston Churchill, 
Eranklin Roosevelt and 
Joseph Stalin that 
helped to end World 
War Two and certainly 
determined how the 
spoils were to be 
shared. 

Even more dramatic 
perhaps was reference 
to the Crimean War and 
the battlefield where the 
charge of the Light 


Brigade took place so 
many years ago and 
which is now a vine¬ 
yard. 

Anyone wishing to 
receive more informa¬ 
tion about Porthcawl 
USA should telephone 
01656 783663. 


to join us as our plans 
for the new year show 
that there is something 
for everyone in our pro¬ 
gressive programme of 
events. 

You can expect an 
enjoyable learning 
experience! 


It is an excellent time CLIVE MORT 

THANKS FOR 
RESPONSE TO 
CHILDRENS 
TOY APPEAL 


MENTAL Health 
Matters Wales would 
like to thank gener¬ 
ous local people who 
donated toys and 
gifts to our 
Christmas Toy 
Appeal. 

Martin Gough of the 
White Horse public 
house in Coychurch and 
Bridge FM were dona¬ 
tion locations for gifts to 
be left. 

This was the third year 
that Mental Health 
Matters Wales have 
organised the Christmas 
Toy Appeal, providing 
children and young peo¬ 
ple under the age of 18 
years with gifts they 
would not normally 
receive, due to financial 


deprivation. 

Some gifts were donat¬ 
ed to Women’s Aid, 
Bridgend. All other gifts 
went to other disadvan¬ 
taged families in the bor¬ 
ough. 

We’d also like to 
extend a further thanks to 
Iain Inman of Parc 
Thistle Hotel in Cardiff 
for his contribution to the 
Community Cafe 

Christmas party. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on free services pro¬ 
vided by Mental Health 
Matters Wales, go to 
www.mhmwales.org or 
telephone 01656 767045. 
ALUN FLETCHER, 
Mental Health Matters. 
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Charity night is a big hit for the Sandville 
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Photos by KEITH E. MORGAN 


ALL proceeds from the Twelfth Night 
fancy dress ball go to the Sandville Self 
Help Centre at Ton Kenfig. 

As reported in last week’s GEM, Barclays Bank, 
Porthcawl, is the main supporter of the event and 
matches £750 against the raffle, which this year 
realised £850; a total of £1,600! 

The fancy dress ball itself was, as usual, a great 
success with the order of £2,500 being raised for the 
evening. 

The raffle draw took place on the following day 
with young Cameron Beale drawing out the winning 
ticket for the first prize. Believe it or not, despite the 
huge odds against an identical draw result two years 
on the trot, the television set was won again by Vera 
and Caleb of Porthcawl. 

Last week’s GEM featured a number of the win¬ 
ners of the fancy dress competition, but there were 
many more good entries, as the pictures on this page 
show. 


ABOVE: 

Cameron Beale draws out the winning ticket for 
the first prize - won for the second year running, 
by Vera and Caleb of Porthcawl. 

LEFT: The Spice Girls. 


ABOVE: Owen Teale, TV and film star, signing 
his autograph for young admirer 


ABOVE: The fearsome Vikings! 



ABOVE: Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher and 
Owen Teale with ‘The 
Sandville Scrubbers ’. 

LEFT: 

The Yellow Peril! 


RIGHT: 
Which witch is which? 

BELOW: 
The All Blacks! 





ABOVE: The Great Gatsby 



The Sheik of Araby and the Mad Hatter 



Sandville ^s answer to Hiawatha 



Sister Gwyneth Poacher with members of her 
family who dressed up for the event. 























































Thursday, January 23rd, 2014 


www,facebook.com/slamormnsem • www,twitterxom/sem news 


THE GEM - 7 



Farmers’ union 
claims victory 
in dispute over 
fishing rights 


THE Farmers’ 
Union of Wales 
(FUW) has claimed 
a victory in its fight 
on behalf of 
Glamorgan farmers 
who had notices 
served on them by 
the Land Registry. 

An FUW spokesman 
said: “The notice relat¬ 
ed to an attempt by the 
trustees of the Ogmore 


Angling Association to 
register a ‘profit a pren¬ 
dre’, which would have 
given them sole and 
exclusive fishing rights 
on the River Ogmore 
and its tributaries. 

“More than 140 sep¬ 
arate notices were 
served on landowners, 
but the union has now 
learned the Land 
Registry has cancelled 
these applications.” 

He continued: “The 



Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 

•The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 
•The World’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


FUW was involved in 
objecting on behalf of a 
number of members, in 
addition to writing 
directly to the Ogmore 
Angling Association 
trustees and the Land 
Registry and believes 
our involvement has 
helped ensure this mat¬ 
ter does not proceed.” 

The FUW county 
executive officer, Glyn 
Davies, said: “The pro¬ 
cessing of these appli¬ 
cations by the Land 
Registry has cost a 
great deal of taxpayers’ 
money and has also 
caused a huge amount 
of distress and anger to 
landowners involved in 
this attempt to register 
a profit a prendre on 
their land. 

“Even more alarm¬ 
ing is the fact that this 
is the second attempt 
by the trustees of the 
Ogmore Angling 
Association to register 
these rights, following 
the first application in 
2008, which was again 
cancelled by the Land 
Registry. 

“In light of these 
applications, the FUW 
would welcome a 
review by the Welsh 
and Westminster 
Governments of the 
profit a prendre sys¬ 
tem.” 

One FUW member 
who complained about 
receiving a notice, 
Beatrice Hayball- 
Jones, said she is 
“extremely glad” of the 
support given to her by 
the union and is 
adamant its involve¬ 
ment played a signifi¬ 
cant role in causing the 
failure of the attempt to 
register fishing rights 
on her land. 

In response, the 
Ogmore Angling 
Association issued the 
following statement: 

“The association and 
its lawyers are currently 
considering the issues 
surrounding the appli¬ 
cation for registration of 
the association's fishing 
rights. 

“The association is 
satisfied that its existing 
rights continue and that 
its members remain 
entitled to exercise those 
rights as they always 
have done. 

“The association has 
no further comment to 
make at this stage.” 


NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REVIEW HAS BIG PLANS 
FOR BRIDGEND COUNCIL 


THE proposal to cut costs in local 
government by merging councils, 
released this week by the Williams 
Commission, has already started a 
lively debate, writes PHILIP 
IRWIN. 

There has been much comment on plans 
to merge Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan {see page 15) with some Vale 
residents already expressing fears of being 
“swallowed” by the larger population of 
Cardiff. 

In Bridgend, the situation is more com¬ 
plicated, because, depending on which 
option is put forward, it could be merged 
with one neighbour, or two! 

If the proposals are adopted, it is certain 


that Bridgend County Borough Council 
(BCBC) would merge with Neath Port 
Talbot. 

However, there is another possibility - 
that of creating a very large local authority 
made up of Bridgend, Neath Port Talbot, 
and Swansea. 

A spokesman for BCBC said: “BCBC 
welcomes the publication of the Williams 
Commission review, especially as there has 
been a great deal of interest and specula¬ 
tion about what the future may hold for 
public services in Wales. 

“Local authorities and the Welsh Local 
Government Association have participated 
fully in the review process, which has had 
a wide-ranging scope and remit. 

“Any changes or proposals that are 


adopted following its recommendations 
will inevitably have a lasting impact on 
current structures and methods for provid¬ 
ing services to local communities. 

“As such, it is essential that considera¬ 
tion of the review’s recommendations be as 
thorough and as wide-ranging as possible, 
and that clarification is provided on a num¬ 
ber of important issues ranging from 
timescales and transitional arrangements to 
cost and implications for services and the 
workforce. 

“The council will now be considering 
and analysing the recommendations of the 
review in closer detail while we await a 
formal response from the Welsh 
Government.” 
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Pyle & Porthcawl photo group 
present their annual awards 


Wl MEMBERS 
MAKE PLANS 
FOR NEW YEAR 



Richard Craze, with judge Jan Cawley. Geoff Baker. 


Quiz League / round-up 


THE surprise of the 
week was the defeat 
of top-of-the-table 
Llangewydd Arms 
by Swan Nomads by 
52^2. 

Llangewydd led early 
on but Swan rallied and 
managed to stay just 
ahead. The decisive part 
was the final section 
where Swan picked up 
three bonus points and 
their opponents only 
scored two points in five 
questions. Llangewydd 
accepted their loss in 
good spirit and duly con¬ 
gratulated Swan. 

Tondu Railway Club 
did well to beat a good 
Mackworth Arms side 
46-42 and the other 


Division 1 match was 
really close, with visitors 
Tyrisha Royals winning 
by 38-37 against 
Oldcastle A. 

In Division 2 Crown 
Inn B took over at the top 
from Cabo Roche by 
beating them 55-52. 

The remaining games 
were all clear-cut victo¬ 
ries; Pheasant 

Gamekeepers won 51-39 
at Bush Kangaroos, 
Pheasant Poachers had a 
53-41 win at home to 
Pyle RFC and Laleston 
Inn B saw off Coy church 
Wanderers 51-44. 

Here are your four 
specials: 

1. Which deadly snake 
often found by water 
takes its name from that 


of a large serpent killed 
by Apollo in Greek 
mythology? 

2. What practice was 
introduced by the 
Metropolitan Police in 
May 1980 to deter illegal 
parking? 

3. At which golf 
course on the Open rota 
is there a par three hole 
called the Postage 
Stamp? 

4. Who was the New 
Zealand physicist whose 
work led to the discovery 
of the atomic nucleus? 

A RUDGE 
(For Quiz League) 

'pjopatffn^ fsauu^ -p 
UOOJJ '£ 

‘Suidmvjj 'z 
•uotffQ 7 


PYLE & Portbcawl 
Pbotograpbic 
Society held its 
annual club compe¬ 
tition on January 
16 at tbe 
Glamorgan 
Holiday Hotel in 
Portbcawl. 

The competition was 
in two sections: prints 
and digital projected 
images, with a trophy for 
each, and every member 
could enter up to two 
images into both sec¬ 
tions. 

Jan Cawley judged 
both competitions, and 
not only awarded the 
marks, but also provided 
a critique on each image. 

In the print section, 
first place went to 
Richard Craze with 
‘Pelican Portrait’. 
Geoff Baker took second 
place with ‘Windblown’. 
Third place was shared 
between ‘Fused’ by 
Martyn Derbyshire, 
‘Elephant Crossing’ by 
Glyn Edmunds, ‘Stag’s 
Head’ by Geoff Baker 
and ‘99-100 Ready or 
not I’m Coming’ by 
Trevor Owen. 

In the digital section, 
first place went to Geoff 
Baker with ‘Blue Tit’. 
Second place was shared 
between ‘River Sunset 
with Reeds’ by Richard 
Craze and ‘Beat the 
Wave’ by Will Walker. 

Third place was 



shared between ‘Get 
Your Own Snack!’ by 
Glyn Edmunds, 

‘Arachnoid’ by Dave 
Jones, ‘Dawn at the 
Stepping Stones’ by 
Malcolm Nugent, 
‘Mekong Mother’ by 
Wayne Thomas, 

‘Preparation’ by Denise 
Davies, ‘Wave Jump’ by 
Terry Davies, ‘Blue Tit 
with Berries’ by Trevor 
Owen and ‘Serengeti 
lunch’ by Wayne 


Thomas. 

Congratulations to 
Richard and Geoff on 
winning the competi¬ 
tions - and a big thank 
you to all who partici¬ 
pated for making it such 
an interesting and enter¬ 
taining evening, particu¬ 
larly to Denise Davies, 
Terry Davies and Wayne 
Thomas, who are new 
members of the club. 

GE 


THE January meet¬ 
ing of Coychurch 
WI was held at 
lunchtime and pres¬ 
ident Sandra 
Davidson welcomed 
the members and 
wished everyone a 
very happy and 
healthy New Year, 
including two new 
members, June 
Humphry and 
Linda Jones. 

Prior to the business 
of the meeting, members 
enjoyed the wonderful 
array of food; the varied 
and excellent buffet sup¬ 
plied by those present. 

The business includ¬ 
ed: 

• Details of the 
arranged visit to tour the 
BBC Llandaff. 

• Various suggestions 
for the annual summer 
trip. 

• The 95th anniver¬ 
sary celebration to be 
held on July 8. 

• Details of some of 
the springtime forthcom¬ 
ing events. 

A letter of thanks was 
received from Velindre 
Hospital regarding the 
£700 recent donation; 
this being the proceeds 
from the ‘Supper 
Concert’, hosted by the 
Coychurch ladies 
(friends of WI). 

Member Sandra 
Lazarus thanked mem¬ 


bers who sponsored her 
grandson, 23-year-old 
Matthew, who raised the 
magnificent sum of 
£6,000 for Velindre 
Hospital by climbing 
Mount Kilimanjaro in 
September last year. 

The craft taster after¬ 
noons have ceased, and 
Scrabble afternoons will 
now take place every 
Wednesday from 1.30pm 
in the Prince of Wales, 
Coychurch. 

Member Christine 
Jones will represent 
Coychurch WI as the 
Link Delegate at the 
2014 NEWIAGM to be 
held in Leeds. 

To conclude the fun, 
afternoon members 
enjoyed a beetle drive 
and Irish bingo. 

At the belated 
‘Christmas Night Out’ 
held at the Atlantic 
Hotel, Porthcawl, on 
January 14, members 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
jovial atmosphere along 
with a free raffle and our 
own entertainment. 

The next meeting will 
take place on February 4 
at 7.30pm in the 
Williams Memorial Hall 
and the topic of guest 
speaker Angela Gorman 
will be on ‘African 
mothers’. A warm wel¬ 
come is extended to 
guests and new mem¬ 
bers. 


© 

is there room for the children 
of in your will? 

Who wwld you turn lo If you were ioW your son or dougluet 

MQs ei4>ected b dto in 

Since t999. owr S® families n."~.nd to Ty Hot«i 
we ore the Welding d^orfl^ In the core and 

wppon of li^mtted cMtifcen end ft# 

we wvf to BB ce sure we car canng chWren and 

their lortg into the future vc._ cojtd help by teclud'ng 

Hotas in your Will 

f you'd ike rrore intorrrolfon before you decide we re here id he^ 

us for a free information pack 

ywwly hofon.org/'gift-in-o-wlll 
02920 532 265 
l•3ecy@tyhafan.o^g 
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GLAMORGAN IRON HORSE SOCIETY IN 
CHARITY RUN FOR AIR AMBULANCE 


THE Glamorgan Iron Horse Society held 
one of its regular charity tractor runs on 
Sunday, January 19, in aid of Wales Air 
Ambulance. 

More than 60 tractors - along with owners - 
took part. It was an impressive sight as the 
convoy left Tondu, crossing Coity Common, 
ending up in Aberkenfig. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage. co. uk 

\ _ _ / 
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Bridgend brothers 
sentenced over 
‘meow-meow’ sales 


New bus service will 
connect local villages 


TWO brothers have been 
sentenced at Cardiff 
Crown Court for being 
involved with the drug 
mephedrone, also known 
as ‘meow-meow’. 

Gavin Jones (31) of King 
Edward Street, Bridgend, and 
Dale Jones (24) of Glen Garw, 
Bridgend, each admitted possess¬ 
ing the drug with intent to supply. 

Dale Jones received 16 weeks 
imprisonment and Gavin Jones 
was made subject to a community 
order for a year involving 180 
hours unpaid work. He was also 
ordered to pay costs of £400 and a 
£60 victim surcharge. 


I byAJSICLUNA | 

Prosecutor Nuhu Gobir said 
that on 5 am on December 9, the 
police were informed of two peo¬ 
ple acting suspiciously in the 
Blaengarw area. 

They made a search and spot¬ 
ted Dale Jones on a motorcycle. 

“He was grinding his teeth, 
sweating profusely and there was 
a sweet smell coming from him,” 
said Mr Gobir. 

He said: “Fve got stuff on me.” 

He was arrested and found with 
drugs worth up to £160. He had 
£189 in cash. 

The police went to an address 


in Blaengarw and spoke to Gavin 
Jones, who was arrested after a 
quantity of mephedrone was seen 
in a bottle on the table. 

He said his brother Dale had 
brought the drug to the house but 
forgot to take it when he left. It 
was said to be worth approxi¬ 
mately £2,200. 

Rhodri Chudleigh, for Dale 
Jones, said he had no previous 
convictions for drugs offences. 

Hugh Wallace, for Gavin 
Jones, said he was a person of 
positive, good character and cared 
for his mother, who had suffered 
70 per cent bums in a fire. He 
had been taking dmgs to get away 
from his problems, he added. 


BRIDGEND A&E DEATH 


“There is a clear prob- Health Board to under- “We expect Local 
lem within our health take a full investigation Health Boards to work 
service and I am to understand the cir- closely with the 
Conservative Shadow extremely saddened to cumstances that led to y^rnbulance 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The Welsh 


Trust to 
ensure patients are hand¬ 
ed over from ambulance 


Minister for Health, see the circumstances of sad outcome. As this is 
Darren Millar AM, said: this latest case.” now the subject of 

“This is the latest in a Byron Davies, the police investigation it 
long line of cases that Conservative regional would not be appropriate crews to the care of A&E 
leave serious question AM for South foy us to comment further staff in a safe and timely 

West, said: “This is ^it this stage. manner. ” 


marks over patient care, 

“Welsh Conservatives another hugely worrying 


FOLLOWING 
negotiations 
between the Vale 
Council and New 
Adventure Travel, 
it has been agreed 
that from March 
10, Service 303/304 
from Bridgend will 
be extended to 
Cardiff. 

This will provide a 
through bus service 
between Bridgend and 
Cardiff, connecting 
many villages on the 
route, including Llantwit 
Major, St Athan, Rhoose 
and Barry. 

As part of the 
changes, there will also 
be an earlier journey to 
Bridgend to cater for 
Bridgend College stu¬ 
dents and an improved 
service for Llandough 
Hospital. 

The Sunday service 
303/304 route will mn 
on a standard timetable 
and will now run via 
Port Road West, Colcot 
Road and Jenner Road. 
To allow for this change, 
Sunday Service 303/304 


Barry will no longer mn 
and instead Pontypridd 
Road and Severn Avenue 
will continue to be 
served by service 100. 

Service 95 from 
Llantwit Major to 
Cardiff will have its 
route altered to fit along¬ 
side Service 303/304. 
This will result in some 
changes to service 95, 
full details of which will 
be available on the coun¬ 
cil’s website. 

Coun Lis Burnett, 
cabinet member for 
regeneration, innovation, 
planning and transporta¬ 
tion said: “I am pleased 
to see that Service 
303/304 has been 
extended to Cardiff, as 
this will open up even 


its route to the Service 
303/304, resulting in the 
loss of the current 
Monday to Saturday 
evening services in the 
following areas: 

• Pontypridd Road in 
Barry - Service 95 - 
will instead mn via Port 
Road West, Colcot Road 
and Jenner Road 
between the Cwm Ciddy 
roundabout and Romilly 
Schools, where the serv¬ 
ice can still be accessed. 

• Barry Island - 
Service 95 will not mn 
any operation into Barry 
Island after the one-way 
system around the Ship 
Inn. However, the area 
will still benefit from a 
regular rail service pro¬ 
vision from Barry Island 


more travel opportunities to Cardiff and Sunday 


for passengers. 

“It is particularly 
pleasing that we have 
been able to work with 
one of our local opera¬ 
tors to secure an exten¬ 
sion to a service at a 
time when money for 
services is hard to come 
by.” 

Service 95 from 
Llantwit Major to 


bus Service 96 from 
Barry to Cardiff. 

• Barry between Barry 
town centre and 
Palmerston Road via 


Gibbonsdown and 
Coldbrook - Service 95 
will instead mn via 
Wyndham Street, Court 
Road, Gladstone Road, 
Weston Square and 
Cardiff Road between 
Barry town centre and 
Palmerston Road junc¬ 
tion with Cardiff Road. 
The Council’s supported 
evening Service 94 
Barry to Cardiff will 
continue to serve 
Cadoxton and Coldbrook 
in this area. 

• Llandough, North 
beyond the hospital main 
gate and Leckwith 
Village - Service 95 will 
instead return to the 
Merrie Harrier junction 
from Llandough 
Hospital and run into 
Cardiff City Centre via 
Barry Road, Cogan 
Spur, Cardiff Bay Retail 
Park, Grangetown and 
Cardiff Bay. 


from Pontypridd Road in Cardiff will standardise 


have long called for an case within our NHS that 
independent Keogh-style provides further proof of 
inquiry into standards of the need for an independ- 
patient care - a call ent inquiry into standards 
backed by clinicians of care. 


across Wales.” 


“Carwyn Jones and 


The regional AM for Welsh Labour must make 
South Wales West, Suzy a statement on this case.” 
Davies, said: “This case A Welsh Government 
bears a similarity to that spokesperson said: “We 
of another recent tragedy are sorry to hear of this 
in north Wales, which tragic incident and our 
also followed a long wait thoughts are with the 
and delays within the family at this very diffi- 
NHS. cult time. We expect the 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
07739 389578 


LOCAL WOMEN ARE NOMINATED 
FOR INAUGURAL ST DAVID AWARDS 


A SCHOOL crossing 
patrol lady and a cancer 
charity fundraiser are 
among the finalists for the 
first St David Awards. 

The finalists were announced 
by the First Minister, Carwyn 
Jones at a ceremony sponsored 
by the communication experts, 
Golley Slater, at the Wales 
Millennium Centre. 

The St David Awards scheme 
is unique to Wales. It recognises 
the achievements of people from 
all walks of life, regardless of 
their origin or background, each 
nominated by members of the 
public. 

Karin Williams, a school 
crossing patrol lady from 
Rhoose, is a finalist in the brav¬ 
ery category after she instinc¬ 
tively went to protect young¬ 
sters, by putting herself between 
them and a car that had lost con¬ 
trol in front of Rhws Primary 


School in June 2013. 

She suffered serious injuries 
in the accident, including break¬ 
ing a shoulder and both legs, 
and spent the following nine 
weeks in hospital. 

Lara Cowp, from Dinas 
Powys, has been chosen as a 
finalist in the citizenship catego¬ 
ry, for her work in raising funds 
for the Teenage Cancer Trust 
Unit at the University Hospital 
of Wales, Cardiff - the only one 
of its kind in Wales. 

To date, Lara has raised more 
than £50,000 for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust, with more than 
£11,000 raised in 2013. 

The First Minister said: “I am 
told that picking finalists from 
the many worthy entrants 
received was no easy task, but 
the people who have been cho¬ 
sen exemplify the reason I estab¬ 
lished the awards. 

“I wanted to be able to recog¬ 
nise the extraordinary achieve¬ 


ments made by the people of 
Wales, people who I meet regu¬ 
larly during my visits across the 
country, people who go above 
and beyond to make a difference 
to life in Wales. 

“I do not envy the task of 
picking the winner of each cate¬ 
gory, although all are deserving 
and should feel very proud of 
their achievements. 

“I now look forward to the 
actual awards ceremony in 
March.” 

The finalists were decided by 
an independent panel of judges, 
chaired by Lord David Rowe 
Beddoe. 

The winner for each category 
will be announced in an award 
ceremony at the Royal Welsh 
College Music and Drama in 
Cardiff on Thursday, March 13. 

It will be televised by S4C, 
with English commentary avail¬ 
able. 


TENOVUS SAYS 
THANK YOU” 


AS we start the New 
Year, I felt it was the 
perfect opportunity 
for me to give my 
thanks to our bril¬ 
liant local community 
for the support they 
continue to give us, 
especially throughout 
our 70th birthday cel¬ 
ebrations last year. 

Since we began in 
1943, we have achieved 
a lot that we are proud 

of 

Our innovative 
approach has led to 
research discoveries like 
Tamoxifen, a drug now 
used to treat millions of 
cancer patients world¬ 
wide. 

We have launched two 
mobile cancer support 
units that take treatment 
and support to the heart 
of communities across 
Wales. 

Our Sing with Us 
choirs now support over 
600 people affected by 


LETTER TO 
EDITOR 


the last 70 years, but 
one thing that’s 
remained constant is the 
support for our charity 
shops in the local com¬ 
munity, something we’re 
very grateful for. 

The services we pro¬ 
vide to cancer patients 
and their families in 
communities across 
Wales would simply not 
be possible without it. 

We all sometimes get 
that one present that 
wasn’t quite right or that 
we already have, so why 
not pop in and see us in 
one of our shops, donate 
your unwanted 
Christmas gifts and give 
them a new home? 

We ’d love to see you 
and say thank you for 
your continued support. 

On behalf of everyone 
at Tenovus, a big thank 
you and a very happy 
2014. 

cancer every single week Natalie Kell, 


through song. 

A lot has changed in 


(Retail Area Manager, 
Tenovus). 



Wc ’vhl'V our Schoul is fd‘ lous 
don ^ ;ust take ouf word for l: 


Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Ysgol Gyfun Y Bont Faen 

Sixth Form 
Open Evening 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


n n I 

lUijij'JU VOLVO 3? 

Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

J>;7 

TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 


... dKO -1 

-ook 


TL.esday 28 January 2014 
4.30 6.30 pm 


An open evening for st.jdents considering taking 
thf^ir AS/A2 Level Studies or L3 B EC courses 



IS YOUR VOLVO READY FOR WINTER? 

Along with regular servicing and MOTs, it is important to maintain a regular check on 
your vehicle inbetween services. As winter creeps up on us, making sure your car is 
prepared for when the temperature drops should be a priority. It is important to check 
the anti-freeze strength in your vehicle and carry out other visual and levels checks to 
ensure it remains in top condition, and gives you piece of mind whilst driving in the 
winter months. We are therefore pleased to offer you the following: 

1. 22 POINT HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £19.99 inc VAT 

2. ANTI-FREEZE CHANGE WITH HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £42.00 inc VAT 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk • For more information call 01656 769769 
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9am-6pm Mon, WOd, Sat 
9am>6pm Thur, FrI 
Ham-Spm Sun 


Cardiff 

Lyon Close Industrial Estate. 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff 

CFll 8TU 

02920 226 050 



CLEARANCE OUTLET 


H|y Fast Delivery 


rriodM a*-axr)rii)rT i 2 )cra>iia created lad CMiMry(inGadufk»aMivctcc*»alQf l*Mif*Qrr‘^^C»Mfr6aBpa. 

»>-no*efrrahounarefwniiiCTerfy U#mw^i»vJOedflri;onbf05ro*ftOToora 




















12 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, January 23rd, 2014 


start College 
in 2014! 

Dechreuwch yn 
y Coleg yn 2014! 

Apply now for courses starting this September 


Cardiff and Vale College 
Coleg Caerdydd a'r Fro 




'f 


Want to know more? Come to an Open Evenin9... 


Wednesday 29th January 2014 

430pm-/BC"- I ot Colcot Roaa Barry 


Thursday 30th January 2014 

• • 30prT\-730prn ot Cardiff sites 


Check onine for subjects and toootions 
Find out rnore or opoly rxw; 

vmmjcavcocjuk/nKrfceitlKipp^ 

& info:^avc.oc.uk 030 30 301010 

Vmgeisiwch nawr am gyrsiau 
sy'n dechrau f is Medi eleni 

Eisiau gwybod mwy? Oewch i Noson Agored... 


Bhng tHt od to o Jbnuory 
Open Evening for your 
choncoio 

WIN AN 
iPAO! 

Ottwch 6 hyfbyeub hon I im 
oTn noswuichkiu OQorod 

mie lonoier emi pyfit I 

ENNIU. 

iPAO! 




Nos Fercher 29 lonowr 2014 

4 30pm-730om. Heol Co*cot y Bern 


Nos lau 30 lonawr 2014 

43C3prTi-7.30pm. saf leoecJd Coerd^c 


Cymefwch oiwg or-iein i we<d y pynciau aV lleolioctou. 

Ktxjgor o wybedaeth neu y mgesi wch novvr. 

w%»WjcatcjOCAA/gwnewcheddlgwydd 0 info:«cavc.acuk 03030301010 

Dream it. Live it. Make it happen with Cardiff and Vale College. 
Breuddwydio. Byw. Gwireddu gyda Choleg Caerdydd a'r Fro. 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Where is my deposit? 
LEARN MORE... 

T 


Ihe Housing 
Act 2004 
places a strict 
duty on all land¬ 
lords to register a 
deposit in an 
approved scheme, 
and there is a 
timescale for doing 
this; along with reg¬ 
istering the deposit, 


the landlord must 
serve prescribed 
information on the 
tenant. 

Some landlords have 
not registered the 
deposits within the 
timescale and they have 
now been advised that 
they cannot obtain pos¬ 
session of their proper¬ 
ties and they have to pay 




neujbold 


Free, Out of Hours 
No Obligation Legol 
Surgery. 

I Htd b dd Sehefton era ao cwiimirai that 

QppoiftfMirttB d to 

ory ligcl vou ftoif 


Tht OifOS QSliSC'.^ 


Furr V 

CriaTTy C,-*MT Hi|.> 

Tuesdoys 17:00 • 18:30 

106 Brood Sti«o£. Bcfjy CKB 7RJ 


their tenant the equiva¬ 
lent of up to three 
weeks’ rent as compen¬ 
sation. 

When fixed-term ten¬ 
ancy agreements expire, 
the landlord has to serve 
further prescribed infor¬ 
mation on their tenants. 
If this is not served, the 
tenants do not have to 
vacate. 

If you are a tenant 
who has paid a deposit 
you should ask your 
landlord for a copy of 
the bond registration cer¬ 
tificate. If you are a 
landlord who has not 
registered a bond, then 
you need assistance as 
soon as possible. 

• Newbold Solicitors 
always believe that there 
are solutions to prob¬ 
lems, and despite the 
complexity of housing 
law, we usually find a 
way around every prob¬ 
lem. 

If you’d like to learn 
more, come to our week¬ 
ly free legal surgery in 
our Barry office at 106 
Broad Street, where we 
can advise you of your 
rights. 


It’s ‘ifp up and away* as 
Cadets take glider course 


RECENTLY, four 
Air Cadets from 
372 (Barry) 
Squadron flew in a 
modern Vigilant at 
MoD St Athan; to 
experience at first 
hand the sensation 
of glider flying. 

Arriving early in the 
morning at 634 
Volunteer Gliding 
Squadron, the Cadets 
were given detailed 
safety, weather, flying 
and operational briefs 
relating to the day’s 
activities. The Cadets 
were introduced to their 
pilots and ground staff 
who would be looking 
after them. 

The aim of the day 
was to gain experience 
of flying the glider 
under the guidance of 
the pilot, using the con¬ 
trol column and rudder 
pedals. Each flight typ¬ 
ically lasting 20 - 30 
minutes, flying at about 
1,500 feet, is sufficient 
to carry out all the train¬ 
ing on each particular 
sortie, as well as provid¬ 
ing excellent aerial 
views of the Vale. 

The Cadets were 


actually surprised at just 
how easy it felt to fly 
the glider. Jake 
Paterson, Jordan 
Saunders, Joe Bailey 
and Rhys Horton passed 
their gliding induction 
course, with ‘flying 
colours’. 

Jake said the flight 
was “really exciting and 
I can’t wait to fly in the 
Vigilant again; it was an 
amazing flight.” 

The Air Cadets also 
undertake adventure 
training, shooting, sport, 
field craft, project work 
and the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, expeditions 


and camps to RAE sta¬ 
tions. 

If you have a spirit 
for adventure, 372 
(Barry) Squadron have 
vacancies for boys and 
girls between 13 - 18 
years old. The 
Squadron parade on 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays (7pm - 
9.30pm) behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can phone the Squadron 
on 01446 747734; email 
oc.372 @ aircadets.org 
or visit 

wwwce.372squadron.org 
for more information. 

JASON HORTON 



CADET$ 


ABOVE: RHYS HORTON. 


Did you know you can 
now find The Glamorgan 
GEM on Twitter? 
Follow us: @gem_news 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Oon*t roplaco tlio Frames-*- Just the Panes! 


Brolcen or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

AJl Glajgng Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 
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Out and About with The Gl 



The Wolf of Wall Street 
makes essential viewing 


I N terms of 
great 

actor/director 
partnerships, that 
of Martin Scorsese 
and Leonardo 
DiCaprio has yield¬ 
ed some incredible 
results, with their 
latest. The Wolf of 
Wall Street, being 
spoken of as their 
best yet. 

Based on a true story, 
DiCaprio plays Jordan 
Belfort, a stockbroker 
whose laissezfaire atti¬ 
tude to financial man¬ 
agement makes him a 
wealthy man; but when 
Belfort’s actions are 
closely monitored, 
before he knows it, the 
world he has built for 
himself is in danger of 
crumbling around him... 

With Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Martin 
Scorsese appears to 
have developed the 


same understanding that 
the director shared with 
Robert De Niro, the pair 
having made some 
exceptional films 
together. 

The Wolf of Wall 
Street lives up to the 
pre-release hype entire¬ 
ly, the film the best 
offering star and direc¬ 
tor have delivered 
together yet, and in 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
case, the actor offers 
what may just be the 
best performance of a 
career not short of high¬ 
lights. 

The three-hour epic 
is a pacy piece of work, 
the running time pass¬ 
ing by incredibly quick¬ 
ly, which is a testament 
to both the direction of 
Martin Scorsese and 
creator of TV’s 
Boardwalk Empire, 
Terence Winter’s 
vibrant script. 

The notion of the 
pursuit of the American 
dream has been some¬ 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


thing filmmakers have 
been exploring keenly 
in recent months (both 
Pain & Gain and 
Nebraska have tackled 
the notions of money 
being the answer to 
life’s problems), but 
The Wolf of Wall Street 
cloaks its cautionary 
tale with humour and no 
little scandal, the rise 


Castle View, 
Bridgend CF31 1NJ 

Sister Pub to ‘The 
Highwayman’ 


17th Century 
mansion house 

comerted into 
an elegant public house. 
Completely refurbished 
during 2018 . 


The full menu is now available and is the same as 
our sister pub The Highwayman, Rhoose - including 
steaks, fresh fish, pasta plus lots more, including 
the famous ‘Condemned Mans Meal’. 


Meals served Mon toThurs 12 - 9pm, 
Fri & Sat 12 - 9.30pm, Sundays 12 - 5pm. 


Traditional 
Sunday Lunch 

Served 12 - 5pm 
Choice of meats, fresh 
seasonal vegetables. 
Kids menu available plus 
Full Grill Menu & 
Takeaway Sunday Lunch. 

Over GO’S 
Special Menu 

Mon - Sat 12 -3pm. 

Superb Choice 

only £4.45 

Last Thursday of every month 

Open Mic Night 

Come along & enjoy good 
food & a night of music 

3 Premier League 
Football Matches 

shown live on a Saturday 
afternoon 


FREE BOTTLE 
OF HOUSE WINE 

for every 4 people 
dining off the main 
menu. 



‘Gorgeous food, can’t fault it!’ 
Reviewed 18 December 2013 
‘Great food with a great 
atmosphere!’ 

Reviewed 5 November 2013 
‘Excellent food, value 
and venue!’ 

Reviewed 4 November 2013 
‘Amazing transformation’ 

Reviewed 10 October 2013 
(Quotes taken from Trip Advisor) 


6 Nations Rugby 

Live on large TV. 

Free food half time 
during Welsh matches 


2 function rooms available for funerals, weddings, 
birthday parties etc 


Just 5 mins drive from Bridgend Designer Outlet Village 


^ 01656 660668 

www.thecaeffatri.co.uk 



and fall of Jordan 
Belfort delivered with 
panache and a pleasing 
lack of moralising. 

While Winter’s 
script, and Scorsese’s 
direction, celebrate the 
excesses on show, argu¬ 
ments that they are 
glamourising such ille¬ 
gal dealings are wide of 
the mark. 

These are characters 
living life to the fullest, 
but beneath the yachts, 
fast cars and drugs there 
is nothing to show for 
it, Belfort and his co¬ 
workers slowly losing 
track of reality as their 
circumstances change. 

The characters are 
written with pin-sharp 
precision by Winter, 
fully fleshed and 
achingly real. While the 
film starts out as come¬ 
dy, albeit on the dark 
side, as Belfort’s world 
starts falling around him 
and drama replaces the 
humour, the film shifts 
gears effortlessly. 

With such meaty 
material, Martin 
Scorsese’s direction is 
livelier and edgier than 
it has been in many 
years. While he can 
hardly be accused of 
dipping in form, his 
recent work has felt 
more staid. Here, it 
feels as though he has 
been given material that 
allows him to cut loose. 

The ‘rise and fall’ 
aspect of the story 
brings to mind 
Goodfellas as a point of 
reference, but 
Scorsese’s direction 
isn’t a case of reliving 
past glories, more 
showing how much 
hunger and desire he 
still has. 

He brings out what 
may just be a career- 
best performance from 
his muse, Leonardo 
DiCaprio, who similarly 
delivers a ‘gloves-off’ 
performance that slides 
between gears with pre¬ 
cision and seemingly no 
little effort. 

Belfort isn’t a partic¬ 
ularly endearing charac¬ 


ter on paper, but 
DiCaprio never really 
hangs on the character’s 
shortfalls; instead, with 
a beaming grin and a 
casual attitude towards 
substance abuse, he 
lunges headlong into 
Belfort and comes out 
with a truly incredible 
turn. 

The cast is of such 
quality you can take to 
the bank how strong the 
performances will be. 

Of particular note 
are Jonah Hill, who is 
really blooming as a 
dramatic performer, his 
bufoonish Donnie start¬ 
ing off as a figure of 
fun but slowly turning 
into a figure of tragedy. 

Newcomer Margot 
Robbie is noteworthy as 
Belfort’s second wife, 
Rob Reiner is good 
value as his father, and 
its always a pleasure 
seeing Kyle Chandler, 
as the FBI agent on 
Belfort’s tail, on the big 
screen, among others. 

A richly compelling 
story. The Wolf of Wall 
Street is an exceptional 
film - a reminder of the 
skill of Scorsese’s direc¬ 
tion and an electric lead 
turn from Leonardo 
DiCaprio making for an 
incredible thrill ride. 

VERDICT: A mes¬ 
merising look at greed 
and the American dream 
gone awry. The Wolf of 
Wall Street is an epic 
film full of punch and 
verve. 

Martin Scorsese’s 
direction hasn’t seemed 
so urgent in years, 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
performance is perhaps 
the finest of his career 
yet, and it all comes 
wrapped in a fine 
screenplay from Terence 
Winter. 

The result is an 
absolute delight of a 
film. Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Goodfellas 
(1990), American 
Psycho (2000). 


Wales’ only Royal 
Naval dockyard 


LOCAL author Phil 
Carradice has had 
more than 40 books 
published and his lat¬ 
est is The Ships Of 
Pembroke Dockyard 
(Amberley 
Publishing, £15.99). 

This book looks at the 
ships created during the 
112-year history of the 
dockyard, covering their 
construction, careers and, 
in many cases, their 
demise as well. 

Almost 300 ships were 
built at Pembroke Dock, 
the only Royal Naval 


dockyard ever to exist in 
Wales, but only two 
major conflicts took 
place, so most Pembroke 
ships served in the con¬ 
stant series of skirmishes 
that marked the growth 
of the British Empire. 

Those small colonial 
engagements helped give 
the Royal Navy a stand¬ 
ing that has hardly ever 
been equalled before or 
since, and provide fasci¬ 
nating stories for the 
reader. BRIAN LEE 


Vale AM’s 
surgery 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be holding a 
surgery on January 24 
from 4pm - 5pm at 
Dinas Powys Parish 
Hall. 

Railway 

society 

THE Barry Railway 
Society’s next meeting 
is in Penarth 
Conservative Club, 15 
Stanwell Road, 
Penarth, CE5 2EZ 
(opposite the railway 
station) on January 30 
at 7.30pm. 

Entitled ‘Railways in 
Wales on digital video’, 
it is a two-hour big 
screen presentation of 
both steam and modem 
traction, by local video 
photographer and rail¬ 
way enthusiast, Mike 
Wilcock. 

All are welcome. 
Entrance fee is £1. 

Charity’s 

special 

Welsh 

month 

A Welsh charity is 
holding events to 
raise funds between 
Santes Dwynwen 
(Welsh patron saint 
of lovers’) day on 
January 25 and 
Valentine’s Day, on 
February 14. 

Welsh Hearts are aim¬ 
ing to raise much-need¬ 
ed cash to buy defibrilla¬ 
tors and emergency life 
saving equipment 
throughout Wales. 

For opera lovers, 
there are two Santes 
Dwynwen opera nights - 
one at Stefano’s 
Restaurant in Pontcanna 
on Thursday, January 
23, and another in 
Bellini’s Restaurant, 

Park Place, on Saturday, 
January 25. 

There is also the Ten 
Tenors Concert on 
Sunday, February 16 at 
St David’s Hall with 
tenors including Rhys 
Meirion and Wynne 
Evans and Aled Hall. 

For romantics, the 
charity is holding its 
‘Heart to Heart Ball’ at 
The Park Plaza Hotel in 
Cardiff (tickets £39.50). 

For fashionistas, there 
is a fashion show at The 
VIP Lounge, Mermaid 
Quay with spring clothes 
from Poppers, @Fab, 
Robyn Coles Milliner 
(tickets £10). 

For further informa¬ 
tion, go to: 

Welshhearts.org/heartto- 

heart. 

To support Welsh 
Hearts in Heart to Heart 
Month, contact the 
fundraising office on 
02920 786521. 


WHAT’S 
ON... IN 
BRIEF 


Spring 

walk 

ART4U is holding a 
walk in Barry on 
Saturday, February 1 
to welcome spring. 

Meet under the shel¬ 
ters on the lake in the 
Knap Gardens at 
3.30pm. 

Floral 

society 

MEMBERS of the 
Barry Floral Society 
are looking forward to 
a very enjoyable 2014, 
commencing on 
January 28 with the 
annual general meet¬ 
ing. 

Tuesday, Febmary 11 
will see a meeting with 
members producing a 
design of their choice. 

The first demonstra¬ 
tion meeting is on 
Febmary 25, when a 
good friend of the club, 
Mrs Gloria Davies of 
Ammanford, will pres¬ 
ent ‘It’s a passion’. 

Meetings are held at 
the St Nicholas Hall, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry, 
commencing at 2.15pm. 
New members are 
always welcome. 

Vale Mayor’s 
charity coffee 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor is 
hosting a charity coffee 
morning in aid of 


Amelia Trust Farm on 
Tuesday, January 28 
from 10.30am-12 noon 
in the Civic Office. 

All are welcome. 

Cowbridge 
Art Society 

ON Thursday, January 
30, retired architect 
and CAS honorary 
member John Phillips, 
will give a talk on the 
subject of the society’s 
Keith James Trophy, 
entitled ‘The city is a 
beehive’. 

Bring any medium of 
choice to help develop 
ideas. The society 
meets on Thursday 
evenings at the Old Hall, 
Cowbridge, 7pm-9pm, 
and visitors and new 
members are welcome. 

For details of the 
society’s activities, see 
WWW. cowbridgeartsoci- 
ety.com. 

Bird watch 

THERE will be a Big 
Farmland Bird Count 
2014 at Amelia Trust 
Farm, Five Mile Lane, 
Barry CF62 3AS on 
Sunday, February 2 at 
10am, to identify birds 
as part of the Game 
and Wildlife 
Conservation Trust’s 
campaign. 

Bring your own binoc¬ 
ulars/scope and strong 
boots or Wellington 
boots. This is a free 
event. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Rose at 
roseanneh@ amelia- 
trust.org.uk or call 
01446 782030. 
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‘CUT NUMBER OF COUNCILS’ 
PLAN SPARKS LIVELY DEBATE 


POLITICIANS in the Vale have 
been keen to comment on the 
Williams Commission’s review 
into public services - where the 
headline proposal has been that 
the number of local authorities in 
Wales should be cut from 22 to 
eitherlO, 11 or 12. 

The review prompted a regional AM to 
say it was “almost inevitable” that the 
Vale would be merged with Cardiff. 

Coun Neil Moore, the Leader of the 
Vale Council, said: “It is a significant 
report and as a result it will take some 
time to go through the contents and 
absorb its findings. 

“Many individuals and organisations 
have submitted evidence, but I am keen to 
stress the impact any potential reorganisa¬ 
tion could have on the community, not 
least in terms of jobs, the cost of reorgan¬ 
isation and service disruption caused as a 
result. 

“I have taken a keen interest in the 
review, but I have not argued for a full 
scale structural reorganisation and believe 
that is not necessary, affordable or 
required at this time. 

“Now the report has been published it 
will require considerable time and analy¬ 
sis to do justice to its contents. That 
being the case, it would be inappropriate 
to respond prematurely. 

“However, I recognise that opinions 
within local government across Wales 
will vary and there may be pressure for 
change, particularly where the austerity 
measures may challenge the sustainabili¬ 
ty of certain councils. This is certainly 
not the case in the Vale. 

“I also recognise that the debate will 
continue for the moment, but I await a 
formal response from Welsh Government, 
which I hope will be soon and allow us to 


debate the merits of the Commission’s 
report fully. 

“The Review has clearly identified 
options for 10, 11 and 12 local authorities 
rather than the current 22. 

“It is also clear that the report has pro¬ 
found implications for service delivery 
and for the Local Government workforce. 
It is therefore imperative that all stake¬ 
holders have as full a debate as possible 
before coming to any conclusions, and 
decisions on the future of our services, 
which cannot be taken lightly. 

“We already live in a time of unprece¬ 
dented cuts in public spending but we 
also know that demands on public servic¬ 
es have never been greater. 

“The economy is very fragile and we in 
Wales can ill alford the loss of a large 
number of good quality jobs, which are 
distributed around all parts of Wales, 
including some of our most deprived 
communities at this time. 

“It should be remembered that the 
Williams Commission was an independ¬ 
ent review and although the Welsh 
Government is not bound by its findings, 
we must know where the Government 
stands on these recommendations. 

“If there is to be change, then we will 
need clarity on timescales, transitional 
arrangements, service and workforce 
implications and above all how the mas¬ 
sive and substantial costs of any changes 
are to be met. 

“Whatever happens, I and my col¬ 
leagues in the Vale of Glamorgan will 
work constructively with the Welsh 
Government in shaping the future of 
Wales’ public services. 

“However, it is important to remember 
that the public services are major local 
employers and deliver services that 
enable individuals to lead healthy and ful¬ 
filled lives within sustainable communi- 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


ties. I look forward to a full debate on 
these issues in the coming months.” 

Commenting on the recommendations, 
regional AM, Andrew RT Davies, said: 

“It is important to remember that at this 
stage, these remain proposals and it is 
now up to the Welsh Government to come 
forward with a response. 

“Ultimately, given the public specula¬ 
tion and the on-going uncertainty, I am 
hopeful that the Welsh Government will 
make their position clear sooner rather 
than later. 

“From a local perspective, it is almost 
inevitable now that the Vale will be amal¬ 
gamated with Cardiff, as is the case with 
health in the area. 

“However, it should be remembered 
that big is not always beautiful. Since its 
formation in 2009, Cardiff & Vale UHB 
has been through a number of chairs and 
chief executives and has a far from 
impressive record of service delivery. 

“This should not be solely a question 
of financing local government. The whole 
process should be underpinned by a 
debate about what services we as resi¬ 
dents expect local authorities to deliver. 
Ultimately it would be a sad day for 
democracy in Wales if any systemic 
reform leads communities to feel greater 
disconnect with local authorities.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt said: “The 
Williams Commission has produced an 
extensive report which will now be con¬ 
sidered by all those in Welsh public serv¬ 
ices. 

“As the Assembly Member for the 
Vale, I will be listening to all those who 
engage in the debate and discussions, 
feeding back views as we consider the 
way forward. At a time of continuing aus¬ 


terity and public service cuts, it is vital 
that we look at all options to safeguard 
and improve our public services.” 

Launching its own report Catch 22 (3), 
Electoral Reform Society Cymru (ERSC) 
has raised concerns that larger councils 
may weaken local democracy, and has 
warned the Welsh Government not to rush 
into it.. 

Steve Brooks, the director of the 
ERSC, said: “There’s a real danger that in 
moving towards mergers, local democra¬ 
cy could suffer. Larger councils could 
make voters feel more disconnected and 
less able to influence decisions which 
affect their everyday lives. 

“Evidence from Europe suggests that 
this can undermine the public’s confi¬ 
dence in local government and its ability 
to respond to local needs. 

“The Williams Commission rightly 
addresses these concerns, but in the push 
to re-organise, it’s important that the 
Welsh Government takes time to protect 
local, democratic engagement. 

“Plans should be brought forward to 
give neighbourhoods real power to make 
local decisions. Welsh Ministers should 
also revisit the 2002 Sunderland 
Commission report which recommended 
a fair voting system for local govern¬ 
ment.” 

“Without voting reform, there’s an 
added danger that these larger councils 
will become one-party states, which will 
only further compound councils’ gover¬ 
nance problems” 

Paul Haley, the chairman of the ‘Pride 
in Barry’ group, felt that Barry would 
benefit from a merger with Cardiff. 

He said: “It will be a chance to explore 
potential new opportunities for the town, 
for example, a greater link for the Barry 
beaches with Cardiff and additional 
image building and promotional events. 


“ Pride In Barry would welcome posi¬ 
tive engagement in the next steps consul¬ 
tation to ensure that the views of the 
Barry community are represented and the 
best outcome for Barry is achieved.” 

The Leader of Plaid Cymru in the Vale, 
Coun Chris Pranks, has urged caution. He 
said, “The current system is considered 
outdated by the Welsh Government, but 
we have to make sure that any change is 
an improvement. 

“Any change needs to be financially 
sound, with clear information regarding 
the initial funding required.” 

He continued, “There’s a great deal 
more to this report than simply cutting the 
number of councils. Por instance there’s 
the future of some aspects of the Health 
Service, the Eire Service, National Parks 
and Community Health Councils.” 

He said that the report also appears to 
propose some sort of semi-merger 
between the Eire Service and the 
Ambulance Service, and that town and 
community councils are marked for 
mergier as well. 

Surprisingly, he said, the report does 
not make any recommendation concern¬ 
ing the number of councillors that should 
be in each ward. 

Commenting on this, Coun Pranks 
concluded: “This report has much breadth 
but little depth. Despite many far-reach¬ 
ing recommendations over a wide range 
of issues, this report contains no reference 
to the number of councillors or their 
method of election.” 

Independent Barry councillor Richard 
Bertin said: “Although I agree we need to 
reconfigure councils, I am concerned that 
we in the Vale will come out the loser. I 
sincerely hope that everything will not be 
centred around Cardiff at the expense of 
us here in the Vale.” 



High Quality ^Como^ Wardrobes I 

In Walnut finish with black glass doors BOSpolcO BCClrOOItl IllStCillCitlOIIS 


200cm wide (67”) 4 doors (2 with black glass) . £495 

250cm wide (8’3”)(5 black glass doors) . £795 

300cm wide (9’10”)(6 Black glass doors) . £895 


Our bespoke bedrooms and home offices are second to none. 
The huge range is professionally installed by time served trades¬ 
men. Free home consultations and CAD design service. 



FREE DELIVERY & ASSEMBLY 



CAU NOW!! 01656 657526 

Town & Counliy Aodroonv 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


FOR THE LARGEST CHOICE OF FITTED AND FREESTANDING SLIDING DOOR 
WARDROBES, GOTO OUR NEW WEBSITE SUDINGDOORSWALES.COM 


• HUGE RANGE OF PRODUCTS • BOTH FITTED AND FREESTANDING 

• INSTALLED BY PROFESSIONALS • 5 OR TO YEAR GUARANTEES INCLUDED 

• LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF DOOR COMBINATIONS 

• FREE HOME CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBUGATION 

• CAD DESIGN SERVICE FOR FIHED PRODUCTS 



SLIDING DOORSWALES.COM 


Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Industriai Est. 
Bridgend CF313RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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a: SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

[B^n] 



2014 FIXTURES 


SIX NATIONS 

SCHEDULE 


SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 1 

WALES V Italy 2.30pm 
France v England 5pm 

SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 2 

Ireland v Scotland 3pm 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 8 

Ireland v WALES 2.30pm 
Scotland v England 5pm 

SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 9 

France v Italy 3pm 

FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 21 

WALES V France 8pm 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 22 

Italy V Scotland 1.30pm 
England v Ireland 4pm 

SATURDAY. MARCH 8 

Ireland v Italy 2.30pm 
Scotland v France 5pm 

SUNDAY. MARCH 9 
England v WALES 3pm 


SATURDAY. MARCH 15 

Italy V England 12.30pm 
WALES V Scotland 2.45pm 
France v Ireland 5pm 


D.B. FRANCIS^ 

• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced^^B 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation^^^ 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 


Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 

www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



EASYWAYMM 
COACH HIRE 111) 


6 ^ 


• Airport Transfers • Golf Trips • Weddings 
• Contracts • A Weekend Away 
• or just a Night Out 

^om^o^ttoMe THutc 

S t(F 33 

Tel. 01656 655655 
Fax: 01656 647777 

Kent Road, Bridgend Ind Est, 
Bridgend CF31 3TU 


^ ^ BARRY 

Tel: 01446 
735265 

info@welshbutchers.co.uk • www.welshbutchers.co.uk 


C'mon Wales - 
support Welsh Rugby 
ana Welsh Farmers - 
we do! Shop Local. 



'L K. MARGETTS (Funky’s) 

g GENTLEMEN’S 
BARBERSHOP 


51 VERB STREET, CADOXTON 



Supporting the 
Welsh rughy team 
- good luck! 


Open Tuesday - Adults from £7 
Saturday 9am - 6pm OAPs from £5 
Tel. 07731 763087 Children from £6 


WELSH CAMP AIMS TO 
BLOT OUT CIVIL WAR 
AS FANS GEAR UP FOR 
HISTORIC CAMPAIGN 


O UTLANDISH though it may 
seem, the final outcome of the 
2014 Six Nations rugby cham¬ 
pionship which kicks off on Saturday, 
February 1, may well prove to be 
determined on the opening weekend - 
with the main contenders for the title 
all having a special point to prove, 
writes DON JOHN. 

Notorious slow starters Wales, who 
face last year’s surprise package, Italy, at 
the Millennium Stadium, will be hoping 
that this time there will be no repeat of 
their dire first 40 minutes in last year’s 
opening game against Ireland in Cardiff, 
which, as it turned out, cost them a back- 
to-back and fourth Grand Slam in nine 
years. 

That 22-30 reverse was put into sharp 
relief by successive Welsh victories over 
France, Italy and Scotland, culminating 
in the shock 30-3 crushing of England’s 
Grand Slam hopes, which clinched the 
2013 championship title on a heady night 
for Welsh rugby at the Millennium 
Stadium. 


^ BRYNHILL GOLf CLUB 

We are pleased to support 

The Welsh Rugby Team 


Brynhill Golf Club, Port Road, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 8PN 

Tel: 01446 720277 

Louise(^brynhillgolfclub .co.uk 
www.brynhillgolfclub.co.uk 


VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN INN 

Superb home-cooked food 
at sensible prices! 

♦ REAL ALES ♦ REAL EOOD 
^REALEIRES 

SIX NATIONS 




RUGBY LIVE! 

53 High Street, COWBRIDGE 

Tel. (01446) 772252 


Despite a seemingly never-ending 
injury list, and against a background of 
bitter off-field conflict between the WRU 
and the four professional regions, the 
Welsh camp’s hopes are high of maintain¬ 
ing their impressive progress under head 
coach Warren Gatland and achieving a 
third successive championship title. 

However, badly wounded England, 
who had come to the Millennium 
Stadium confident of victory in 2013, will 
be desperate to avenge their worst defeat 
to Wales when they meet again, this time 
at fortress Twickenham on March 9. 

Before then, though, the men in white 
from ‘HQ’ will face another side whose 
pride has been hurt, last year’s humbled 
‘wooden spoonists’ France, in Paris - also 
on the opening day of the campaign - in 
a crunch clash that will immediately 
remove one of Wales’ main Grand Slam 
rivals from the equation. 


The following day, it will be the turn of 
Ireland - who gave the All Blacks such a 
tough test in the autumn - to overcome 
the first challenge to their Six Nations 
title hopes from the slowly re-building 
Scots, who like Italy, ended above them in 
the 2013 results table. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 17) 



Professional K9 Beauticians 


• Convenient location in the heart of Rhoose village with easy paiking 

• Safe, secure and happy environment for your precious pooches 

• From lieshen up bath’ to a Full Spa Treatment 

• Ear plucking, nail clipping and gland expressing inci in full groom 

Call Kath & Jo for an appointment on 
01446 710044 or pop in and see us anytime 



Throughout the Vale, expanded to cover 
Cowbridge and surrounding areas. 

Llantwit Cars 

Private/Corporate Travel 
1 - 57 Passengers 
Luxury Vehicles • Airport Trips 
Holi(day Packages •Day Trips 

Why choose to 
travel with 
Llantwit Cars? 

• Local, friendly 
business 

• Competitive rates 

• Fully insured and 
licensed 

• Any distance covered 

• All drivers CRB 
checked 


Llantwit Cars (Taxi Service); 01446 79 4545 
Llantwit Cars (Minibus Hire); 01446 79 2110 
www.llantwittravel.co.uk 
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SIX NATIONS 
RUGBY n^TURES 


Forget 
off-field 
discord, 
stand by 
for yet 
another 
thriller! 

(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 16) 

Both the Irish and the 
French will want to 
prove a point against 
the upstart Azzurri, 
who can no longer be 
dismissed as interna¬ 
tional lightweights. 

After all, they con¬ 
founded the form book 
by defeating Ireland 
22-15 and France 23- 
18 when they met in 
Rome last year. 

All in all, despite the 
huge uncertainty 
caused by the off-field 
distractions that have 
engulfed the Welsh 
and European game in 
recent months, it 
promises to be another 
enthralling tourna¬ 
ment - with all six 
nations especially keen 
to lay down early 
markers for next 
year’s Rugby World 
Cup. 

Already, the excite¬ 
ment among Welsh 
supporters is evident, 
with a ‘sold out’ sign 
at the Millennium 
Stadium for the final 
match against 
Scotland on March 15, 
as they scent a record 
fourth Grand Slam is 
in the air. 

Time will tell if that 
inimitable optimism is 
justified. 


WYCARS 

of Llantwit Major 
Private Hire Taxis 


Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts *4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com 


WALES V ITALY 

Travel information 

A rriva Trains Wales say they will be 
providing extra train services and 
additional seating capacity “where 
possible’^ - to cater for fans travelling to 
the Wales v Italy Six Nations game at the 
Millennium Stadium in Cardfff on 
Saturday, February 1. 

A spokesperson said: “For the return trip, cus¬ 
tomers are advised to ensure they make their way 
to Cardiff Central Station with plenty of time to 
catch services advertised in the normal timetable, 
as only a limited number of additional services will 
be provided beyond 7pm. 

“Seats will be allocated on a first come, first 
served basis. Customers are also advised to buy a 
return ticket, as they offer better value than two 
singles, and also to avoid queuing at the ticket 
machines. 

“As usual, the British Transport Police will be 
on duty, and passengers who are deemed not fit to 
travel due to excess alcohol consumption, will not 
be allowed on the trains. ” 


Horseshoes 


inrv 


MOULTON, Nr BARRY 


★ ★★ NEW 

for January & February 

Fixed Price Menu 

Lunchtimes & Evenings Monday to Friday 

I Course £6.00 * 2 Courses £8.00 
3 Courses £10.00 

Choice of starters, mains & desserts. 
Our usual menu is also available. 

Drinks Offers 

Carling, Worthington & Stowford Press 
Cider only £3 a pint 
1.5 litre jug of Pepsi,Tango 
or lemonade £5 

Buy 2 large glasses of house 
wine & get the rest of the 
bottle FREE 

Kids Eat & Play 

Meal & Unlimited Play £ 4.95 

Offer extended until end of January 


SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

All matches shown live! 
Free Curry at HalfTime during 
Wales rugby matches. 


FREE Wl FI 

www.3horseshoespub.com 
TEL: 01446 710428 



12 BROAD STREET, 
BARRY 

TEL 07946 960610 


BAR • WINE BAR 


OPEN 5.00pm - 12 midnight Wednesday & Thursday 
5.00pm - 1.00am Friday & Saturday 


RBS Six Nations Rugby 

All matches shown - sandwiches proWdea 


Shown on Big Screen 


Live Entertainment every Friday & Saturday Night 
Available for Private Parties and Buffets 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
Enjoy beers, wines and spirits in a comfortable, 
contemporary, relaxing bar. 


On your marks 
for Bamardo’s! 


THE countdown has already 
begun for this year’s Cardiff 
Half Marathon on Sunday, 
October 5, and Barnardo’s 
Cymru is urging its support¬ 
ers to register and “get train¬ 
ing” for the flagship running 
event. 

Runners will be setting off from 
Cardiff Castle on the 13.1 mile 
course, taking in the capital city’s 
most iconic landmarks. 

Yvonne Rodgers, director 
Bamardo’s Cymm, said: “2014 will 
be the 12th year of the half marathon 
in the Welsh capital and Barnardo’s 
are proud to be the official race chari¬ 
ty partner. 

“The Cardiff Half Marathon is the 
biggest road race in Wales and the 
second biggest half marathon in the 


UK. Barnardo’s needs your support 
now more than ever to deliver our 
services to help children and young 
people who are abused, vulnerable, 
neglected or living in poverty. 

“Money raised will help us mn one 
of our 88 services across Wales, 
including Seraf, an all-Wales service 
which helps children and young peo¬ 
ple who are currently being sexually 
exploited or are in danger of such 
exploitation.” 

The 2013 Lloyds Bank Cardiff 
Half Marathon was a record-breaker, 
with over 19,000 registered mnners, 
cheered on by over 40,000 spectators. 
This year’s event will be bigger and 
better than ever before. 

Contact: 

facebook.com/BarnardosEvents, or 
twitter. com/BarnardosEvents. 


Travellers’ 
treat at cafe 


LOCAL artist 
and felt-maker, 
Pat Johnson, is 
exhibiting her 
work in the 
Travellers 
Cafe/Gallery on 
Platform 1 at 
Barry Railway 
Station, Barry. 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Artists help to 
run the gallery 
with the Mind in 
the Vale charity; 
open weekday 
mornings Jam 
until noon. 

The exhibition 
runs until March 
14. 



Winter Trees 
by Pat Johnson. 



LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHOOL A School for the 21st 

. - . ^ ^ . Century at the Heart 

JL LLAJNELLI L i AV^ K of the community 



Llantwit Major 
Sixth Form 
Open Evening 

Wednesday 5th February 2014 
6pm-8pm 

For all parents and students now 
considering their 6th form options. 

A range of presentations inciuding: 

• Information on all A level & 
Vocational courses 

• Details of the Welsh Baccalaureate 
Qualification 

• An outline of the first class support 
provided 

• The vast extra-curricular 
opportunities available 

• Resources to enhance learning 

Llantwit Major Sixth Form benefits from: 

• Excellent A level results with 81 % 

A*-C equivalent in 2 or more A level 
qualifications, with 26% being A* and A 

• Small teaching/form groups 

• Excellent success rate for 
university applications 

• UCAS advice and events 

• Careers Events 

• Voluntary and charity work 

• Work experience 

• Mentoring 

• Music & Drama productions 

• Prefect Team 

• School Council 
•Welsh Baccalaureate 

• Interact (Rotary) Club 
1 • Sixth Form Study Room 

• English and Maths GCSE resits 

Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan. 
CF61 ITQ.Tel: 01446 793301 
email:llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

www.llantwitschool.org.uk _ , , 

^ Photos courtesy of Colorfoto 
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Dark mysteries and 
ghostly spectres 
from Llanmaes’ past 


THE village of Llanmaes 
lies north of Llantwit 
Major in the Vale, around 
two miles from the 
Glamorgan Heritage Coast 
at Stout Bay. 

The Church of St Cadoc (St 
Cattwg’s) was first mentioned in 
documents from 1254, and is 
believed to have been built upon 
an earlier Celtic groundwork. 

It was awarded a Grade II list¬ 
ing in 1963, as it has impressive 
features such as the chancel, the 
nave, and western tower. 

Although most of the church 
was built earlier, the three bells, 
the tower and chancel were added 
in 1632. Other entries referring to 
the church date to July 17, 1621, 
with another quotation stating that 
the chalice is from 1549. 

A wooden rood (screen) divides 
the chancel and nave, and the large 
font with spectacular rolled 
mountings on its rim date back to 
Norman times. A railed tomb 
devoted to the Nicholl family to 
the east of the chancel was given 
Grade II status in 2003. 

In the church, dedicated writ¬ 
ings are visible, worded in Latin 
which translates to ‘This Belfry 
was erected at the cost of the 
parish and friends (well-wishers) 
to Edward Llewelyn and Iltyd 
Nicholl, wardens of the Church 
1632’. Sir John Nicholl, a relation 
to Iltyd, was born at the Great 
House, north of the church. 

In the churchyard, a 15 th 
Century Grade II listed Calvary 
stone cross with four stone steps is 
a prominent feature. 

Burial records refer to the long 
life of many residents, referring to 
as far back as 1495. An unusual 


§1P®(D1]^ TM.1S 

by 

Hay/ey Williams 

allusion suggests that a Battle of 
Bosworth field veteran Ivan 
Yorath, in 1485 was 108 years old, 
something which is highly unlike¬ 
ly. In fact, at the age of 44, he is 
documented to have lived out the 
remainder of his life as a fisher¬ 
man in Llantwit Major. 

There is evidence of the 
remains of a 14th Century Norman 
Hall or tower called 
Malifant/Malefant Castle, 

although no documentation about 
these erections have ever been 
unearthed. These sit behind a 
modem house in fields along the 
coastal road, where the mins of a 
Roman fort are apparent. 

Llanmaes House was built 
around 1540 by James Turbevill. 
It was Grade II listed in 1962 and 
is adjacent to the church situated 
in the ancient part of the village. 

Little is known about its inhab¬ 
itants as documentation does not 
seem to exist, except that it was 
enlarged during the 19th Century 
with a central stairwell and pan¬ 
elled rooms. A drawing room and 
reception hall were added during 
the 18th Century. 

The Great House itself is lime 
washed with a dovecot (Grade II 
listed 2003) surrounded by beauti¬ 
ful gardens. The three storey 
building was constmcted in ren¬ 
aissance style. The walls, gate 
piers and gates were awarded 
Grade II status in 2003. 

The focal point of this idyllic 
village is the village green with its 
vibrantly painted pump and a 
wooden bridge stretching across 


the stream which flows through 
the heart of the village. 

The Blacksmiths Arms is the 
only surviving public house in the 
village, and it gets its name from 
the old forge which lies opposite. 

With such a varied history 
throughout the years, the tranquil 
village of Llanmaes may not be as 
peaceful as it may seem because it 
attracts visitors of the supernatural 
kind. 

The eerie image of a tall man 
has been seen on numerous occa¬ 
sions. He has been labelled as the 
‘Peddler’s Ghost’ as it is thought 
that he was a door-to-door sales¬ 
man of Scottish descent, murdered 
in a lane near Picketston. 

His large skeleton was found 
buried beside the roadside, a 
macabre find. Could this ghostly 
spectre be in search of a respect¬ 
ful burial, unable to rest until this 
endeavour is complete? 

Another lane/track road at 
Llanmaes is eerily called Gallows 
Way, aptly named after the 
Gallows Tree where many citizens 
met their end. The startling specta¬ 
cle of phantom black dogs have 
been seen, prowling the lane as if 
in search of someone, or even 
something. 

Could these frightful hounds be 
the faithful companions of the 
condemned, guarding the site of 
their former masters? 

At the dead of night, peculiar 
noises have been heard, together 
with the sound of a mass crowd 
invisibly running along the track 
road, followed by something 
heavy falling to the ground. 

Could these mysterious occur¬ 
rences be linked to a treacherous 
world beyond our grasp? 

hayley.williams550@yahoo.com 


Young 

carers’ 

award 

YOUNG people who 
care for family 
members have been 
awarded £800 from 
Capital FM’s Big 
Christmas Give. 

The money will be 
used by Action for 
Children-Gweithredu 
dros Slant’s Vale of 
Glamorgan Young 
Carers service to pro¬ 
vide fun events, such as 
bowling, cinema trips 
and play centre visits. 

It was awarded to the 
service by Capital FM 
from a grant of £15,000, 
which was raised by 
Cardiff Round Table, 
supported by Legal and 
General. 

Debra Ennis, chil¬ 
dren ’5 services manager 
at Action for Children- 
Gweithredu dros Blant, 
said: “These young peo¬ 
ple don’t often have time 
to enjoy themselves or 
see friends and even 
their school work can 
suffer. ” 

The service provides 
regular events for more 
than 70 young people 
who spend time for oth¬ 
ers. If you know a young 
person between the ages 
of eight to 18 who regu¬ 
larly cares for a relative 
and would benefit from 
support, contact Vale of 
Glamorgan Young 
Carers on 01446 
724080. 


Penarth Computer 
Club members make 
plans for busy year 


CHAIRMAN Mike J greeted 
members at our first meeting 
of 2014 (our AGM) by wishing 
them a happy and prosperous 
New Year. He noted the pass¬ 
ing of two of our long-standing 
members recently; Wally and 
Ron. He said that he had 
enjoyed his first year as chair¬ 
man and looked forward to the 
coming programme, to be 
decided by the membership 
after the tea break. 

Secretary Mike F briefly reviewed 
the past year (at our age some of us for¬ 
get what we were doing last week). 

Treasurer Howard presented the 
financial report which showed a small 
deficit over the last year. Although we 
have space for a few more members, 
the overall financial position was still 
healthy and no increase was proposed 
for the annual subscription (£5 since 
1992) or for the meeting fees 
(Members £2, Visitors £3). 

All reports were accepted and 
approved, (the financial report being 
approved subject to audit). 

The existing committee was re¬ 
elected without change. Officers are as 
above and Nic, Rhona, and Kevin S are 
committee members. 

The short formal business meeting 
was then closed and refreshments 
enjoyed before re-assembling to dis¬ 
cuss the programme content for meet¬ 
ings up to the summer break. 

This involved some lively debate 
that included a degree of friendly ban¬ 
ter. 

Some of the specifics might be 
adjusted slightly, but the programme 
that emerged will be a welcome mix¬ 
ture of new and old style - with the old 
style containing new material starting 


with some new general hints and tips. 

A forum evening will give members 
a chance to raise a variety of questions 
on any computer topic that we can han¬ 
dle. 

A new feature will be an evening 
emphasising the FUN you can have 
with your computer. We don’t do 
shoot - ‘em - up games, but the chair¬ 
man has some other ideas that we can 
explore. 

More hints and tips will concentrate 
on specific applications such as Word. 
That can be quite interactive as various 
ways of doing something are revealed. 

Another visit from a guest speaker 
will further explore photo-editing. 

Looking at how to deal with the pro¬ 
liferation of different plugs and sockets 
and cables will be useful. So will an 
evening looking at getting the best out 
of your smart-phone. 

Skype for free telephone calls and 
video links over the internet will be 
revisited. 

We will be looking at the ‘Cloud’ to 
see just how useful it can be and learn¬ 
ing all about websites, and how to 
make or use them to best effect. 

The programme will be rounded off 
with a Chips and Chat evening and 
finally an open evening as part of the 
Penarth Festival. 

We do have little informal chats at 
all our meetings where we help to 
resolve or suggest solutions to prob¬ 
lems encountered by members as they 
just get along with using their comput¬ 
er. That’s the reason ‘The Friendly 
Club’ exists, after all! 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 
January 28, at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth, at 7.30pm. 
Old and new hints and tips. Visitors 
always welcome. See penarthcomput- 
erclub.co.uk. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


NEW Year, NEW kitchen 
doors and worktops! 



r 



Order your fM?w 
doors iiod 
worktops And havt 
a new oven, hob 
and extractor for 

£ 99 . 00 * 
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Dear Door Doctor 

‘You and your 

colleagues were 

extremely helpful and 

polite throughout and , 

nothing seemed to be 

too much trouble, It v«s 

1 obvious that you took 

pride in your work. 

Jeff and Julie Joyce 


ASK ABOUT quartzize 

Th« quart! overlay whkf> fo«f ovar yoor 
exbtsng worktops - leas fuss, leas diaoa 



'.ii 




Less mess, Less 
time, Less cost 

Using your existing cabinets, 
we will replace your doors ar>d 
worktops rejuvenating 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and mayhem! 



01446 688018 / 01656 360027 $ 

CONTACT 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 

CONSULTATION LINES OPEN MON SAT BAM 8PM. SUN lOAM • 4PM 
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‘A caring man, 
and passionate 
about his town’ 

TRIBUTE PAID TO 
DAVID SPICKETT 


RIGHT: 

David 
Spickett, 
pictured 
on the 
day of 
his and 
Jackie 
wedding. 
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REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 
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Elderly 
exercise class 
in Barry 

IF you elderly and 
prone to falls, frail, or 
maybe a carer looking 
after someone who 
suffers from falls, this 
class could help you, 
says Age Connect 
Cardiff and Vale. 

It has started the 
Otago exercise class at 
The Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry. 

The class is designed 
to provide a series of 
leg-strengthening and 
balance-retraining exer¬ 
cises. 

Age Connect says the 
exercises will help pre¬ 
vent falls, enabling peo¬ 
ple to live more inde¬ 
pendently and feel safe. 

The classes are led 
on Monday afternoons, 
from 1pm- 2pm by a 
qualified Otago exercise 
instructress; cost £2; 
contact 01446 732385 
for further information 
or just go along. 

History 

group 

THE next meeting of 
the Rhoose and 
District History 
Society takes place on 
Friday, January 31 at 
the lesser hall, in 
Rhoose Community 
Hall, Stewart Road, at 
7.30pm. All are wel¬ 
come - entry £1 to 
cover the cost. 

Jumble sale 

THE 1st DINAS 
POWYS Scout Group 
jumble sale takes place 
on Saturday, February 


1 at 1.30pm in the 
Scout Hall, Highwalls 
Road, Dinas Powys. 
Admission is 50p. 

YEC takes to 
the stage 

ON February 7 at 
7.30pm and February 
8 at 7pm, the 
Glamorgan Federation 
of Young Farmers 
Clubs presents its 
annual entertainments 
competition at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

It sees members of 
Glamorgan’s seven 
clubs take to the stage 
to showcase their talents 
- from singing and 
dancing to acting and 
comic sketches. 

The winning cast will 
go forward to represent 
Glamorgan in the Wales 
finals in Llandudno in 
March and from that, 
the winning team go 
forward to the national 
finals held in Blackpool 
in May. 

There will be per¬ 
formances from Neath, 
Gelligaer, Maendy and 
Bridgend, Llantrisant, 
Wick and Gower, along 
with final adjudication 
and results. 

Tickets are priced at 
£10 per adult and £5 for 
under-16s. 

Contact County 
Organiser, Gwyneth 
Thomas, on 07779 
331839, or by email: 
glamorgan@yfc- 
wales.org.uk 

Tickets are also 
available on the door 
each night. HL 


MR David 
Spickett, the well 
known former 
funeral director, 
who has died at the 
age of 80, has been 
described as “a 
caring man who 
was passionate 
about the area he 
served and lived”. 

David was the fourth 
generation of a family 
occupying a unique 
place in Barry’s history, 
having founded W 
Spickett & Sons Funeral 
Directors in 1837. 

Fellow funeral direc¬ 
tor Lyndsay Ellis of The 
Vale Funeral Service, 
told The GEM that 
David would be remem¬ 
bered over a wide area 
as someone who cared 
about his community, 
and was a thorough pro¬ 
fessional. 

“David was very well 
known and liked, and a 
community-minded per¬ 
son. He was a caring 
man, who was passion¬ 
ate about Cadoxton and 
Barry - and patriotic, 
too. 

“David was a true 
professional, and known 
to be a stickler for keep¬ 
ing time while carrying 
out a funeral. 

“He was supportive 
of local families and 
provided them with a 
personal, dignified serv¬ 
ice. 

“He and his family 
are part of a proud tradi¬ 
tion, being an independ¬ 
ent, family-owned 
funeral director over 
many decades. His son. 


Andrew, joined him in 
the business for 14 years 
until David retired in the 
year 2000, when another 
independent, family- 
owned directors, 
Pidgeons of Cardiff took 
over.” 

They incorporated 
and kept the name until 
September 2012, when 
it changed to Lyndsay 
Ellis @ The Vale 
Funeral Service. 

Lyndsay said: “We 
have still incorporated 
the Spickett name 
because I strive and am 
dedicated to maintaining 
the high standards and 
reputation established 
by David and his family. 

“He will be a huge 
loss to the community, 
and it was a privilege 
knowing him. Our 
thoughts are with Jackie 
and the family at this 
time.” 

David passed away 
peacefully at the 
University Hospital of 
Wales on January 17, 
following a long illness. 

He and his family 
regularly worshipped at 
the old village church of 
St Cadoc’s in Cadoxton, 
though his funeral will 
take place at St Mary’s 
Church, Holton Road, 
Barry, on Monday, 
February 3 at L30pm. 

David leaves a wife 
Jackie, son Andrew, 
daughter-in-law Jane, 
and grandchildren Riah, 
Ruby, Morgan, Kiara, 
and Kleo. He was also 
father to his late daugh¬ 
ter Jane. 


Did you know 
you can find The 
GEM on Twitter? 

Follow us: @gem_news 


Concert in 
aid of Haiti 

BARRY Male Voice Choir has agreed to 
take part in a concert in the new hall at 
Holy Presbyterian Church on March 28, 
at 7.30pm in aid of the Haiti Hospital 
Appeal. 

The event has been inspired by local cam¬ 
paigner, Godfrey Knight, who had organised a 
number of events to raise funds to help Haiti since 
it was devastated by an earthquake in 2010. 

The GEM will be publicising more details of 
the concert, including ticket information, nearer 
the time. 

As King Lear 
might have said 
about the EU... 

H ere is King Lear forecasting Dave’s 
announcement of his EU renegotiation 
plans: 

“I will do such things. What they are yet I 
know not: but they shall be The terrors of the 
European Union. ” 

R Bradshaw, Cowbridge. 



Double sided mattress. 
Warm in winter and 
cool in summer 


©tfT 

N^W IN THE FINAL WEEK! 
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FREE 
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Armitage 3 seater traditional sofa RRP £1699 SdlG £849 


The Detroit, double reclining action 3 ’ 
seater sofa ppp £.,259 sgle £629 


Olympic. Contemporary 3 seater sofa 
in a choice of fabrics and colours. 

RRP £759 Sale £379 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 


ON CLEARANCE ITEMS 


Extending oak 
dining 

RRP £999 Sale £399 

Extra Discount 

£249 

3 seater and 2 RRp £1879 sale £749 

seater black leather Extra Discount 
sofa pair £599 

Oak television 
unit i 

RRP £639 Sale £249 

Extra Discount 

£179 

3 seater fabric 
sofa - 

RRP £759 Sale £299 

Extra Discount 

£199 


Tall oak bookcase 

Extra Discount 


£199 


Wardrobe, 4 drawer chest £639 Sale £249 
and bedside cabinet 

package deal £ J 99 


Clement. Divan set. double divan 
with memory foam and traditional 
fillings. 

RRP £639 Sale £319 


Knolo Cloud pocket memory 4'6 
standard divan set. 1500 Pocket 
sprung encapsulated border, natural 
bamboo cover, luxury pillow top. 

10 Year Warranty. 


_ dl 

Pms 6{{p£S sat 

Contemporary extending glass dining 
table and 4 chairs.. 

RRP £879 Sale £439 
See our website for the complete range 


Origins contsmi^omf) coiiectm 

Solid construction & stunning lines. 
Table and 4 Hamley chairs. 

RRP £1259 Sale £629 

See our website for the complete range 


^ NE^ 

M LATE K 

homestones 


.co.uk g 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 
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25% OFF 

in our 

JANUARY 

SALE 

Celebrate our 20 years m 

business with our amazing sale 


Our TRIPLE glazed wiidows are 

AMAZING 


WINDOWS, DOORS 


& CONSERVATORIES 


Unit 2, Leckwith Rd 
Cardiff, CF11 SAP 

10a Ewenny Rd, 
Bridgend, CF31 3HL 




Yale Secured PVC Front Doors 


Full Repair Service Available 


A 


10 year 
guarantee 
beautiful 
designs 

only 

£ 550 * 

fully fitted! 

PVC Back 
Doors 

£ 499 * 

^Mention This Ad When Ordering 


r 


!Vp 

i 


Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Trade Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories Enquiries 
Welcome 

r 


AN AWARD WINNING 
FAMILY BUSINE^ 
SINCE 1994 


02920 508770 Cardiff 01656 349515 Bridgend 
01446439212 Barry E-mail: mpnwindows@aol.com - 


FENSAl 
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LOCAL CHILDREN RIDE THE 
STAGECOACH TO SUCCESS 



ABOVE: Students who were successful in their LAMDA exams. 



Spring term students with their certificates. 


STUDENTS from Stagecoach 
theatre schools in Bridgend and 
the Vale are celebrating once 
again, having achieved “fantastic 
results” in recent London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Art (LAMDA) exams. 

The children aged six to 18 took an 
exam in acting or speaking of verse and 
prose - and all passed, maintaining the 
school’s outstanding track record. 

LAMDA awards are offered as an 
optional extra alongside weekly classes, 
and given the fact that they are a global¬ 
ly-recognised qualification, the uptake is 
always very high. 

Husband and wife team Helene and 
Rob Reynolds said they were “extremely 
proud” of their award-winning schools in 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, and have also 
recently taken over as owners of 
Stagecoach Cardiff. 

They are looking forward to an excit¬ 
ing 2014 for Stagecoach, following on 
from last year’s 25th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions which gave students opportunities 
to perform at the NIA Birmingham, Her 
Majesty’s Theatre, London, and the 
Grand Theatre, Swansea. 

As the new term starts, new students 
of all ages and abilities are welcome to 
enrol. Its show term and main school 
students will be rehearsing and perform¬ 
ing the musical Shakespeare Rocks! 

The early stages children will show¬ 
case their singing, dance and drama in 
Disney Magic. 

Other opportunities include 
Performance Arts Awards, which are 
fully-accredited group musical theatre 
exams. Students will also be busy 
rehearsing for performances in St David’s 
Hall and the Wales Millennium Centre. 


Group calls for 
polystyrene ban 



Vale DWP pilot 
scheme targets 
benefit fraud 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has wel¬ 
comed news that 
the Department for 
Work and Pensions 
is piloting a new 
communication 
campaign targeting 
benefit fraud and 
error in the Vale. 

He commented: 
“Every year, £5.8 bil¬ 
lion of taxpayers’ 
money is lost because 
of benefit and tax 
credits fraud and 
error. This campaign 
is about helping to 
reduce the amount 
lost each year and 
creating a fairer wel¬ 


fare system by giving 
those claiming bene¬ 
fits the information 
needed to avoid 
errors occurring, as 
well as focusing on 
catching those com¬ 
mitting benefit fraud. 

“This campaign 
will run for some 
weeks. It aims to 
drive awareness 
amongst claimants, 
their friends, families 
and intermediary 
organisations of the 
need for claimants to 
report change of cir¬ 
cumstances; and 
encourage the wider 
public to report sus¬ 
pected benefit fraud.” 


FRIENDS of Barry 
Beaches are calling 
on people to log 
onto the Welsh 
Government’s web¬ 
site and sign their 
e-petition calling 
for a ban on poly¬ 
styrene food and 
drinks containers. 

Contact: www.assem¬ 
bly wales. org/epetition- 
list-of- 

signatories.htm?pet- 

id=957. 

The group will also be 
holding a beach clean on 
Sunday, January 26, 
meeting at 3pm on 
Porthkerry Beach, adja¬ 
cent to the Forest Cafe. 

Co-ordinator Coun 
Rob Curtis, said: 
“Polystyrene litter repre¬ 
sents around a quarter of 
all the material we 
remove from the beach¬ 
es. We now need your 
support to finally get it 
banned.” 



® 40 % off kitchens 

& we pay the VAT until end of FEB 2014 


thomas 


4 Derwen Road I Tel: 01656 662665 
Bridgend CF31 1LH I Mob: 07872 451612 

www.thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 

enquiries@thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 


OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

• FREE Design • FREE Planning • FREE home visits 
Also an impressive range of bedroom furniture 


DON’T MISS OUT 

ENDING 31St IAN 

PLAZA TOYMASTER, UNIT 12. POUNDFIELD. LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CF61 1DL (01446 794118> royMASrERjrvRLCO.CO UK 
» some exclusions apply 




WARHAMMER 
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Cowbridge 
on the TV 

- but not as 
you know it! 


A NEW series of 
Sky One’s popular 
comedy drama 
Stella starts this 
Friday (January 
24) and Cowbridge 
will feature - 
although it may be 
somewhat dis¬ 
guised. 

Over the last year, 
many residents have 
noticed several large 
lorries parked either in 
the cattle market or at 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
and this has been ‘base 
camp’ while scenes 
were being hlmed in a 
Cowbridge hair¬ 
dressers. 

In the Ruth Jones- 
created show, which 
The GEM understands 
is Sky One’s biggest 
budget drama produc¬ 
tion, a new hair salon 
opens in the fictional 
valley town of 
Pontyberry (in reality, 
Ferndale in the 
Rhondda). 

So, when the loca¬ 
tion managers were 
looking for a suitable 
salon, they approached 
Fich and Ramous in 
Eastgate. 

Be warned, the salon 
has been renamed 


Jensen’s, and all the 
nearby signs identify¬ 
ing Cowbridge busi¬ 
nesses were removed 
whenever filming was 
taking place, so exteri¬ 
or shots will be 
designed to hide its 
true location. 

However, quite a 
number of scenes were 
shot inside the salon, 
and Fich and Ramous 
staff were often on 
hand as extras. 

Clair Collins from 
Fich & Ramous, said: 
“It looks as if this new 
salon will feature heav¬ 
ily in the plot line. 

“I have been told 
that episode one on 
Friday will be setting 
the scene and introduc¬ 
ing new characters. I 
think the salon will 
appear as part of that 


ACT FAST WHEN STROKE 
STRIKES A LOVED ONE 


I AN LEWIS of the Stroke 
Association, Bridgend, was the 
first guest speaker of 2014 at 
Bont Faen WI - we are all aware 
of the possibilities of suffering a 
stroke and Ian explained that the 
support group provides opportu¬ 
nities for both victims and carers 
to get out of the house and meet 
people in similar situations. 

There are many activities, both 
indoors and outside. 

A total of 152,000 people suffer a 
stroke each year in the UK, one in 
five being fatal, and stroke is the 
world’s second biggest killer, regard¬ 
less of age or ethnicity. 

Many people suffer a mini stroke 
(TIA - transient ischaemic attack) 
which may only last a few minutes, 
but it is essential to report any such 
incident to the doctor as it could be 
warning of a more serious stroke to 
come. 

Obesity, extremes of smoking, alco¬ 
hol and drugs can all be dangerous 
factors and Ian stressed the impor¬ 
tance of healthy living. He said to 
remember to act fast if a stroke occurs 
(the symptoms are facial 
weakness/arm weakness/or speech 
problems). 

If a member of your family should 
survive, please do not hesitate to con¬ 
tact the Stroke Helpline and consider 


joining the Bridgend group. Lynne 
Addison thanked Ian. 

Miranda Davies won the raffle 
prize. 

Stepping back to report on some 
recent fun matters, our committee 
members enjoyed a very good end of 
year meeting at the River View 
Chinese restaurant in December and 
almost all members joined us for the 
Bont Faen WI New Year dinner at the 
Bear Hotel. 

A delicious meal and good conver¬ 
sation was interrupted by Santa’s 
helpers, who distributed some late 
Christmas gifts, valiantly purchased in 
the January sales! 

Looking ahead to February 16, our 
branch member, Margaret Bourke, 
will give a personal presentation on 
her talk, which was well received, at 
the Glamorgan Federation Council 
meeting last year - ‘90 years of 
Glamorgan WI: Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow’. 

On March 27, we celebrate our 
25th anniversary, for which an excel¬ 
lent speaker has been booked. The 
meeting will move upstairs to the 
Town Hall to accommodate current 
and original members, invited guests, 
and other local WI groups linked both 
past and present. 

We certainly look forward to 2014! 

JULIE HARRIS (president) 


Primary School 
staff‘Walk for 
the Wounded’ 



MEMBERS of staff at St David’s Church in Wales Primary, 
Colwinston, walked home from work - as part of a national charity 
event run by the military charity ‘Walking with the Wounded’. 

They walked from Colwinston to Cowbridge at the end of the school 
day on January 16. The walkers donated £300 to help re-train and re¬ 
educate wounded servicemen and women for finding long term 
employment after they have left the Armed Forces. 


Events 
lined up 
for the 
rural Vale 
calendar 


THE Vale of Glamorgan Ploughing 
and Hedging Society held a meeting at 
the Six Bells Inn, Penmark on January 
16 when chairman, Andrew Studley, 
thanked members for their support. 

The society is now open to membership for a 
£10 per annum fee, and anyone wishing to join 
can contact the secretary on 01446 710610 or 
on 07855 414 759. 

It is hoped that over the coming months, 
many supporters will become society members. 

The society will be holding an instruction in 
ploughing weekend at Norton Hall Farm on 


March 29-30 by permission of Mr Graham 
David, on fields at Little West on the Ogmore- 
by-Sea road to Southerndown. All are wel¬ 
come. 

The annual tractor run in support of the Ed 
Evans Foundation will again start and finish in 
Frank Sutton Yard in St Mary Hill on April 27. 
The event is managed by the Aberthin Tractor 
Boys. Anyone wishing to enter should contact 
07973 889 712, or 07980 921 990. 

This year’s hedge cutting competition will be 
held at Gileston Farm, Vale of Glamorgan, on 
February 16, at 9.30am, by permission of Mr J 
Thomas. 


The annual ploughing match will be held at 
Marcross Farm, Vale of Glamorgan, on Sunday, 
September 21 at 9am by permission of Mr 
Evans and family. Anyone wishing to enter 
should call 07980 921 990. 

The ploughing match will incorporate The 
Ferguson T.20 European Championship. All 
tractors and ploughs in this class were manu¬ 
factured between 1946 and 1956. 

This event will be run by The Ferguson Club 
in memory of the late Harry Ferguson. Please 
contact 01656 654440for further details. 

BASIL GEORGE 



Flooring to suit every room in the home 


CARPETS 


Select the right flooring in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere 


Carpel • Laminates • Cushion Floor • Karndean 


AHRACTIONS 
VELOUR PILE 
£ 4.49 sqmtr 
Was £8.99 sq mir 

COLLEGE 
STRIPE BERBER 
£ 6.49 sqmtr 
Was£12.99 sqmtr 

STAIN FREE 
TWIST APPEAL 
£ 6.99 sq mIr 
Was£8.99 sqmtr 


FASHION 
BERBER STRIPE 
Special Price 
£ 4.99 sqmtr 


DALTON TWIST 
£ 4.99 sqmtr 
Was £6.99 sq mtr 


FORTRESS 
BERBER 
£ 7.99 sqmtr 
Was £8.99 sq mtr 


LISBON BERBER 
Special Price 
£ 5.99 sqmtr 


INTEGRA SAXONY ELITE 
Special Price £ 13.99 sq mtr 
willi free underlay 


SALE 

NOW ON 


# Massive selection 
of remnants. 

# Ranges to suit all budgets. 

# Home select service. 

# Free measuring and 
estimates. 

# Expert Fitting Service 


BEDTIME TWIST 
Now only 
£ 4.49 sq mtr 


TROJAN BERBER 
Now only 
£ 4.99 sq mtr 


While Stocks Last 


25 Broad Street Parade. Barry 
Tel: (01446) 740235 


£ EASY PARKING AVAILABLE e 
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Barry holds key 

to improved rail 
service in Vale 


A SCHEME that 
could mean more 
trains on the Vale of 
Glamorgan line has 
been praised by 
Vale AM Jane Hutt. 

Network Rail is 
undertaking engineering 
works at Barry station to 
bring disused ‘Platform 
3’ back into use. 

A new back platform 
loop of track will also be 
installed, dedicated to 
the Barry Island service. 

Work has been ongo¬ 
ing since autumn 2013 
and, when complete, 
will improve reliability 
and unlock the potential 


for more trains to run 
between Barry and 
Cardiff, as well as Barry 
and Bridgend, via 
Llantwit Major. 

“The expansion to the 
infrastructure at the sta¬ 
tion is a huge step for¬ 
ward for Barry and the 
Vale, and it’s exciting to 
see it taking shape,” she 
said. 

“Crucially, the work 
is key to unlocking the 
potential for more fre¬ 
quent services. 

“This will ultimately 
have significant eco¬ 
nomic and social bene¬ 
fits by improving access 
to jobs, education and 
training opportunities in 


Reformed 
Hudson is 
now a really 
lovely boy! 


The GEM is in partnership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 
animals in their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre (01656 725219). 

H udson 

is a 
two- 
year-old 
Lurcher. 

When he came 
to us, he had 
some behav¬ 
ioural issues, 
but having 
received lots of 
training and 
TLC, he is a 
really lovely 
boy, and is a 
favourite of 
many of our 
volunteer dog walkers. 

He adores people, and is always pleased to make 
a new friend. He also enjoy playing with other 
dogs, but can get a bit boisterous, so he will suit an 
owner who is used to his typical lurcher behaviour 
and who will help remind him to play gently! 

He can live with another dog, preferably a 
female of a similar size. He is housetrained and 
can be left for a few hours. Hudson will make a 
wonderful addition to a home. 

If you can offer Hudson a home, please call us 
on 01656 725219, or pop into Dogs Trust, Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend CF31 4NG. 

We also have lots of other dogs of all shapes and 
sizes looking for homes - so if you have room in 
your life for a dog, please come and visit us. We are 
open from Tuesday-Sunday, at 12pm-4pm. 

LINDA FEAGAN, 
Supporter Relations Officer, Bridgend 



BACKING FOR 
YELLOW LINES 

RESIDENTS from the Witchell area of 
Barry have expressed concern about cars 
parking outside the Witchell post office, 
says independent councillor Richard 
Bertin. 

“1 fully support the residents who are calling for 
no waiting measures to be introduced at this site in 
Barry Road. This has been brought to my attention 
at our local PACT meeting and so 1 hope the Vale 
Council will do something about it, ” he comment¬ 
ed. 


Cardiff and elsewhere 
along the line.” 

The work at the sta¬ 
tion is part of a wider 
£220m scheme to 
improve services into 
Cardiff from the Valleys 
and Vale by 2015. 
Improvements will be 
undertaken at Cardiff 
Central and Cardiff 
Queen Street stations, as 
well as the renewal of 
the signalling across the 
network. 

Due for completion 
by 2015, the £220m 
scheme, with funding of 
£23 m from the Welsh 
Government, will poten¬ 
tially provide hundreds 
of extra rush-hour seats 
each day on rail services 
on the network. 

Mark Langman, route 
managing director for 
Network Rail Wales, 
said: “Cardiff has the 
largest travelling work¬ 
force in Wales, with 
around 37 per cent of the 
all workers commuting 
from neighbouring 
authorities, like the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 


“A large number of 
that workforce relies on 
rail and usage continues 
to increase, adding fur¬ 
ther demand on an 
already-congested rail¬ 
way. 

“Enhancing the infra¬ 
structure at Barry is part 
of a wider bank of works 
in the south Wales 
region in helping to 
cater for the extra 
demand from the 
region.” 

Said Lis Burnett, cab¬ 
inet member for regen¬ 
eration, innovation, 
planning and transporta¬ 
tion at Vale Council: 

“More and more peo¬ 
ple now choose to travel 
by rail to get to and from 
work and to access 
leisure activities. 

“Infrastructure 
improvements to enable 
more frequent services 
on this line will deliver 
on important economic, 
environmental and 
social goals for the com¬ 
munities across the 
Vale.” 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D810. 

• £2,000: 205653. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£3,500 was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 8 6 1 8 4 1, 

929890,488414, 647560, 
857402, 979229, 

682133,624284, 873965, 
732046, 741463, 491587, 
164633,511546, 350508, 
525600, 293604,750973, 
281894,427526,588138. 

A £c. 

446778,444061,350136! 
632825,360653,676531, 
427011, 536059, 570596, 


719225,120128,121066, 
752835, 829240,139809, 
735645, 650165, 

763443,758661,435279, 
860985, 304130,367463, 
595726, 341598,279291, 
669139, 966244, 728211, 
468019,719985,842444, 
598582, 664889,814394, 
398881,242665,725063, 
819771, 171127,615576, 
742491, 226293, 256753, 
740796,581314,246915, 
486583, 877731,517400, 
370725, 583813,974492, 
872630, 831047,410942. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


Concert celebrates 
Mozart’s birthday 
at Dinas Powys 

Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart was born on 
January 27,1756, 
and to mark the 
anniversary, 

Lodron Ensemble 
will present a con¬ 
cert on January 27 
at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys. 

The group of players, 
all from the orchestra of 
Welsh National Opera, 
led by Antony Tarlton, 
conductor of the Dinas 
Powys Orchestra, has 
been assembled to per¬ 
form a serenade, which 
was commissioned by 
the Count Lodron to cel¬ 
ebrate the Countess 
Lodron ’5 name day in 
August 1787, and enti¬ 


tled ‘Lodronische 
Nachtmusik’. 

This piece, played by 
two violins, one viola, 
one double-bass and two 
horns is described by 
one acknowledged 
Mozart expert as a 
‘Salzburg Masterpiece ’ 
but is, surprisingly, very 
rarely performed. 

It will be preceded by 
the better known sere¬ 
nade, ‘Fine Kleine 
Nachtmusik’. 

Afterwards, there will 
be a celebratory glass of 
wine. 

Tickets are available 
from members of the 
Dinas Powys Orchestra 
and the Dinas Powys 
Community Council 
office, or telephone 
01446 796733. 


Good as New 

Car Body Repairs 

“Now 10 Years in business” 



Tristan Greedy would 
like to inform all of his 
customers that due to 
business expansion they have moved from the Heritage 
Business Park, Wick Rd, Llantwit Major to their new 
premises (next door to the Post Office sorting office), 
Llandow, Vale Business Park - and it’s business as normal. 


New Address 


Unit 4, 

40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 




Before 


We will try to beat your excess before you go 
through your insurance. 


Open 6 days a week 
Sam till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays 
Light & Heavy 
Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to 
beat any genuine like for 
like quotation 
We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

“If your excess is too high - 
give us a try” 

New Phone No. 





Find us on 


01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @hotmail.co.uk 
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What 
is on, 
and 
where 


Mayor’s coffee morning 

MAVoR of Barry, Coun Claire Curtis, will be hosting a coffee 
morning on Saturday, January 25 in the Mayor’s Parlour, 
Barry Town Council, 7 Gladstone Road, Barry, at 10.30am- 
12pm in aid of the Mayor’s charities, Ty Hapus and The JAM 
Fund. Entry fee will be £3. 

For more information, contact 01446 704921 or email 
juliehurd @ barrytowncouncil. gov. uk. 

Quaker questions 

BRIDGEND Quaker Meeting will be holding the second ses¬ 
sion in a series of public events promoting Quakerism at 
Bridgend Quaker Meeting House, 87 Park Street, 7pm to 9pm 
on '^esday, January 28. The topic will be ‘Quakers and 


Silence’. 

Coping with depression 

VALE Council-led Barry Communities Eirst, in partnership 
with Journeys mental health charity, is launching a free 
depression-busting course to help people improve their mental 
health. 

“This course will explore the symptoms of depression and help 
to find tools and strategies that will enable you to maintain long 
term mental health and wellbeing,” a spokesman explained. 

From January 30 at 11 am-1pm it will run for eight weeks at 
Newydd Barry Hub, 121 Broad Street, Barry. 

Contact Bethanie on 07501 468 694 or email bethanie.mor- 
gan @ newydd. co. uk. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL • CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 


Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2014/00014/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Proposed new shopfront and first floor windows 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

Head to Head, 5 & 5C, Station Road, Dinas Powys 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Dinas Powys 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2014/00023/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Proposed Horticulture unit and associated works 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

Waitrose, Bird Lane, Cowbridge 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Cowbridge 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2014/00026/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Conversion of existing coach house to dwelling, 
renewal of existing planning approval 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

Llaneinydd, St. Nicholas 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

St. Nicholas 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2014/00028/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Form new extension to side of the property and inter¬ 
nal alterations. Front window to be changed back to 
the original style timber framed windows. Enlarge first 
floor to form room in roof over new extension. 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

25b, Archer Road, Penarth 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Penarth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2014/00032/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Two storey, single storey and first floor extensions 
together with double garage and BBQ enclosure 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 

Causeway House, Causeway Hill, Llanblethian, Cow¬ 
bridge 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Llanblethian 


Application(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/01249/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Change of use and conversion of building to provide 

residential accommodation in the form of 15 affordable 
dwellings, retail unit (Use Class A1 / Use Class A2 / 
Use Class A3 Restaurant / Cafe), access arrange¬ 
ments, and associated works 

Location:/Lleoliad: Haydock House, 1, Holton Road, Barry 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


2013/01279/OUT 

Residential development with associated access and 

associated works 

Land south of Cog Road, Sully 


2014/00006/FUL 

Proposed office building and associated works, 
including car parking, access, landscaping and 
variation of condition 9 of planning permission ref. 

2011/00673/FUL to allow development within existing 
retained grassland 

Units 5 and 6, Llandow Business Park, Sutton Road, 
Llandow 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Application No:/ 


2014/00008/RES 

Reserved Matters for erection of 40 dwellings 
Former Emporium Garden Centre, Fferm Goch, 
Llangan 


2014/00022/FUL 

Application to vary Conditions 7 and 8 of planning per¬ 
mission 2013/00699/FUL 
RAF St. Athan, St Athan 

2014/00042/FUL 

Construction of a two storey football centre with park¬ 
ing 

Opposite Hensol Villas, CCFC Training Centre, Hensol 

Departure from Development Plan/ 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblyqu 

2013/00632/FUL 

Construction of 25 residential units and associated 
works 

Site of former quarry, Leckwith Road, Llandough 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 


2013/01279/OUT 

Residential development with associated access and 

associated works 

Land south of Cog Road, Sully 


2014/00006/FUL 

Proposed office building and associated works, 
including car parking, access, landscaping and 
variation of condition 9 of planning permission ref. 

2011/00673/FUL to allow development within existing 
retained grassland 

Units 5 and 6, Llandow Business Park, Sutton Road, 
Llandow 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 


2014/00008/RES 

Reserved Matters for erection of 40 dwellings 
Former Emporium Garden Centre, Fferm Goch, 
Llangan 


2014/00042/FUL 

Construction of a two storey football centre with 
parking 

Opposite Hensol Villas, CCFC Training Centre, Hensol 


A pplication(s) with Environmental Statement/ 

Cais (au) qyda Datqaniad Amqylcheddol 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 8 


Proposed development at Land south of Cog Road, Sully. 

I give notice that Taylor Wimpey pic is applying to The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council for Planning Permission to Residential development with associated 
access and associated works. 

The proposal has been submitted with an environmental statement which can 
be inspected at the address given below. Members of the public may obtain 
copies of the environmental statement at a charge of £150.00 from Savills, 12, 
Windsor Place, Cardiff, CF10 3BY or a free CD version, so long as stocks last. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of: 

•The application. 

•The plans. 

•The environmental statement. 

• Other documents submitted with the application. 

at the address given below during all reasonable hours until 13 February, 
2014. 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about this application should 
write to the Head of Planning and Transportation at the address given below 
by 13 February 2014 quoting reference 2013/01279/OUT. 

HYSBYSIAD O DAN ERTHYGL 8 


Datblygiad arfaethedig yn Land south of Cog Road, Sully 

Hysbysir trwy hyn Taylor Wimpey pic n gwneud cais i Gyngor Bro Morgannwg 
am Ganiatad Cynllunio ar gyfe Residential development with associated 
access and associated works 

Cafodd y cynnig ei gyflwyno gyda datganiad amgylcheddol sydd ar gael i’w 
ddarllen yn y cyJeiriad isod. Caiff aelodau o’r cyhoedd brynu copiau o’r 
datganiad am £150.00 from Savills, 12, Windsor Place, Cardiff, CF10 3BY or 
a free CD version, tra bydd y stoc ar gael. 

Caiff aelodau o’r cyhoedd hefyd ddarllen copiau o’r: 

• cais; 

• cynlluniau; 

• datganiad amgylcheddol; 

• dogfennau eraill a gyflwynwyd gyda’r cais, 

yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau rhesymau tan 13 February 2014. 

Dylai unrhyw un sydd am wneud sylwadau ar y cais ysgrifennu at Bennaeth 
Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y dudalen ar waelod y dudalen) 
erbyn 13 February 2014 an ddyfynnu’r cyfeirnod 2013/01279/OUT. 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given beiow, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gail manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu dnwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 23 January, 2014 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager, Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Spot’s cat 
chalet 
returns 
home! 


SPOT, the 

Cadoxton cat who 
lost her outdoor 
chalet, is overjoyed 
because it has been 
found! 

Last week, Spot’s 
owner, Sylvia Archer had 
spoken of her shock and 
disappointment that the 
cat chalet had been taken 
from her property while 
she was out on New 
Year’s Eve. 

Black and white Spot 
had enjoyed her snoozes 
in the chalet during day¬ 
light hours, returning to 
the house at night. She 
was so downcast at its 
disappearance that she 
took to sitting where it 
used to stand! 

A neighbour had seen 
a man with a hoodie 
walking up Main Street 
with the chalet, but didn’t 
make the connection 
until later. 

The day after our story 
hit the streets, the chalet 
was found not far from 
Sylvia’s house. 



ABOVE: 


Spot can now look 
forward to more 
happy snoozes 
in her chalet. 

A delighted Sylvia 
contacted The GEM to 
say: “I’ve got great news. 
Spot has her ‘chalet’ 
back! 

“A guy called at the 
house on Friday and said 
he had found it at the top 
of Main Street. 

“I'm sure it was 
returned due to the piece 
in The GEM - many 
thanks from me and 
Spot.” 


Porthcawl man 
is recognised 
’with a British 
Empire Medal 


A PORTHCAWL 
man received the 
British Empire 
Medal (BEM) in the 
New Year’s 

Honours List - a 
reward for 15 years 
of volunteering for 
a Forces’ charity. 

Dave Davies, who 
lives in Danygraig, 
Porthcawl, has been 
involved with SSAFA 
for 15 years, and has 
been the Mid- 
Glamorgan branch sec¬ 
retary for 12 years. 

He explained that 
SSAFA provides life¬ 
long support for Service 
personnel and their fam¬ 
ilies, and said that last 
year, in the Bridgend 
area alone, the charity 
helped in 57 cases, dis¬ 
tributing £63,000. 

He said: “We are all 
volunteers, and my 
office is in a spare bed¬ 
room.” 

There are 20 volun¬ 
teers in the Mid- 
Glamorgan area, which 
covers Merthyr, RCT 
and Bridgend county 
borough. 

Dave explained that 
the charity did not do a 
great deal of fundraising. 
Rather, the volunteers’ 
expertise comes from 
matching people in need 
with a charitable organi¬ 
sation that is set up to 
help them. 

He said: “As an exam¬ 
ple, we had a case of a 
former Serviceman who 



Dave Davies of 
SSAFA, who was 
awarded the BEM 
in the New Yearns 
Honours List. 

was an HGV driver, and 
we able to contact the 
Road Haulage 

Benevolent Fund to get 
financial assistance.” 

Acting as branch sec¬ 
retary has, until recently, 
been something that 
Dave had to make time 
for after work. 

He said: “I was a good 
old-fashioned woodwork 
teacher, and when I 
retired from that I 
worked in the accounts 
department of a solici¬ 
tors’ office.” 

Now, Dave is com¬ 
pletely retired, giving 
him a little more time to 
devote to SSAFA duties. 

He and his wife of 
five years, Anne, are 
now awaiting details of 
when and where he will 
receive his BEM! 
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Penmark resident 
fined for failing 
to produce his 
horse passports 


PANDELIS TSOFLIAS of 
Penmark, near Barry, 
pleaded guilty to four 
charges under the Equine 
Identification (Wales) 
Regulations 2009 at 
Cardiff Magistrates Court 
on January 16. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Trading Standards officers began 
their investigation after reports 
of fly grazing on council-owned 
land in Rhoose. Mr Tsoflias 
admitted ownership of the ani- 
\^als only when officers and con- 


tractors attended the site to 
remove three horses. 

Requests were made by 
Trading Standards for Mr 
Tsoflias to produce the horse 
passports; however, these were 
not forthcoming and Mr. Tsoflias 
provided false and misleading 
information to the investigating 
officer. 

He pleaded guilty to one count 
of failing to produce a passport 
without undue delay, for which 
he was fined £150, two counts of 
failing to produce a horse pass¬ 
port for which he was fined 
£300, and one count of obstruc¬ 


tion for providing information 
that he knew to be false, for 
which he was fined £200. He 
was required to pay a £65 victim 
surcharge and costs of £780, 
bringing the total to £1,495. 

Principal Trading Standards 
Officer Christina Roberts-Kinsey 
said: “This result highlights the 
importance of ensuring each 
horse is correctly identified and 
that passports should be pro¬ 
duced without delay to Trading 
Standards officers. The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council has a zero 
tolerance policy in place with 
regard to fly grazing.” . 


Remembering when Dr Beeching 
wielded his axe on the railways 


The Bocchin|( I egac>' 


BOOK REVIEW 
BY MIKE WILCOCK 



Two call-outs for 
Dock Lifeboat 


VOLUNTEERS at 
Barry Dock RNLI 
lifeboat station 
responded to two 
emergency calls 
over the weekend. 

The first was in the 
early hours of Saturday 
morning when they were 
called to help someone 
who was in a distressed 
state on the coast line. 

The South Wales 
Police were able to help 
the person and the 
lifeboat crew returned to 
dry land just before lam. 

Later that day, the 
crew were called out 
again to investigate 


reports of a small boat 
adrift off Nell’s Point. 
The crew found the 
empty boat and towed it 
back to the harbour. 

The education and 
fundraising volunteers 
have also resumed their 
work for the new year. 
New volunteers for the 
teams are needed. 

Volunteering with 
these teams gives an 
opportunity to help save 
lives at sea without hav¬ 
ing to risk your own as 
the crews do. 

Please call the station 
on 01446 735678 to find 
out more. 

AP 


Call for volunteers 


THE Alzheimer Society is calling on local car¬ 
ers, former carers or people with dementia to 
support the charity as research network volun¬ 
teers. 

The call follows the G8 dementia summit last 
month when Alzheimer’s Society chief executive, 
Jeremy Hughes, pledged to spend at least £100 mil¬ 
lion on dementia research in the next decade. 

“Research network volunteers use their personal 
experiences of dementia to help Alzheimer’s Society 
make crucial decisions about dementia research, 
including setting research priorities and supporting 
ongoing research projects, ” a spokeswoman 
explained. 

For more information on becoming a Research 
Network volunteer, contact Matt Murray on 0207 
423 3603 or matt.murray@alzheimers.org.uk. 


The Beeching 

Legacy South and 
Central Wales and 
the Marches, by 
Philip Horton; price, 
£20; Silver Links 
Books. 

THIS latest book by 
Philip Horton demon¬ 
strates his lively inter¬ 
est in railway and his 
knowledge in this vol¬ 
ume of south Wales. 

With over 144 pages, 
we start at chapter 1 
with memories of the 
1960s, with pop music 
and Tom Jones and 
Shirley Bassey. Also the 
production of over 
19,500,000 tons of coal 
and the employment of 
83,000 miners. All 
memories now. 

At that time, all trains 
were powered by steam 
and he has many maps 
to illustrate the lines 
running through the 
area. This chapter also 
considers the impact of 
nationalisation in 1948 
and the implementation 
of the Railway 
Modernisation Plan of 
1955. 

Chapter 2 looks at 
the impact of the 
Beeching Report for the 
modernisation of pas¬ 
senger services in the 
area and the fact that 


most main line wayside 
stations had takings of 
less than £5,000 per 
annum. 

Chapter 3 refers to 
passenger services listed 
for withdrawal by 
Beeching; June 15, 

1964 saw the line from 
Barry to Bridgend 
closed, but restored in 
August 2005. 

However, Barry 
Island to Barry Pier 
closed in 1976 and it is 
very doubtful if it will 
ever re-open through the 
tunnel. 

The various sections 
in the book are very well 
illustrated, with detailed 
maps and many new and 
unseen photographs. In 
the Barry to Bridgend 
section, we see ex-GWR 
tank engines at Llantwit 
Major in the 1950s, 
DMU passing Rhoose 
cement works and 
Porthkerry No 1 tunnel 
and finally the new bay 
platform at Bridgend, 
which is now back in 
use. 

Although the book is 
priced at £20, it is one 
that will be used many 
times for map and photo 
reference - and no 
doubt you will be 
encouraged to travel by 
train again in south 
Wales. 


‘Choirs of Barry’ 
concert for 
Mayor’s charities 


THE Mayor of Barry, Coun Claire Curtis 
is proud to be presenting The Choirs of 
Barry Concert at St Mary’s Church, 
Holton Road, Barry, on Friday, February 
28 at 7pm. 

The concert will feature Barry Male Voice Choir, 
Barry Ladies Choir, Barry Choral Society and guest 
soloist Jodi Bird. 

Tickets are priced at £5 and can be purchased at 
the offices of Barry Town Council, 7 Gladstone 
Road, Barry CF62 SNA. 

All proceeds go to the town mayor’s chosen char¬ 
ities which are: Ty Hapus and The Jam Fund. 

For more information, please contact Julie Hurd, 
Mayor’s secretary on 01446 704921 or email: 
juliehurd@barrytowncouncil.gov.uk. 


Search for owner as cat 
found Hn poor state^ dies 


RSPCA Cymru is 
appealing for help 
to find the owner of 
a cat found in Barry 
with “the worst 
matted fur” ever 
seen by an RSPCA 
inspector. 

The female tortoise¬ 
shell and white cat was 
seen in Hunter Street by a 
member of the public on 
Tuesday (January 14) in 
a very poor state, under¬ 
weight and lethargic. 

Following an exami¬ 
nation by a vet, 110 
grammes of matted fur 
was removed from the 
cat’s body. It was also 
established that the cat 
wasn’t microchipped or 
wearing a collar. 

Inspector Sophie 
Daniels said: “This poor 
cat had the worst case of 
matting I have ever seen. 

Plea to Di 


the fur had knotted into 
tennis ball-sized lumps 
all over her body.” 

“We would like to 
trace the owner of the cat 
and would like to speak 
to anyone who recognis¬ 
es her, or who has infor¬ 
mation about where she 
might have come from.” 

Sadly, due to breathing 
difficulties, the elderly 
cat had to be put down a 
few days later. 

• Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to to con¬ 
tact the information line 
on 0300 123 8018 where 
they can leave a message 
for Inspector Daniels. 
All calls will be treated in 
confidence. 

If you would like to 
help the RSPCA, you can 
give £3 now by texting 
HELP to 78866 (text 
costs £3 + one standard 
network rate message). 


owners 


MOST dog owners are kind, responsible peo¬ 
ple who religiously clean up after their pets. 

Unfortunately, however, a minority of people 
can’t be bothered to do so. 

In recent months, the pavements of Llantwit 
Major and Llanmaes village have witnessed an 
escalation of dog faeces polluting our environment. 

We are all very fortunate to live in the Vale and 
should be proud of our locality. A recent visitor, 
however, was heard to comment that “our pave¬ 
ments are some of the dirtiest they have encoun¬ 
tered”. 

I would encourage everyone to be vigilant and 
attempt to identify the few irresponsible culprits 
who are flouting the law and acting in such an anti¬ 
social manner. 

Name and address supplied. 



ABOVE: The “worst matted fur” ever 
seen by an RSPCA inspector and 
BELOW: After the haircut! 



ORIENTAL DINER 



Authentic Peking & Cantonese Cuisine 
Fully Licensed • Air Conditioned 

RUNG HEI FAT CHOI 
Celebrate Chinese New Year 



Year of the Horse - Monday 3rd February 
plus Chinese Lion Dancing from 7pm 

(booking advisable) 


New opening hours: Now open Mondays closed Tuesdays 


★★★ Eat as much as you like ★★★ 
from the Buffet Menu 

Sunday to Thursday 5.30pm til late only £11.90 
Friday and Saturday 5.30pm til late only £12.90 
Also available grill & barbecue section 


Home Delivery Service available 

12-3pm & 5.30pm-llpm 

6 days a week {closed Tuesdays) - Conditions apply. 

LUNCHTIME BUFFET 

Adults - £6.50 • Child (under 140cms) - £3.90 

Monday - Friday 12 noon - 3pm (last order 2.15pm) 
Saturday - Sunday 12 noon - 5pm (last order 4.15pm) 

^ NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR VALENTINE’S M 

01446 748811 FREE 

10 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA g!n| 

www.orientaldiner.co.uk 
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TOP REFEREE NIGEL TAKES CHARGE IN 
PENCOED UNDER-12 ANNIVERSARY MATCH 




Photographs by MANDY THOMAS 

(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07734 384536) 

WWW, mandythomasphotography. co. uk) 


IT was a big thrill for the Pencoed under-12 rugby team when 
top international referee, Nigel Owens, came to referee an 
anniversary match against Cwmbran. 

The club also welcomed TV personality Phil Steele as the two young 
teams played a quality game that showed that the youngsters already 
have a high level of skill. 

Local photographer Mandy Thomas was there to record the action. 

A full report can be found on page 34, with a team photograph on page 
40. 


A Pencoed player moves 
\ in to charge down a kick. 


WHATS ON - 
in brief 

Charity lunch 

THE Bridgend county civic charity appeals 
standing committee and the Mayor of the county 
borough of Bridgend, county councillor Clive 
James, invite the public to a special charity 
Sunday lunch at The Ship and Castle, The 
Square, Porthcawl, on Sunday, January 26 at 
12.30pm. 

Guest speaker is Mr Huw Jakeway, Chief Fire 
Officer with South Wales Fire Service and Rescue 
Service Headquarters. Tickets: £25. 

For further information contact: M Major, MBE 
-01656 664 105. 

Sarn surgery 

OGMORE MP Huw Irranca-Davies will be 
holding a surgery on January 24 between 3pm - 
4pm at the Lifelong Learning Centre, Merfield 
Close, Sarn, CE32 9SW. 

Porthcawl market 

PORTHCAWL Earmers’ Market is on Saturday, 
January 25 at Awel y Mor Community Hall off 
Wellfield Avenue, Porthcawl. 

This market will see the return of fresh local 
vegetables to the already comprehensive list of 
local produce. 


Pencoed restart and having an international referee means that no 
one wants to risk getting caught offside ahead of the kicker! 


Rowan reports 
back on Rotary 
leadership course 


ON Monday, a large 
group of Rotarians 
and their partners 
met at the West 
House Hotel, 

Llantwit Major, to 
present a framed 
certificate to local 
comprehensive 
school student. 
Rowan Miller. 

Last summer. Rowan 
had been selected to 
attend the Rotary Youth 
Leadership course held at 
Dolygaer in the Brecon 
Beacons. 

Similar courses for 17- 
year-olds are held around 
the world to encourage 
young people to develop 
their leadership skills. 

The local course is 
organised by Rotary, but 
run by professionals at 
the outdoor centre. 

Llantwit Major Rotary 


Club president, Christine 
James welcomed Rowan, 
who is a year-13 student, 
to the club; he completes 
his school studies this 
summer but now lives in 
Aberdare and has to trav¬ 
el daily to Llantwit 
Major. 

To make his evening 
visit easier to arrange, his 
mother, Carol Miller, 
also attended the dinner 
to listen to her son speak 
about his RYLA experi¬ 
ences before driving him 
home. 

Rowan explained how 
the various activities he 
had undertaken at 
Dolygaer had been very 
useful to him in his aim, 
ultimately, to complete a 
degree in outdoor activi¬ 
ties at Carmarthen 
Trinity University. 

These had included 
orienteering, canoeing, 
swimming, caving and 


climbing. He had also 
had the experience of 
being appointed leader of 
one of the groups which 
went on to win that 
week’s course. 

Carmarthen Trinity 
University has allowed 
Rowan to defer the start 
of his BA degree course 
by a year so that he can 
take up an apprenticeship 
at the Storey Arms 
Outdoor Centre, which is 
also in the Brecon 
Beacons. 

This will enable him 
to obtain useful qualifi¬ 
cations in climbing skills, 
which will be of great 
value when he starts his 
main course. 

After his talk. Rowan 
went on to answer 
numerous questions 
about the course he had 
attended. 

JEEEREY 

ROBINSON 


A last-ditch Pencoed tackle stops a Cwmbran breakaway. 


Serial burglar 
gets almost 
seven years 


A SERIAL burglar who waged 
a campaign of crime in the 
Penarth, Dinas Powys and 
Barry areas has been jailed for 
six years, eight months at 
Cardiff Crown Court, writes 
AJ SICLUNA. 

Craig Dibble, 28, often broke into 
the homes of pensioners and once dis¬ 
turbed an 11-year-old girl, who was 
staying with her grandparents. 

Said Judge Stephen Hopkins QC: 
“Burglary is not simply an offence 
against property which can sometimes 
be replaced. It is an offence against the 
person as well, and people believe their 
homes have been violated.” 

Dibble, of Cornwall Road, Barry, 
admitted 11 charges involving burgla¬ 
ry, stealing a car, stealing car number 
plates, driving while disqualified, 
shoplifting and taking a car without 
consent. 

He also asked the court to take into 
consideration three further offences of 
burglary. 

The judge said Dibble had started 
committing crime when he was 14 and 
the present offences could only be 
described as a campaign, which began 
within a few weeks of his last release 
from prison. Some of the burglaries 
terrified victims and one householder 
had nightmares. 

The 11-year-old, who spotted 
Dibble in her bedroom dressed in 
black, was “frightened stiff’, but pre¬ 
tended to be asleep and “brave and 
clever”, telephoned her grandparents 
in the next bedroom. 

Prosecutor John Lloyd said Dibble 
burgled a house in St Fagans Avenue, 
Barry, while the pensioner occupants 
were asleep, took the car keys and 
drove off in their Ford Ka. 

The following day, he stole a £160 
jacket from the House of Fraser store 
in Cardiff, and afterwards drove while 
disqualified. 

A store detective tried to stop him, 
and was thrown from the side of the 
vehicle but not injured. 

Dibble then stole number plates 
from another Ford Ka and broke into a 


house in Pencoedtre Road, Barry, 
when the occupants were asleep. 

He tried to break into a house in 
Churchfields Road, Barry, and was 
seen putting his arm through an open 
window. 

Later, he burgled a house in the 
Vale. This was the occasion when he 
entered the child’s bedroom. 

After stealing a further set of num¬ 
ber plates, said Mr Lloyd, he was spot¬ 
ted driving a stolen VW Polo with false 
number plates and was arrested. 

On some occasions, said Mr Lloyd, 
he left fingerprints and footprints at the 
scene. At one house, he removed secu¬ 
rity lights and among the items stolen 
were irreplaceable engagement and 
wedding rings. 

When arrested in November, he 
denied the offences, and said: “No 
comment” to questions. 

One victim, said Mr Lloyd, had a 
terminal illness and could not use his 
vehicle to go to hospital, which made 
him anxious and angry. 

Another victim said stress had 
affected her and her husband and the 
insurance company would not reim¬ 
burse them because the window had 
been partially open. 

One victim said: “I can’t believe 
someone would do something like this 
to us.” 

The 11-year-old, said Mr Lloyd, was 
badly affected and the family had con¬ 
sidered counselling. One woman said: 
“Dibble has taken my security away 
from me.” 

He was said to have convictions for 
53 offences, 12 for burglary and others 
for robbery, causing grievous bodily 
harm, and drugs offences. 

His counsel Laurence Jones, said: 
“He feels disgust and shame. He must 
dramatically turn his life around 
because of the effect of what he has 
done on others. At last, he realises the 
impact of his behaviour. 

“None of the premises,” he said 
“were targeted or ransacked, and when 
his sentence is over, in a scheme being 
tested in south Wales, he will meet 
some of his victims if they wish, when 
he wants to apologise.” 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE COMMUNITY NEWS... 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @ yahoo.co.uk 



Foodbank 
concert 
I HAD the pleasure 
of attending the 
concert to help 
raise funds for the 
Bridgend 
Foodbank charity 
in Aberkenfig Bible 
Church last Friday. 

The weather was not 
helpful, it was raining 
once again, but the hall 
was full. 

There was an amaz¬ 
ing atmosphere and 
everyone was deter¬ 
mined to make it a suc¬ 
cessful and entertaining 
evening. Concertgoers 
were greeted with a big 
smile by volunteers 
from Aberkenfig and 
District Women’s 
Institute, selling admis¬ 
sion programmes and 
raffle tickets. 

Among those present 
were Huw Irranca- 
Davies MP, Janice 
Gregory AM, Coun Mel 
Nott (Leader of 
Bridgend CBC), coun¬ 
cillors Mike Gregory, 
Huw David, Janice 
Lewis and David Lewis 
(apologies if I have 
omitted anyone). 

Huw Irranca-Davies 
auctioned off a donation 
by Newcastle Higher 


Community Council, an 
electric slow cooker - 
which made a nice sum 
of money for the chari¬ 
ty- 

He also announced 
the winners of raffle 
prizes. 

Providing the enter¬ 
tainment were two 
mixed voice choirs, 
Brackla Community 
Chorus and Noteworthy 
from Maesteg. 

Noteworthy, conduct¬ 
ed by Ryan Wood and 
accompanied by Rhian 
Jenkins, started the con¬ 
cert with a lovely 
choice of songs includ¬ 
ing Adiemus (from 
‘Songs of Sanctuary’), 
Gaelic Blessing and the 
haunting music of Y 
Tangnefeddwyr. 

Next on stage was a 
student from Pencoed 
Comprehensive School, 
Elbe Barham, with two 
songs - ‘Who I was 
bom to be’ and ‘From 
this moment’. 

This brave young 
lady deserves a special 
mention - her grand¬ 
mother had passed away 
the evening before - but 
proving what a tme 
artiste she was, Elbe 
insisted she still wanted 
to take part. 

Next on stage was 
another talented soprano 


Rhian Hughes. She 
sang the wonderful 
Welsh song ‘Mae 
Hiraeth Yn Y Mor’ to 
Dilys Elwyn-Edwards 
arrangement and ‘Think 
of Me’ (from Phantom 
of the Opera). 

To complete the 
entertainment before 
the interval, on stage 
came Brackla 
Community Choms, 
conducted by Gillian 
Ridout, accompanied by 
Gareth Waite. They 
sang a totally different 
choice of music to 
Noteworthy with ‘Let 
the River Run’ by Carly 
Simon, arranged by J 
Althouse, Shenandoah 
(American folk song) 
arranged by J Althouse 
and ‘What a wonderful 
World’, arranged by M 
Brymer. 

A special mention 
must go to Ryan Wood 
who ably introduced 
each act. 

The second half of 
the concert was as 
entertaining as the first 
and a presentation of 
flowers was given by 
Jonathan Davies of 
Bridgend Foodbank to 
Elbe Barham, Rhian 
Hughes, Rhian Jenkins 
and Gillian Ridout. 

Ryan Wood was pre¬ 
sented with a box con¬ 


taining bottles of wine 
and Gareth Waite a bot¬ 
tle of Bell’s whisky. 

Ryan then announced 
that the evening had 
been a big success - the 
charity receiving £850, 
with possibly more to 
follow. Web done to 
everyone involved 
including those behind 
the scenes, who made 
the evening such a suc¬ 
cess. 

Brynteg 

school 

EACH year, Brynteg 
School year-9 pupils 
take part in the ‘Stock 
Market’ Challenge, 
part of the Brynteg 
Calendar, and this 
year it was organised 
by Brynteg WRE 
(work related educa¬ 
tion) co-ordinator and 
languages teacher 
Miss Gillian Smith. 

It proved to be a 
valuable and exciting 
experience for the 
pupils, giving them the 
opportunity to buy and 
sell virtual stocks and 
shares, supervised by 
economics and business 
studies teachers Gareth 
Austin and Dean Lewis. 

The pupils were split 
into groups and allocat¬ 
ed a sum of money to 
test skills and multiply 
capital. Each group 
appointed three pupils 
to assume the role of 
finance manager, floor 
trader and a media ana¬ 
lyst. 

The event was highly 
competitive and certain¬ 
ly showed that Brynteg 
has some budding entre¬ 
preneurs for the future. 

Three pupils were 
each awarded an indi¬ 


vidual prize - Gabby 
Finlay, Adam Leonard 
and Matthew Leigh. 

The winning group 
comprised Chris 
Williams, Megan 
Pibiner and Shauna 
McKernan. They started 
out with £15,000 and 
ended up with a mas¬ 
sive £257,000. 

After the presenta¬ 
tions, the head of eco¬ 
nomics and business 
studies, Mr Austin, said: 
“This event proved to 
be effective and of ben¬ 
efit to all the pupils. It 
gave them real insight 
into how the stocks and 
shares market functions, 
web done to all the 
pupils who took part 
with such enthusiasm!” 

Curtain Up 

THIS group of young 
dancers and singers, 
based in the Maesteg 
area, is planning to 
put on Grease, the 
musical which origi¬ 
nally starred John 
Travolta and Olivia 
Newton John. 

Curtain Up will be 
holding auditions in the 
Crypt of St Michael’s 
Church on Saturday, 
January 25, at 1pm. 
There is an audition fee 
of £2 for non-members. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01656 
732855, 07772 645095, 
or email Catherine.whe 
lan@sky.com. 

40th concert 

COR Meibion 
Maesteg A’r Cylch 
(Maesteg and District 
Male Choir) will be 
holding its 40th annu¬ 
al concert in Maesteg 
Town Hall on 
Saturday, January 25 


at 7pm. 

Musical director 
Rhian Jenkins and 
accompanist Ryan 
Wood have organised a 
new repertoire for this 
special concert. There 
will be two guest 
soloists. Katy Trehame 
is a Welsh soprano who 
trained at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama. 

Craig Yates, bom in 
Birmingham, started 
singing at an early age 
and also studied at the 
Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama. He 
joined Only Men Aloud 
about 10 years ago. 

The compere is 
Beverly Humphries, 
whose career began 
with Welsh National 
Opera. 

Church 

concert 

THERE will be a 
fundraising concert 
for the Central 
Church, Maesteg, in 
Church Street, 
Maesteg, on Eriday, 
Eebruary 7 at 7pm. 


I AN LEWIS of 
the Stroke 
Association, 
Bridgend, was our 
first guest speaker 
of 2104 - we are all 
aware of the possi¬ 
bilities of suffering 
a stroke and Ian 
explained that the 
Bridgend support 
group provides 
opportunities for 
both victims and 
carers to get out of 
the house and meet 
people in similar 
situations. 

Many activities 
indoors and out, include 
a shooting and garden¬ 
ing club. 

152,000 people suffer 
a stroke each year in the 
UK, one in five being 
fatal, and stroke is the 
world’s second biggest 
killer, regardless of age 
or ethnicity. 

Many people suffer a 
mini stroke (TIA - tran¬ 
sient ischaemic attack) 
which may only last a 
few minutes, but it is 
essential to report any 
such incident to the doc- 


Cor Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
Ladies Choir) will be 
providing the enter¬ 
tainment, assisted by 
the Bridgend Young 
Singer of the Year, 
tenor Aled Williams. 

Parking plea 

MRS Susan Pilcher 
the headteacher is urg¬ 
ing relatives of chil¬ 
dren at the school to 
consider their child’s 
safety by not parking 
on the pavement or on 
zig zag lines. 

The problem is to be 
monitored by the police 
over the next few 
weeks. 

The next cross-coun¬ 
try meeting in the pri¬ 
mary schools’ cross¬ 
country competition for 
pupils in years 3-6 
will be held on 
Saturday, January 25. 

This is open to any 
child who would like to 
mn a short course with 
pupils from other 
schools. 

The first race will be 
at 10am and it is all 
over by 11am. Meet at 
Cynffig Comprehensive 
at 9.40 a.m. 

Y Dderwen 
school 

PUPILS have taken 
part in practice and 
expeditions to com¬ 
plete the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s bronze 
award. There were 80 
pupils involved. 

Congratulations to 
Tyler Howells, Rachel 


NEWS FROM 
THE BONT 
FAEN WI 


tor, as it could be warn¬ 
ing of a more serious 
stroke to come. 

Obesity, extremes of 
smoking, alcohol and 
drugs can all be danger¬ 
ous factors and Ian 
stressed the importance 
of healthy living. He 
said to remember to act 
FAST if a stroke occurs 
(Facial weakness/arm 
weakness/speech prob¬ 
lems/time to call 999). 

If a member of your 
family should survive, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact the Stroke 
Helpline and consider 
joining the Bridgend 
group. Lynne Addison 
gave thanks to Ian and 
Miranda Davies won the 
raffle prize. 

Stepping back to 
report on some recent 
fun factors, our commit¬ 
tee members enjoyed a 
very good end of year 
meeting at the River 
View Chinese restaurant 
in December and almost 
all members joined us 
for the Bont Faen WI 


Randall, Owen Hunter, 
Sophie Davies, Oliver 
Andrews, Sophie 
Keylock, Samantha 
Wilcox, Shannon 
Matthews, Lewis Mogg, 
Carys Pinches, Alex 
Steddy, Mari-Ann Nott, 
James Rainbow, Liam 
Davies, Jack Evans, 
Danny Paddick, Zack 
Edwards, Morgan 
Butler, Rhiannon 
Thomas, Harvey 
Yorwerth, Chloe Skelly, 
Jack Riggs, Chloe Dent, 
Holly Jenkins, Jack 
Blackburn, Jade 
Blissmire, Tom Dare, 
Can Bums, Elbe 
Baldwin, Micheala 
Parish, Carys Hopkins, 
Leah Gamage-Dawkins, 
Nia Gronow, Lucy 
Crocombe, Kathie 
Bethell, Rebecca 
Donnelly, Elbe White, 
Liam Lloyd, Ericka 
Cumow, Stephanie 
Hughes, Annabebe 
Stmthers, Jack John, 
Bridie Stmters, Sian 
Jones, Leah Lloyd, Kyle 
McGloughlin, Lauren 
Keylock, Brad Lewis, 
Sophie Griffiths, Lee 
Lewis, Leah Hopkins, 
Eithan Tierney, Chloe 
Richards, Lewis 
Gronow, Gemma 
O’Brien, Matthew 
Gomez, Lauren 
Morgan, Nigel 
Hobyman. 

It is lovely to hear 
that there are so many 
enterprising youngsters 
in our local community. 


New Year dinner at the 
Bear Hotel. 

A delicious meal and 
good conversation was 
intermpted by Santa’s 
helpers, who distributed 
some late Christmas 
gifts, valiantly pur¬ 
chased in the January 
sales! 

Looking ahead to 
February 16, our branch 
member, Margaret 
Bourke, will give a per¬ 
sonal presentation on 
her talk, which was web 
received, at the 
Glamorgan Federation 
Council meeting last 
year - ‘90 years of 
Glamorgan WI: 
Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow’. 

On March 27, we cel¬ 
ebrate our 25th anniver¬ 
sary, for which an excel¬ 
lent speaker has been 
booked, and the meeting 
will move upstairs to 
the town hall to accom¬ 
modate current and 
original members, invit¬ 
ed guests, and other 
local WI groups linked 
both past and present. 
We certainly look for¬ 
ward to 2014. 

Julie Harris 
(President) 


e-reader workshop 
at Porthcawl library 


PORTHCAWL Library is 
holding a special workshop to 
help local people get the most 
out of their e-readers. 

Residents may be contemplating 
giving up the ghost with their gizmo, 
but Porthcawl Library is hoping to 
rescue the ill-fated devices that may 
otherwise be consigned to the back of 
a cupboard. 

It will offer professional advice on 
how to use their e-reader, smartphone 
or tablet to access online library serv¬ 
ices. 

The main focus of the workshop 
will be helping participants to down¬ 
load the wide range of FREE e-pubb- 
cations available on the library ser¬ 
vice’s webpages, which include hun¬ 
dreds of eBooks, e-zines and e-audio- 


books. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s cabinet 
member for wellbeing, said: “As 
technology continues to evolve it can 
sometimes be difficult to keep up, so 
it’s great that Porthcawl Library is 
offering support to local residents 
through holding this training session. 

“At one time, buying your 
favourite magazine or picking up the 
latest bestseller required a trip to the 
local shop or library. It’s marvellous 
that library members can now down¬ 
load these items from the comfort of 
their own home - for free!” 

Residents interested in attending 
the workshop should bring their e- 
reader, smartphone or tablet to 
Porthcawl Library at 2.30pm on 
Wednesday January 29. 


GOOD FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP AT 
A LOCAL CHURCH CELEBRATION! 



Kitchen staff were called out into the 
hall for a round of applause! 



AT All Saints Church in Porthcawl 
we are celebrating our centenary, 
the church having been consecrat¬ 
ed in 1914. 

As part of the celebrations, we are hav¬ 
ing at least one event every month 
throughout 2014, and we started the year 
with a grand Epiphany lunch on Sunday, 
January 5. 


Food, fellowship and celebrations, 
splendid start to our year of festivities! 


The theme for the lunch was ‘Food that 
Jesus Ate’ and proved to be a great suc¬ 
cess. The menu included marinated 
olives, hummus, cabbage in lemon and Forthcoming celebrations include a serv- 
thyme (much nicer than it sounds!), flat- ice on Tuesday, February 11, followed by 
bread and the highlight of the meal - lamb refreshments and a Grand Bake Off on 1 


stew Apicius (Apicius is believed to have 
been a Roman gourmet and lover of luxu¬ 
ry, who hved in the 1st Century AD). 


March, more details to follow. 

SIAN JONES 


ACT FAST WHEN STROKE 
STRIKES LOVED ONE 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

hridgend-today.co. uk 



























28 - THE GEM _p_ www. facebooLcom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem_news _ Thursday, January 23rd, 2014 


Discovery of cannon 
attracts great interest 



by Keith E 
Morgan 

T he discovery 
of two can¬ 
non, uncov¬ 
ered by the storms 
on a Porthcawl 
beach, has attract¬ 
ed great interest. 

Local historian 
Keith E Morgan spec¬ 
ulates on where the 
cannon came from... 

It is said that every 
cloud has a silver lining 
and this appears to be 
the case with the recent 
heavy storms and high 
tides which unexpected¬ 
ly unearthed the two 
cannon from their sandy 
grave on Rest Bay, as 
reported in last week’s 
issue of The GEM. 

I accepted Porthcawl 
Museum’s invitation and 
went along to both see 
and photograph the two 
recovered cannon. As a 
consequence of the visit, 
I thought that I would 
take this opportunity to 
offer some ‘food-for- 
thought’ on these mar¬ 
vellous and historic 
finds. 

Cannon types and 
specifications 
NAVAL artillery in the 
Age of Sail roughly 
encompassed the peri¬ 
od 1571-1863. This 
was when large, sail- 
powered wooden naval 
warships dominated 
the high seas. These 
ships mounted a bewil¬ 
dering variety of dif¬ 
ferent types and sizes 
of cannon for their 
main armament. 

The latter ranged 
from cannon weighing 
1,500 pounds to 8,000 
pounds, with barrel 
lengths of from eight to 
12 feet, capable of firing 
projectiles weighing 
from four to 63 pounds. 
The latter required any¬ 
thing from 3.5 pounds of 
powder to 40 pounds to 
ensure that the round left 
the barrel of the c a nnon 
when fired. 

The two cannon 
recovered from Rest 
Bay do not fall within 
the category of main 
armament of naval war¬ 
ships. Rather, they 
belong to the light can¬ 
non developed in the late 
15 th century. The larger 
of the two recovered 
cannon, which measures 
about four feet long, 
appears to be a Falconet. 
The Falconet was a muz¬ 
zle-loaded cannon 
(loaded down the bar¬ 
rel), that fired small, yet 
lethal shot of similar 
weight and size to a bird 
of prey, hence its name. 

Its barrel was approx¬ 
imately four feet long 
with a calibre of two 
inches and weighed 
about 210 pounds. The 
Falconet used 0.5 
pounds of powder to fire 
a one-pound round shot 
approximately 5,000 
feet. It was also used to 
fire grape shot. 

Although developed 
for use on land, the 


Falconet gained naval 
prominence during the 
17th century for the 
defence of light vessels. 

For land warfare, 
however, the cannon 
would have been mount¬ 
ed on two wheels like a 
conventional field 
artillery piece. During 
more recent times of 
unrest. Falconets were 
used by the nobility to 
defend their stately 
homes. Examples of a 
type of Falconet also 
exist today where they 
are mounted on a ship- 
style gun carriage and 
used by yachting and 
sailing clubs to signify 
starts of races (without 
the use of round or grape 
shot, of course!). 

The smaller of the 
two finds, measuring 
under three feet in 
length, is either a small 
Falconet or a Robinet. 
This type of cannon was 
a deadly piece of ord¬ 
nance when swivel 
mounted on, say, the 
poop or other high deck 
of a ship. 

With the use of a han¬ 
dle, the cannon was 
small and light enough 
to be swivelled by a 
deck hand to fire round 
shot or grape shot at a 
target in any chosen 
direction. The Robinet 
had a barrel length of 
three feet and a calibre 
of one-and-one-quarter 
inches. It weighed 120 
pounds and it could fire 
a round shot of three- 
quarters of a pound in 
weight. 

Cannon 

construction and 
manufacture 
CANNON were initial¬ 
ly and most often made 
of bronze. Historically, 
cannon, bells and mor¬ 
tars were all produced 
in the same workshops. 
However, the alloys for 
each differed slightly 
with ‘gun-metal’ of 
around 90 per cent 
copper and 10 per cent 
tin being used for the 
casting of cannon. 

Later forms of cannon 
were constructed of 
cast-iron and eventually 


steel. From first sight 
and considering the 
amount of rust (oxidiza¬ 
tion) encasing the two 
recovered cannon, they 
are likely to have been 
made of cast-iron. 

The Porthcawl 
Museum is making 
every effort to ensure 
that the two cannon do 
not ‘dry out’ and are 
keeping them continu¬ 
ously immersed in a 
saline solution, that of 
sea water, until a deci¬ 
sion is made as to the 
next stage of preserva¬ 
tion and investigation. 

Once the preservation 
work has been complet¬ 
ed, it will be possible to 
identify where, when 
and who manufactured 
the recovered cannon. 

As well as a cipher 
and inscription that 
might be found on the 
top of the barrel, there 
would certainly be a let¬ 
ter or letters on the trun¬ 
nions of the cannon that 
would identify their 
founder. 

For example, the can¬ 
non might even have 
been cast locally in 
Llanelli where one 
Alexander Raby, iron¬ 
master and coalmaster, 
is considered to be the 
industrial father of the 
town. 

Raby was making 
cast iron in his four blast 


furnaces and casting 
both cannon and c a nnon 
balls for the Board of 
Ordnance in his 
foundries from 1796 
until 1805. The trun¬ 
nions on Raby’s cannon 
were marked with either 
a single ‘R’ or both his 
initials ‘AR’. 
Shipwreck details 
WHAT shipwreck? 
Cannon are fairly 
heavy items of ord¬ 
nance and would 
require very strong 
tides and currents to 
move them any dis¬ 
tance underwater if 
they were on the 
seabed, having been 
released from the 
wreck of the ship that 
was carrying them. 

On the other hand, if 
the cannon were still in- 
situ in the sunken vessel, 
the remains of the vessel 
itself could move with 
strong tides and cur¬ 
rents. 

With this in mind, I 
have researched Navy 
warships that would 
have carried armaments 
and which were wrecked 
off the Glamorgan coast¬ 
line. 

The only contender 
that I have found a 
record of that foundered 
in or near Rest Bay, was 
a troop ship that sank in 
1798. 

Both Yvonne Carr 


(Kenfig Society) and 
John David record this 
event in their books on 
Shipwrecks of the 
Glamorgan Coast that 
were respectively pub¬ 
lished in 1995 and 2004. 
Other references 

abound, but all carry a 
similar story, even 
though the records are 
very scant. 

It would appear that 
sometime in 1798, a 
troop ship bound from 
Bristol to Dublin ran 
aground off Rest Bay 
and approximately 200 
to 300 men were 
drowned. The bodies 
were washed up in or 
near Rest Bay and 
buried in an unconse¬ 
crated grave somewhere 
in the west ward. 

According to local 
legend, skeletons possi¬ 
bly of these men have 
been found in the past 
when building work has 
been undertaken, but to- 
date I have found no 
written evidence to cor¬ 
roborate this story. 

We will have to be 
patient and wait to learn 
what the archaeological 
investigation of the two 
recovered cannon 
reveals before we can 
draw final conclusions 
on both the cannon and 
the ship that was carry¬ 
ing them! 


Gateway Monday 
Club reflect on an 
action-packed year 


ANOTHER busy year has 
passed in the life of the 
Cowbridge Monday Club - we 
have had some members leav¬ 
ing us, for varying reasons, but 
others have joined us, and it is 
so good to have a growing 
number of younger members 
who throw themselves into our 
monthly activities with vim 
and vigour! 

We welcome, too, a couple of young 
helpers undertaking work experience 
during their sixth form years. 

New to the club this year was our 
participation in the Lions’ May Fair. 
This event was a trial run for the 
Llantwit and Cowbridge Lions, being 
the first to be held here in Cowbridge. 

It gave us a fun-filled day where 
members and families took part in our 
stand, where we could show off what 
we do to the visiting public. 

What a lovely day blessed us! 

The sun shone from start to finish; 
we presented a variety of activities and 
guessing games for people to have a 
try, including a soft toy ‘lucky dip’, a 
‘find the treasure’ map, selling cakes 
etc. 

The money raised (even though the 
stall was emptied) was not great, but 
the cheerful atmosphere in sunny south 
Wales made it all worthwhile. 

Similarly, we have, for the first time, 
decorated and mounted a Christmas 
tree in Holy Cross church as part of the 
Tree Festival - all decorations made by 
club members at our November meet¬ 
ing. The tree looked a treat. I hope 
everyone managed to see it. 

The Ramoth chapel hall where we 
meet each month has been beautifully 
refurbished, and we are very grateful to 
the chapel for the use of this bright 
facility, and for the new tables and 
chairs which make stacking them easi¬ 


er. 

Some of this year’s activities have 
been indoor games organised by the 
Rotaty Club; ‘keep fit exercising’; a 
bowling evening at the rear of the 
leisure centre (with very patient assis¬ 
tance from members of the bowls 
club); an evening on wildlife we might 
well encounter; a walkabout in the 
town with welcome refreshment at the 
Living Cafe, our annual dinner at The 
Bear followed with a sing-song. 

The usual tasty harvest supper was 
held with entertainment, and an hilari¬ 
ous Christmas party with circus skills 
entertainers. All these events encour¬ 
age our members to join in. 

The coach outing to Slimbridge 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust on the 
banks of the river Severn was held in 
kind weather, and this proved an excel¬ 
lent venue to explore, and to enjoy the 
food there. 

Jill Harris of Quarry Cottage held 
her 50th birthday party in November at 
The Bear Hotel, and all the club was 
invited. She is one of our longest serv¬ 
ing members - what a lovely evening, 
full of balloons and dancing! 

We can only continue to operate 
with the hands-on and financial help 
given by several generous local organ¬ 
isations. The Lions, for example, are 
invaluable in transporting members 
from across the Vale, and then joining 
in our activities. 

We shall be holding our annual din¬ 
ner in The Bear Hotel on Monday, 
March 10, at 7pm, and will welcome 
anyone who wishes to join us that 
evening. 

The cost is £15.50 for non-club 
members. Please contact Sue 
Edwards, treasurer, (01446 772788) if 
you are interested, or myself on 01446 
773373; also if you are keen to join us 
at another time, please call. 

Betty Alden 
(Chairman) 


Young chefs show their 
flair in competition 


THE first round of the mixed green salad and a 
Rotary Young Chef light vinaigrette; Honey 
competition was held spiced chicken with stem 
at Llantwit Major broccoli, garlic, crushed 
Comprehensive Potatoes and tomato and 
red onion puree; and 
Croquembouche. 

The chefs’ teacher. 


Rachel Newbrook, con¬ 
sidered the competition 
a really good way for 
budding chefs to show¬ 
case their talents and cre¬ 
ative flair. She was very 
proud of them all. 

DW 
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School on January 16 
with five young aspir¬ 
ing chefs taking part. 

The competition 
required the chefs to pre¬ 
pare, in two hours, a 
three course healthy meal 
comprising a starter, 
main and dessert courses 
for two people costing 
less than £15. 

This year saw an all 
female group aged 
between 13 and 15 com¬ 
peting in what proved to 
be a very close contest. 

The menus prepared 
by the young chefs were 
varied, mouth-watering 
and challenging. The 
table layout and food 
presentation by all the 
contestants would not 
have been out of place in 
a Michelin starred restau¬ 
rant. 

This gave the judge, 
Mr G Fuchs ofIlltud216, 
a major headache in 
selecting a winner. After 
much deliberation, Elbe 
Jose was declared a win¬ 
ner, with Shannon 
Davies a very close sec¬ 
ond. Nia Thomas, 
Bethany Nash and 
Gemma Thomas were all 
highly commended by 
Mr Fuchs for the high 
standard of their work. 

The winning menu 
was: Mini smoked 

salmon gateaux with 


ON January 14, 
years 3 and 4 had a 
wonderful day out 
when they visited 
the Roman museum 
at Caerleon. 

I am sure the experi¬ 
ence will remain with 
them for a very long 
time. On Tuesday, 
January 28, it will be the 
turn of the nursery and 
reception class, when the 
children will visit 
Cardiff Castle. 

Bus service 

TO those people living 
in the Vale villages who 
have been without a 
bus service for the past 
months, there is a ray 
of hope with an on- 
demand bus service 
starting on January 20, 
which will function 
between 8.15am and 
6.15pm from Monday 
to Friday. 


Seats must be booked 
in advance. Telephone 
0800 294 1113 for fur¬ 
ther information 

between 9am and 1pm, 
Monday to Friday. 

Site hazard 

AS a user of the rub¬ 
bish disposal depot 
which is situated on the 
Llandow trading 
estate, I was appalled 
when visiting the site 
recently by dangerous¬ 
ly deep holes at the 
entrance to the site and 
the full length of the 
road. 

It is all very well for 
the heavy lorries, but a 
family car could sustain 
serious damage, so 
please, whoever is 
responsible, carry out 
some urgent repairs! 

Get well! 

A GET WELL message 
goes to Young At Heart 
Club stalwart, Marje 
Adams, from all her 
friends at the club. 
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• Ono>p«dni>cm tst 

• FWfIftW* 

• CtortriB^ hM^lng 

• OxOto (]P«Z^ 

• OxtotoK## HifTn 
HmC n&TO par n w fc me 

ar«d itom> clto*9M 


GREYBUR^t HOUSE, BARRY 


To 090 tti6 hotlioB, e-mail us at 
HOME84U0vaiMfglaffior9an.9Ov.ul( 
or apply in ^llng to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
\^ible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices. Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 


ARTHUR DAVIS COURT BARRY ^ 



Bums COURT. BARRY 

H4i;Rptoto«np ro9m( 

SMlIobto tor 0 UraRy 







orxupanci r^gMt'rmafila 

- Tno Ototioor* Ut 

• Lxmto grourrd toor 

• Ctotva hMlfe>o 

Root cat at Mr lafR^ 


HAMOVER COURT. BARRY 



Saltafeto tor • fia^to pfrvon 
cr otupto (totf 40 • no ptt» 

• OrtoCMOoan Hif 
•Qpxnoloof 

• OM OOriftii 

• Doufeia-gtomp 

• ftoHtaig 

Rrmi Oil T7 per woH 
moodtog Mi'nCii cltoipM 



MdUrtotofnoe 173419 
SuRabto tor o Rnfto 
paraon omr M (M laHli 
madleal noadtl 

• N»o^9drTH3TC ftol 

• frmPoof 

• Ceenrei totatng 

• OciUbto-gtoaria 
RedlOIOOip«rno9% 


MAES YR YSOOC. BARRY 


Kv itiut/a 

liJMIvto tor • timlv 
maototg Iho merinaifn 
oeoapancy rapiaramanta 

* Thrao-taProom NKaw 

• Qm oo^tS itoMtog 
»OouMa qtor»»B 

• Cnctoaad raar gardrr 

* Ra-iifvj 

Raid tfOTO pa« nom 
tfctoclrq a 


nMtoavtM rKxnav 
SMilatola tor appAcjuna 
09er SO mecltog tl»o 
ainatoiiiaa eocupency 



[• 1 

[• RfflAoor 

« Conte haeUng 

• I>ai4ito-^^a7««g 

• srawer 

ftonettAOlpera 


» i ^ce&lTS 

Sniafela for a tonatir aatli 
an oiaar dild • no pata 

• ino-Ofdroom riel 

• npft floor |no Ito 

• Gm ootora hMttog 

• OouOtogto^nQ 

• CornmaTMi door 
Rant m.€R par Mwt 
mctuding fervfcd citotpet 


VERE STREET, BARRY 



H4(/ Aatonra.9 
SuRaiito tor a toneto 
pcrMK>*nop«4f 

• 0«to ttodfoom nan 

• OKiuad floor 

• Q«ft eorvirdi rMtoig 

• OorrwTuae ftoaf door 
Rffil €71 34 per aee^ 
ectoOng MtaloeordroM 


VntoCHESTER CLOSE. BARRY 


lijRatito tor a famiy 
ma t wg Itia mnaimjni 
ocoappnoy raquramanta 
•bedroom fKUM 

* OR rti bMtIng 
•OowOto flli^ng 

• Girttottt 



Rant CPT.M par A 4 aat 
trKto(lr«o aiaicr oboage 


VISA the H0MES4U web paoe to nagw immedterteiy Avaladl© Homee 
WWW vdec/glaf t H^garvgo V. uk 


You muni b# a H0MES4U mnmber to 
apply lor any of IfiOM homM. 

Wbm brddrg lor »TK>^ 9\>n one 
pmpnrt^ tall bn RR^ncI In afntn '^»r 
a*dOf of p-otoranco 
AJI desenpborno ard otter detail are 
gvwn r gncKl Uith arit irn bnlwtad 
10 ba oorroct Dot any poiootail oenare 
sbOiAd ubs.^r ther*e«f>et as to tber 

Onr*n< . -1nai r % i« a cbartmte 

^ouer*H aeacoaio^ 


Afp yoti^4^i^B na nt ed x>tia& 
been ahocled by the b edroofn tax? 


Wbold you liw to discuss the opUoni 
aveileble to you? 

If so, call our Money Ad\nce Line 
on 01446 70031 ? lor oonstructrve, 
irnpartkai acMce 

This nunrtbor is not a bddrg me for 
pRDperbes n ViB advert 



/HUI 

SaRabto tor a etogto pereen 
•r ooopfa wm IS * no p«to 
«1X »l*4o •pad'rama 

• ryatftoor ho H| 

• Gm caailrai haaltig 

• OoUbto^tomg 

• CemrTKirae gansanr 
Boat MOST? per noeA 
met uStig aamc* cheigai 


CMflT HORTOP, BARRY 

/ 


r AMOAKS, DMAS POWYS 


e Mac/refVrenoe M06SSe 
~ liatobto tor a l■«ll>y 
maaaaig Ilia naiilaHjrm 
ocoepanoy rteiaremante 

• Tvio betlocim fiM 

• Irai iDor 

• <im carrlral haaltig 

• Ooucto gtoAPQ 

• Oaa« toiH daorpatlttoa 
ftom CTSyM par AaaO 
he todhg service <bar<9M 



n4u/totoM«z3;irff 
SuaalPa tore tonyto paraan 
Of coepto oaer M • no peto 

• One bopoon rmt 

• FrMlMv 

• Cmi¥ti Iwaliip 

• Duutta-saareto 

• Rtorawi and liarm 
Rent tibSn per meei ^nc 
viaiir end atom cnorgeo 


HARVEY STREET. BARRY 


HATHAWAY PLACE. BARRY 



, H4iy/totoM« vaaorta 
iSuMbtotorafiimiiy 
I meeihg too mohmam 

J ooctipmicp raquramartla 

- Ttoeo bod*oom boueo 

• Corma haietng 

* Ootiito tymip<g 

> Eactoood teor gerdon 
I Rant C87.7I par viatoi 



MAES YR YSGOL. BARRY 



H4U/toto««nx 10912/0 
Sullatototoraftoafy 
maettog too motomam 
occupancy raoMlamarHa 

• I sar-tweCosm hoiaa 

• Oaocamrel hoeing 

• Ootbto giaOfg 

• IrctoaMd tiar genian 

• PTcWni 

Rent €104.33 por note 
aviMlaee aarnca ctoergna 


ST LUKES AVEM7E. PEHARTH 


n4U itotoPatcM 2T19JO 
toiRablalpratonety 
aioollnf ibe maomian 
aocupaney ragulmaicat 

• T tvaa-badtaom ht&iaa 

• CarCno Haaeng 

• OoMstoHlIuirig 
»Gardanc 

Rant CSt.M por etoto 
iredudcigv 


I 1004044 

iptrecn 

• One-tMchiorri lei 

«Gm cenbel haaieig 

• Ooubto-glecmg 

• Raroing 

I Rant CTt.ia par -maai 

I iryyudhg eervico cbetgei 




MiU Ratonana 764997 
SuRebto tor o 
mactlag ton majumum 
oocMpn nc f raquiramania 


* ondtuorn lei 

• Q^auadltoor 

• Cortral hetohg 

* Oixoto iyo2>'g 

Rant 0040 par vntoi 
hctoiSng vitoar rfiargaa 


ST LUKES AVENUE PENARTH 


M4U Mtoavr^ 34S3S0 
OaUeoio for 0 tonale 

accMpancy mqalmanaie 

• noptto 

• Tav baclouai Itol 

• Sneznd Itoer 

^ • Cenroi hooing 

• Ikticto guzng 
Rato OKBipar wnae 
mdinhg nanar rbergao 



Home ownership could be within your reach 

SCHOLARS VIEW, TOWNMILL ROAO, COWBRIOGE 



Imioo tor tiijnraeiyi puipoeos only 

Two-bedroom house for sale - £147,000* 

C70% at market value C210.000^ 

The properly « ottered on a aHared eouily bom. 

You toM nitod to rtooe a rncrtgiga tor 70% of the market valua, toltb Rtolat A 

WeM Houarg retanno a 30% cfiarge on tbe property 

Deperident or> your mertgape provider, you may need a depceit of S% |C735()(i 

Eiglbilty cfttada apply, incAxSoQ a local connactlons polcy 

Contact WIVH Housirg Options Toam on 0600 062 2526 or 

(lor an applicaton pack. 

^ iRnewydd @ ft... 
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Ml« MMUOM IW IrMWlMl Md S«Nn n 


Is Yow lenal InstaileL^? 


ONE VISION AREI 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 




www.onevl8ionltdxo.uk 


Solar’s Snowball Sale! 

• Blind 1 • Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 • 
10% 20% 30% 40% * 



SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
CF313TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 


DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 
www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 










HrtwVUil 





ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 



446 4 a» f je or 07 Vf» 4 f 3 


Q^ciVTOioi 


<ii^3T(j]0cQg3 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


^BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


nmi i wif Mjw s iMHi niEflffiii 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

J pV 01446 420784 
^07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 




01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly | 
CF83 IBQ* vvww.starline-blinds.co.uk ; 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GEPIUIPIE 
15% OFF 
SALE ^ I 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfiLE CARPETS 

ccMte^ to- <fOic 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 



Tkllil 01446 774484 



Call 01446 774484 to advertise witiv 
The GEM, and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


1 jn 

CHOKE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446737695/739603 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
interior & Exterior 

a City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting 

Decorating 

Spedalist 

Est 1981 
Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


Established 


Daisy 

Decorating 
& Design 

STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 

^ Female run 
business 
^ Interior 
Decorating Service 

• Interior/Exterior 

• Clean, Friendly 

• Professional 

• No job too small 

Phone Joy any day 
before 8 pm 
on 07754 809090 

07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 



TheCiEil 

01446 774484 


Bumble Bee Decorators 
• Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior 
• Painting • Decorating 


Free no obligation quote. 
Give us a tinkle on 01446 750625 
or buzz on 07980 691584. 
Ask for John (Clissett). 


Have you planned 
your 2014 
marketing yet? 

Why not place 
a monthly advert 
in The GEM 
classified section. 
For more 
information call 
Eileen on 
01446 774484. 

The GEM 
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Chimney 

Sweep 

C.K. Jose 

Est.1965 

The Oiigiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 




MG |. 
WINDOWS ^ 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ N • Call Martyn on: 

N , ' ^ f 01446 796795 

or 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk ^ 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


mndow T9e UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


[i[|©©QGf“a©§ia §©cra3(§©3 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 

^ ■ 


_ ScKeme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 




I Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

ELEC^^ 



Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
0144« 700206/730884 




' Grooming 
4^^ Cowbridge, 

8 CF7I 7UL 8 

Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
available 

01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*Tyeatment Piants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 


Gas jd 
Services 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




The c 


Br U:d 


• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


lacpag]#' 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




LUMBERJACIOip 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 1 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


^ Tree Felling, Dismantling, Dead Wooding & 


Grass Cutting, Weeding 


Pruning Hedge Trimming & Removing ^ Lawn 


Shrubs & Hedges Trinuned, 


Mowing & Brush Cutting ^ Dead Leaves 


Tree Felling, 


Gathered & Removed ^ Site & Garden Clearance 


Fencing, Turfing. 


^ Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 


Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 


^ Guttering & Fascias ^ All Jobs Considered 


Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 


^ All Waste & Byproducts Removed for Free 


Power Washed. 


Fencing & Gravel Patches 


• Free Estimates 


Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


• Reliable Family Team 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 


01446 773935 


01446 728197 or 07500901065 


or 07773 992704 



Plan ahead 
for 2014 

The GEM reaches 
43,000 homes. 
Give us a call to 
promote your 
business. 
01446 774484 


:(j>ni|Jotp (farrkii Ivmcfsi 

‘ • i»H Kiv. ♦ ni«s hlifo. hfi* .fs 

AH1> \AnSS • fAINS PAIlcn 

TvIrtilMiiM-: 4144* 4I942H 
«ir(l77A5 6ll75J 


Bridce Vale Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 


FELLING, PRUNING, 
CROWN REDUCTION, 
THINNING OUT AND 
TOTAL DISMANTLING 

- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 113657 
or 07921 902729 



Llewellyn Garden Services 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


mgs I 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 985 oi 


All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
B & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


J P EOVVA.ROS 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01^4^ 790127 07719 005526 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40^ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements>^^j 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 3016 I 6 


)W Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


IX'Plumbmyj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0%445«t}fl1 


J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 

Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 

Treefelling • Jet Washing 

Loose Decorative Gravel 

Plus much more: 


01446 402765 or 07540117474 


|www.ratedpeople.com/profile/Jn-and-son-gardening| 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jq^ 
too small 
01446 678671 
07526 125982 



The 

eEM 

01446 

774484 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
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^fiiffarrSlovent^^ 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 



• Fast & Efficient 
Service 

• Friendly Staff 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled 

• Highway permits 
arranged when 
required 


Mini 


Midi 




Builders 
\ Maxi / 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

01446 421072/733773 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 




GitsftCvK 

Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


PHILLIP HART 

_ ^School of Motoring 


£18 per hour 

Discount for block bookings 
Very high 1st time pass rate 


Tel: (H)01446 741671 (M)07906 640523 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


Glamorgan 

Upholsterers 

All aspects of 
upholstery undertaken 
25 years experience 
Leather repair specialist 

07850 689187 

glamorgan-upholsterers@hotmail.com 



^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


FIREWOOD A. 

HARDWOOD LOGS 

07816 377663 




FIREWOOD 


SBS SALVAGE LTD I Seasoned 6 Kiln Dned 




U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 



Barry^s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
&Vale of Glamorgan Council 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


<d iEa[|)[ba©[h 

iNSTA^Vn 

SKIP HIRE LTD^^^r ^ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 




SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 






ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




MATHS 

TUTOR 

with AAaths degree 
(CRB checked). 

01446 753772 
07815 128313 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 
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Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Bunk Beds 

As new, pine frame 
65 X 65. 

Can make into two 
single beds. £70. 
Tel 01656 785940 


SLIMLINE 

STAIRLIFT 

VGC for standard straight 
stairs. Comes fitted and 
guaranteed by trained 
engineer. £750 

Tel 01446 711739 


3 Sealer Sofa 

Loose covers, in ivory. 

4 large back cushions, 
2 in ivory and 2 in pale 

green, all washable. 
Good condition. 

£100 ono 
07979 483557 


Display Cabinet 
195cm X 100cm £125. 
Cherry Wood Round 
Top Table 96cm £100. 
Maplewood 3 Drawer 
Cabinet £100. 

2 Bar Stools £30. 
Panasonic Microwave 
Combi £25. 

Tel 07778 I 25 O 883 ,, 


nufiEN 


Why not advertise your trade 
tn the GEM pages breach 
potenliatVate customers. 

Call 01446 774484 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Roma Shop 
Rider 

Mobility Scooter, 
complete with battery 
and charger. 

£450 ono. 

Tel 01656 862134, 


Self Propelled 
Wheelchair 

Cost £175 will sell 
for £110. As new, 
hardly used. 

01446 781182 


Walk-in 
Jacuzzi Bath 

Good condition. 

£550 ono. 
01656 654031 


FREE 

Greenhouse 

(Llantwit Major) 
Recipient must 
dismantle and 
remove. 

07772 545359 


Call 01446 771567 
for bulk wmtef deals 


Free of Charge: 
Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 • Light demolition 
MOrWures/Utwxedorsa^vehide * 

Best prices paid for copper / Lead grades of me^ taken 

/ Aluminium / Stainless steel • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

/ Computer boards / Electric cable * Household appliances 
and caulytic converters • Car batteries 


Liftniow. CoMtrWeUa 

cpn 

www,top9tsK conk 
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03 Smart For 
Two Pulse 

2 door automatic, 
convertible, petrol, 41k, 
MoT & tax Sept 2014, 
new alternator & 
battery fitted. 

01446 710234 3/4 


OSVauxhall 

Corsa 1.2 Design 

Silver, 71,500 miles, 
long MOT (July T 4) 
FSH, VGC, superb 
first car, no dealers 

£1750 

07711 7023783/4 


08 Landrover 
Freelander 
TD4GS 

One owner 
(silver/blue) 76k FSH 

£10,995 ono 
01446 781462 


07 Ford KA 

Canary yellow, 
MOT & taxed. 
Good condition, 
one lady owner. 

£1,500 ono 

01446 720284 


06 Hyundai 

Coupe Auto 2.7.V6 

MOT & Tax, 75k, 
blue, leather interior, 
excellent condition 

£3000 ono 
07714 776419 


Smart Passion 
04 Reg 

32,000 miles 
1 owner, top spec, 
heated leather seats, 
sliding roof, a frame 
tow bar 

£2950 

Tel: 07778125088 


KYMCO 
125 Pulsar 
Motor Cycle 

Ideal bike to learn 
on or commute, 2012 
model, 5120 miles 
Excellent condition. 

£1050 

07711 7023783/4 


2003 Nissan 
Almera Flare 

5 door, 87k (low 
mileage) lady owner, 
FSH, MOT’d August, 
taxed May, excellent 
condition 

£1395 

07984 127922,, 


Car 

Transporter 

Trailer 

14ft X 7ft. New 
brakes, good tyres 

£650 ono 

07732 995299 3 /, 


06 Citroen 

Picasso Desire. 

2Ltr petrol auto. 43,500 
miles, in good 
condition. At present on 
disabled tax. Forecourt 
price £2,995. My price: 

£2495 ono 
01446 4125783 /, 


04 Vauxhall 
Vectra 16 V Club 

Silver, 4 door saloon, 
manual, 5 gears, 1.8 
petrol, MOT’d till 
March. Tax’d 94.k 
miles special plate 
£995 

07730 250246 (Barry) 


Advertise 
your car 
for sale 

£20+vat 
for 2 weeks 


Oall 01446 774484 to 
advertise w^itKi "TKie GEIX/I, and 
reaeKi 43,000 Kiemee frem 
F^enartKi to F^ortKicavv^l 
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[YOUR HARD WORK, 

YOUR PROFITS 



TCRfrrOMES AWAJLABU IN < 
AROUND tWANWA ft NC¥FPOirr 


2012 BFA FRANCHISOR 
COID AV^AHO WINNIM 


AUTO^iMgT 01S43 4t2926 
WWW. tlartawtoinnart.co.ak 




Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 

Ysgol GyfunY Bont Faen 

Catering Manager 

(permanent) 

37 hours per week / 42 weeks per year 
Grade H (scp 31-36) £26,539 - £30,3 I I 
(pro rata).To start: as soon as possible. 


We are seeking a dynamic, inspirationai and innovative 
candidate who is passionate about providing a first ciass 
catering faciiity.This is an exciting opportunity to work in 
a forward thinking institution and iead staff, provision and 
faciiities to exceiience. 

Piease visit our website: 

www.cowbridgecomprehensiveschooLco.uk to view 
the vacancy detaiis and downioad an appiication pack, 
dick: About us - Schooi information - Schooi vacancies. 

Alternatively tel: Mrs F Gandy: 01446 772311. 


THOMAS 

Robert 

Robert, Auctioneer of Cowbridge, after a long illness 
bravely borne, on January 9th 2014, aged 83, loving 
husband of his dear wife, Enid, much loved father of 
Kay, Sally and Andrew and dear father-in-law of 
John, John and Lynne, a proud grandfather of his 
11 grandchildren, all of whom adored him . 
Funeral service at Ramoth United Free Church 
Cowbridge at 1.45pm on Tuesday, 28th January 2014, 
immediately followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium at 3.15pm. No flowers. If desired, 
donations to Marie Curie Cancer Care or Cancer 
Research UK c/o J W James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


SAVORY 

Joan Eugenia 

Janet, Robert and family would like to thank 
everyone who attended Joan's funeral and 
for the eondolenee eards reeeived. 
Speeial thanks to the staff at the Waverley 
Care Centre for the eare give to Joan. 
Also, Father Ben Andrews, the Seashore 
Grill and A.G. Adams and Son. 


ELLIS 

Graham 


Suddenly, but peacefully, on January 1st, 
whilst on Widay in Truro, Graham, aged 71 
years of The Knap, Barry. 

Dearly loved husband of Jean, beloved father of the late 
Sara. Graham will be sadly missed by aU his family 
and Mends. Resting at A.G. Adams & Son funeral 
home, Gladstone Road, Barry, until the funeral on 
Wednesday January 29. Service at AU Saints Church, 
Barry at 1.00pm, afterwards interment at Barry 
Cemetery. Family flowers only, if desired, donations 
may be handed to the funeral director after the funeral 
for Cancer Research. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern. 
We, Peachkey Ltd do 
hereby give notice that 
we have applied to the 
licensing authority (Vale 
of Glamorgan Council) 
for a variation of a prem¬ 
ises licence at Cardiff 
Road, Barry known as 
McDonald’s Restaurant. 

The application is to vary 
the licence to allow the 
in store to be open to the 
public 24 hours per day. 

Any persons wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do 
so in writing to: 

The Licensing 
Department, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry 
CF63 4RU, not later than 
28 days after the date of 
this notice. 
Representations 
received after this date 
will not be considered. 

A copy of the application 
can be viewed 
at the Civic Offices dur¬ 
ing normal office hours. It 
is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a 
false statement in con¬ 
nection with this applica¬ 
tion, the maximum fine 
on summary conviction 
being £5000. 

16th January 2014. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 


KELLY 

Iris 

Suddenly on January 15 at Morriston 
Hospital, Iris of Llantwit Major, beloved 
wife of David, dearly loved mother of 
Andrea and James, dear mother-in-law of 
Gemma and much loved nanny of Lexi. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday January 27, service 
11.30am at St. Dltuds Church, Llantwit Major 
followed by interment in Llantwit Major Cemetery. 
Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 


HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Fully 

Registered 

07796 794841 

All Areas 
Covered 


CHAPPELL 

Margaret Lavinia (nee Williams) 

Peacefully on January 8 at Holme Tower 
Marie Curie Centre, Penarth, Margaret, of 
Welsh St Donats, beloved wife of the late 
John, sister of the late Jenny and Donald, will 
be sadly missed by all her family and friends. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday January 27, 
service and cremation 3.45pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations if desired to Holme Tower Marie Curie 
Centre c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose CF62 3DZ. 


ThtCiEil 

01446 774484 


FOUND 

Friendly rabbit - 
near Toby Carvery 

Port Road West, 
Barry on Saturday, 
January 11 

For information call 
Maes Glas Vets 
01446 742800 


CANTY 

John Freeman 
(Big Ace) 

John’s family would like to thank all those who 
attended his funeral and for all the messages and 
kindness shown at this sad time. Also, thanks for all 
the flowers and donations to Guillain Barre Syndrome. 

Special thanks to Alan and staff at AG Adams & Sons 
funeral directors for all the help given. 

Also a big thank you to all six bearers. 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawi-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



W. A Brown Son 


Olf*etor« 


• Plan* 
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SPICKETT 

David 


Peacefully on Friday 17th January at the University 
Hospital of Wales, David, loving husband of Jackie, 
dear dad of Andrew and the late Jane, father-in-law 
of Jane. An adored Bamps of Riah, Ruby and 
Morgan, Bampi of Klara and Kleo. 

Resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until his service 
at St Mary’s Church, Holton Road, Barry on 
Monday 3rd Febmary at 1.30pm followed by 
interment at Barry Cemetery. 

Family flowers only, donations may be made at the 
service or sent to St Mary’s Restoration Fund. 
Further enquiries to Lyndsay Elhs @ 

The Vale Funeral Service 01446 407962. 



WITCHARD 

Stella Yvonne 

Peacefully, on Sunday 5 January 2014 at St 
Barruc’s Ward, Barry Hospital, after a long 
illness, Yvonne, of Colcot Road, Barry. Beloved 
wife of the late Brin, devoted mother of Susan, 
mother-in-law of Russell and dearly loved 
Grandma of David. 

At her request, a private funeral service was held at the 
Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on Friday 
17 January 2014. Grateful thanks to the Rev Stewart 
Lisk who officiated at the service, to W. James & 
Sons, Fonmon who organised the funeral 
arrangements and a special thanks to the staff and 
volunteers of St Barmc’s Ward who could not have 
cared better for Yvonne during the three years and 
seven months - they made it her home. 


WORSWICK 

Natalie Anne 

Suddenly but peacefully at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital Birmingham, Natalie, much loved 
daughter of Neil and Viv, sister to Ceri and 
Andrew. Devoted mum to C^ourtney, much loved 
sister-in-law to Paul and Sarah, loving auntie to 
Ellie, Amelia and Isabella - will be sadly missed. 
Funeral Service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge 
on Wednesday, 29th January at 1pm, followed by 
interment at the Limes Cemetery. Flowers may be 
sent to Thomas Brothers, Greengate, Ewenny Road, 
St Brides Major, CF32 OSB. 


You can run a ★ 
but you can’t hide! 

Love & best wishes from all your 
friends at The GEM xxx * 


AUSTIN 


Our twins are 30 
on January 28th - 
we wish them a 
Happy Birthday! 



Lots of love, enjoy your party, 
Nanny Mave Grampa Fred 
and all your family xxx 


STICKLER-AUDREY ^ 

Wi ni fred (nee Andrews) 

PeacefiiUy on 14th January 2014 at Abermill Care 
home, Caerphilly. Audrey aged 87 (previously of 
Oxford Street, Barry), much loved mother of Ruth and 
son-in-law Peter and nanna of Joanna and Michael. 
Audrey will be missed by all her family and firends. 
Service and cremation at the Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Memorial Park and crematorium, Port Road East, Barry 
at 12pm on Monday 27th January. Family flowers only 
please. If so desired, donations to the Alzheimer’s 
Society may be made during the retiring collection 
following the service or sent c/o Park Independent 
Funeral Directors, 7 Tynewyyd Road, Barry CF62 8HB. 
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j| I Don't Believe it 

DAVE POPE 
is 70 

on 28tli 
January 2014. 

Wishing you a 
very Happy 
Birthday 
Lots of Love 
Carole and all 
the family xxx 


t 


i 
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Happy Birthday 

Leslie 
Colston f 

(nee Marsh) F - # 
on 19th I ^ 

January, 2014 * 

Lots of Love, 

Jodie, Jason, Paul, 

Galium, Lara, Lydon \ " 

&SebAAA 





ATLANTIC TRADING 
ESTATE, BARRY 

1 6m X 1 0m= 1 60sqm 

£50 per week (+VAT) 

Other sizes available on request. 
Please telephone Stewart Brock at 

Ace Site Services on 01446 744487 
or 07971 024642 for more details. 


Do you have something 
to celebrate? 

Birth, Birthday, Anniversary etc 


Now only 
£10 plus vat 

for a 5cm X 6cm colour 
greeting including 
a photo. 

Please ring Sue at 

The GEM 

on 01446 774484 


Sarah 

Smith 

on 1st January 


Love from 

Mum, Dad 
& family xxx 




i Lots of Love 

m 


1 Nan & Bob 



xxx 


Happy 18th Birthday 

Paul Snooks (PJ) 

(Snooksy) 


on 26th January 2014 
To our little boy who’s 
now all grown up. 

Lots of love. Mum, 
Gramps and brother 
Callum xxx 
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International referee Nigel 
oversees Pencoed under-12s 



Man of match Matthew Oddy with Nigel Owens and Phil Steele. 


PHIL STEELE on 
the microphone, 
hog roast on the go, 
match programmes, 
Nigel Owens in the 
middle and 
Pencoed under-12 
stars forming a 
guard of honour.. 

Was this happening at 
a regional super stadi¬ 
um? No, it all happened 
on the main pitch at 
Pencoed RFC to cele¬ 
brate their 125 th 
anniversary. With the 
weather playing a part it 
almost didn’t go ahead, 
so a big hand goes to all 
who lent a hand to work 
on the waterlogged 
pitch. 

With the sun drying 
the pitch out, both sides 
lined up to do battle, 
Cwmbran traditionally 
take the spoils on recent 
encounters at 15-a-side. 

Playing away from 
the clubhouse, Pencoed 
were focused and both 
sides tested each other in 
the early exchanges, 
with testing runs from 
Kieran, Joe Watts, Cory 
Lewis, Luke Hall, 

James, Griff, Jordan and 


WALES Rugby 
League will be hold¬ 
ing open trials for 
both their South 
Wales Academy 
under 16 and Wales 
students’ squads on 
February 2 at 
Cardiff Arms Park. 

The under 16s trial 
starts at 1pm and players 
selected will form the 
squad which will play 
eight fixtures from 
February to July. 

The Wales students 
trial starts at 2.30pm and 
players selected will 
form the squad which 
will play in the 2014 
Student Four Nations 
Championship at Easter 
against sides from 
England, Ireland and 
Scotland. 

WRL development 
manager Mark Jones 
said: “Wales Students 
have been very success¬ 
ful over the last 10 years. 
We are currently ranked 


Jack all making 
Cwmbran reorganise. 

Eorwards formed a 
ruck in attack and 
Kieran took charge, 
making yards and trou¬ 
bling defenders, backed 
up by the pack, Cory 
span the ball wide to 
Curtis to offload to Joe 
to go more direct, before 


third in the world and are 
the Eour Nations champi¬ 
ons. 

“Many of our former 
student players have also 
been snapped-up by 
some of the biggest 
Rugby League clubs in 
the country and are now 
making substantially 
good careers for them¬ 
selves as a result. Do you 
fancy the challenge too? 
Then please register and 
see what you can do.” 

To register for the tri¬ 
als, download a form by 
visiting 
http://media, rladmin. co. 
uk/docs/SW%20Academy 
%20U16%20Registratio 
n%2 OFo rm %202014. do c 
for under-16s, or 
http://media, rladmin. co. 
uk/docs/Wales%20Stude 
nts%20Registration%20 
Form%202014.doc for 
students and return it to 
mark.jones@walesrug 
byleague.co.uk by 

Friday, January 24. 


popping to Matt who 
stepped inside then out 
to dance around would- 
be defenders to dab 
down under the posts; 
the try was converted by 
Matt. 

Cwmbran were quick 
out from their line and 
pressure forced an error. 
They set up quick ruck 
ball and swift hands put 
the ball through the 
backline to open their 
scoring; the try was con¬ 
verted. 

A good period of 
attractive rugby from 
both sides followed, well 
marshalled by Mr 
Owens; Kieran received 
a short pass to bulldoze 
his way over through 
whoever stood in his 
way for a great individ¬ 
ual effort to make it 12- 
7. 

The tempo was good 
from both sides and 
given the conditions, 
there were few errors 
being made; confidence 
grew and the complete 
backline handled and fed 
for the forwards to recy¬ 
cle for Cory to plan a 
blind-side move with 
Griff supporting. It was 
stopped five metres short 
by the Cwmbran cover 
but quick thinking by 
blindside Jay saw him 
take the score to 17-7. 

The halftime whistle 


LEAGUE leaders. 
The Cwm Talwg, 
lost their unbeaten 
record to defending 
champions, the 
Poachers. 

The Poachers held a 2- 
5 lead after the first dou¬ 
bles leg but the Cwm 
Talwg won the last two 
legs to cut the margin to 
4-5 overall. 

Steve Moggeridge hit 
a 180 and Jon Hum hit a 
110 out shot during the 
match. 

EEC Allsorts had a 6-3 
victory over the Park 
Weasels and the Windsor 
Nomads came through a 
tight game, against the 
Billy Ghosts, with a 5-4 


went and coaches 
encouraged and support¬ 
ed the players, Tara got 
the oranges, Picton got 
the water, and all parents 
were pleasantly sur¬ 
prised by the scoreline. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond half, two early 
scrums were pinched 
against the head by 
Drew, allowing the 
backline to readjust to 
make use of bonus pos¬ 
session, and the backs 
attacked well, supported 
by the forwards. 

Cory passed short to 
Curtis, who stepped 
inside and spotted a gap 
to dart 40 metres 
untouched to touch 
down. 

Cwmbran were still a 
force to be wary of and 
the level of physicality 
from both sides clearly 
surprised Mr Owens. 
Commitment in the tack¬ 
le area was high and top 
efforts from Ben Lloyd, 
Griff, Matt, Max, Jay, 
Ellis, Lewis Drew Jack 
and Jordan saw them all 
put their bodies on the 
line. 

The Pencoed forwards 
were comfortable with 
their own possession and 
from set plays right to 
left each opportunity 
was snuffed out by 
Cwmbran. It took a 
blind move from Curtis 


win. 

The game between the 
Plastics C and the 
Dartonians was all 
square after the singles. 
The Plastics won all 
three doubles legs to gain 
a 6-3 victory; Craig 
Harris hit a 180. 

In the first division, 
Caddy Cons Raiders 
pulled off a surprise vic¬ 
tory over league leaders. 
The Throws of Despair, 
winning 6-3. 

The Starlets lost 2-7 to 
the Mariners 66. Mary 
McKinney, from the 
Starlets hit a 106 out shot 
while Mike Copeland, 
from the Mariners, hit a 
180 and a 103 out shot. 

RL 



Rugby league 
trials in capital 


Barry darts 
league round-up 


Back row (left to right): Steve Clarke, Pencoed linesman, WRU referee Nigel Owens, Peter's 
marketing manager Claire Conway, and Pencoed RFC chairman Mike Bosley. 

Front row (left to right): Cwmbran under-12 captain Tommy McClean, Pencoed vice captain 
Max Phillips, Pencoed captain Curtis Palmer, Pencoed mascot and ball carrier Luke Hall. 
ALL PICTURES BY JULIE HANCOCK - Visit juliehancock.org for more pictures. 


to pop the ball off the 
floor to Luke Hall, who 
supported well to receive 
and drive over to widen 
the scores to 27-7. 

Cwmbran didn’t give 
up the battle, a credit to 
a quality team, and more 
pressure came from the 
visitors; a backline 
attack on the blindside 
was stopped short by 
Gruff Ben Lloyd and 
Matt before the pack 
arrived. Close quarter 
snipes failed to penetrate 
but when the ball was 
sent wide it was difficult 
to contain the pace of 
the Cwmbran’s backs 
who grabbed a consola¬ 
tion try, the full time 
score 27-12. 

The Magners man of 
the match, chosen by 
Phil Steele, was Matt 
Oddy - a great display 
Matt, well done. 

With consideration to 
the squad ethos, 
Cwmbran agreed before 
the fixture that three 
periods would be played 
so that the newer mem¬ 
bers could experience 
playing at this intensity; 
unfortunately Mr Owens 
did not have enough 
time to officiate so Mr 
Bosley stepped up and 
ably filled Nigel’s 
boots.. 

There were 10 
changes to the home 
team and in sporting 
spirit Jack and Drew 
turned out for the visi¬ 
tors (in the centre and 
scrum). Cwmbran tested 
their endurance and ini¬ 
tially Pencoed looked 
the livelier. Tommy, 
Ewan, Joe Stroud, 
Dafydd, Ben, Beck, 

Sam, Liam, Noah, 

James, Ellis Tyler and 
Luke Watkins all prov¬ 
ing very powerful in 
attack and defence. 

Both sides worked 
well, Ellis was quick to 
turnover ball and Noah, 
Sam and Luke Watkins 
went well at short range. 


Tommy Ewan and 
Dafydd worked well 
going forward, mar¬ 
shalled by Jacob at out¬ 
side half and in defence, 
while Ben Lloyd proved 
his fitness with an 
appearance in the third 
period. 

The only score during 
this period saw Jack and 
Drew working well for 
Cwmbran, combining 
with a neat pop and 
offload in the centre area 
allowing the backs to 
continue to build on the 
move to see Cwmbran 
eventually recycle from 
the ruck to power over. 

Pick of the bunch for 
this period were Noah 
for his go forward and 
defensive work and 
Dafydd, who attacked 
well at every opportunity 
- well done both! 

A great phase to end 
the contest and the occa¬ 
sion, all boys who took 
to the pitch committed to 
the entertainment of the 
match and it was made 
that extra bit special 
having been able to 
secure the world class 


qualifications of Nigel 
Owens to referee the fix¬ 
ture. 

Well done squad and 
all the coaches and 
backroom staff. 

Chris Cadogan 
Peters’ Pies donated 
125 tasty treats and 
new rugby balls to 
the club, as part of 
Peter’s Slice of the 
Pie Community 
Fund, established to 
support deserving 
community groups, 
sports teams, schools 
and charities across 
south Wales. 

Players and their fam¬ 
ilies enjoyed the pies, 
pasties and sausage rolls 
donated by Peter’s and 
Nigel Owens said: 

“Local businesses play 
an important role in 
helping grassroots rugby 
to develop and thrive. 
Decent equipment is 
essential, so the contri¬ 
bution from Peter’s is 
greatly appreciated.” 

Claire Conway, mar¬ 
keting manager at the 


Caerphilly-based food 
giant, said: “Sport is a 
huge part of our ethos. 
Pencoed Junior RPC is a 
great club and we’re 
proud this contribution 
will help train future 
rugby stars. We wish 
them the best of luck.” 

Mike Bosley, chair¬ 
man of Pencoed Juniors 
RPC, helped the team 
apply for a slice of 
Peter’s funding and said: 
“We are a successful 
section with many of our 
players proving them¬ 
selves with district and 
Wales selection; howev¬ 
er, it’s a struggle to pro¬ 
vide the equipment that 
they desperately need. 

“We are delighted 
with the funding from 
Peter’s and look forward 
to playing and compet¬ 
ing with the brand new 
balls. Now, our players 
have better equipment to 
practice and play at a 
more professional level.” 

Readers in 
Bridgend can see 
more photographs of 
the game on page 26. 
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Archery championships come to St Athan 



ON Sunday, January 12, as 
Lord Paramount, MoD St 
Athan Commanding Officer, 
Wing Commander Robert 
Balls, hosted archers from 
across the UK as they compet¬ 
ed in the Welsh and Open 
Indoor Championships 2014. 

The Welsh Field Archery 
Association event was arranged and 
hosted by the Llantwit Major Archers 
to whom MoD St Athan is their indoor 
winter training ground. 

Over 50 archers took part in the 
event which had 21 classes containing 
six different styles of shooting. The 
team travelling the furthest, from 
Scotland, represented Drum Field 
Archers. They had driven from 
Edinburgh to take part in the event and 
went home with the only female mem¬ 


ber of the team, Louise Shingler, tak¬ 
ing the title ‘First Welsh Open Adult 
Female Unlimited Champion’. 

Each archer shot 60 arrows from a 
distance of 20 yards into a target area 
determined by their class and the com¬ 
petition attracted archers with a wide 
range of age and experience. 

Welsh team captain and current 
world champion, Gary Hart, won the 
Adult Male Unsighted Compound 
while Commonwealth Games partici¬ 
pant Geraint Thomas, won Adult Male 
Unlimited with an outstanding score of 
300/300 and an ‘X count’ of 58, which 
is a new Welsh record. 

Younger archers were also repre¬ 
sented and Daniel Goodwin (9) from 
Barry, who shoots for Llantwit Major 
Archers, is now first Welsh and Open 
Cub Male Sighted Recurve Champion. 

Talent seems to run in the Goodwin 
family as mum, Teresa, took the title of 



-V'- 


a- . - 


MoD St Athan Commanding Officer, 
Wing Commander Robert Balls, hosted 
archers from across the UK. 


first Welsh and Open Adult Eemale 
Sighted Recurve Champion. 

Llantwit Major Archers general sec¬ 
retary, Colin Ketly, said: “Everyone 
has had a great day and the venue at St 
Athan has worked particularly well. To 
shoot 60 arrows is a challenge for 
everyone and it’s been lovely to see the 
youngsters shooting so confidently 
alongside the adults.” 

Traditionally, the Lord Paramont 
presents the archers with their awards. 
On this occasion this role was held by 
Wing Commander Balls, who present¬ 
ed the winners with a ribboned medal. 

Wing Commander Balls said: “The 
Llantwit Major Archers have a close 
affiliation with the RAL with Service 
personnel and their families being 
among their membership. 

“Archery in Wales has a long and 
distinguished history and the skills of 
the archer have helped win many a 


military battle. It is good to know that 
now a sport it is still being practiced 
and enjoyed by the current generations 
of Welsh archers.” 

Competition results for Llantwit 
Major Archers: Lirst, Welsh and Open 
Junior Eemale Unlimited Champion - 
Imogen Kent; first, Welsh and Open 
Junior Male Sighted Compound 
Champion Callum Mills; first, 

Welsh and Open Adult Male Sighted 
Recurve Champion - Mat Symmonds; 
first, Welsh and Open Adult Eemale 
Sighted Recurve Champion - Teresa 
Goodwin; Lirst, Welsh and Open Cub 
Male Sighted Recurve Champion 
- Daniel Goodwin; first, Welsh and 
Open Adult Male Unsighted Recurve 
Champion - Bob Marriott; first, Welsh 
and Open Junior Male Unsighted 
Recurve Champion - leuan Graham. 



Bombettes shut out Croesy 


IN an eagerly-awaited first Cup fixture of 
2014, the Barry women’s rugby side, the 
Bombettes, overcame their visitors in a 
bruising encounter on Sunday, January 
12 at Barry RFC. 

This was a test of how far Bombettes had pro¬ 
gressed since last year’s Cup win against the same 
opponents and, as Second Division champions, they 
didn’t disappoint. 

On a bitterly cold afternoon, the Barry club field¬ 
ed a strong squad and, with their growing confi¬ 
dence, played up the slope in the first half and went 
into the interval with a 0-0 scoreline. 

The Bombettes’ management used the bench well 
during the break, with the fresh legs of Husk and 
Richards replacing Phillips and Kath Jones, both of 
whom had put in a decent shift. 

Becoming increasingly desperate, Croesyceiliog 
resorted to spoiling ball, fairly or otherwise, and. 



constantly infringing, as they were under great pres¬ 
sure. 

The Bombettes eventually made the vital break¬ 
through when, using field position perfectly, 
Shanahan made a snipe down the blindside before 
Bannister and Lox handled and a perfectly-timed 
pass from the latter allowed sub Britton to use her 
pace and evade the defence for a corner try which 
went unconverted. 

Lor Bombettes, Potter and Richards carried well, 
with O’Neil always running the ball back at the 
opposition and opening up the defence. Yapp tack¬ 
led as if she was twice her size by seemingly jump¬ 
ing on any opponent who dared come near her; they 
shall not pass! Shanahan had her most influential 
game in both defence and attack. 

Indeed, in a very tight game, it was hats off to a 
complete defensive display by every player. The 
management extended congratulations to the whole 
squad for a totally committed, dogged and profes¬ 
sional performance and a well deserved first Cup 
victory but stressed the need to keep a full team on 
the pitch at all times. 

The spokeswoman added: “The forwards laid the 
ground work but the whole squad take the plaudits. 
Special thanks to the super subs who didn’t get on, 
to the intrepid supporters who braved the bracing 
conditions to watch and to Chris Clogg for amazing 
food.” 

Bombettes: O’Neill, Day-Smith, Fox, K Jones 
(captain), Binney, Bannister, Shanahan, Yapp, 
Young, Potter, Coleman, Helmore, Kath Jones, 
Phillips and Horne. Super subs: Richards, Husk, 
Rees, Britton and Smith. 
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Barry 

Tyre Centre 

Ltd 


Our Service Centre is available 
to customers old and new. 

A family owned business serving 
Barry for nearly 40 years. 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 




le 



Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

LOWER GUTHRIE mjM HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF634PS WaM BARRY CF634HU 

01446 737447 KB 01446 745888 

mm.banytyreautocentre.co.uk 

Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 




All major credit cards accepted 






















































PAUL JARVIS 

07904 

840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

or visit 

^ www.chipsaway.co.uk 


COLO AWARD WiSNE^ 


£11,690 


£4,790 


£2,990 


£3,590 


60 VOLVO V50 1.60 Drive S 5-Dr (Stop 
Start) Estate. White, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, 
MFSW, Alloys, Climate Control, 109k 


£7,190 


YOUR HARD WORK, YOUR PROFITS 


ROB WHITBY, 

^C(nr*4r^ OfCiKi' in p’^. So. o^sf* 
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£8,290 
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" ChipsAway^ 


Ffion’s call-up for 
the Six Nations! 


05 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 V6 4-Dr. 
Met Blue, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
EAA/indows, C/Locking, 66k 


60 MERCEDES BENZ C Class C200 2.1 CD! Blue 
Efficiency Executive SE. Met Black, (Diesel), Sat Nav, 1 
Owner, FSH, Parking Sensors, 6 Speed, Bluetooth, 77k 


06 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 GL 3-Dr. 
Yellow, 1 Owner, FSH, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 74k. 


08 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi 2-Dr MultiTronic. 
Met Silver, (Diesel), FSH, MFSW, 
Climate Control, CD Player 70k 


57 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 5-Dr. 
Met Red, 1 Owner, FSH, Alloys, 
MFSW, CD Player, 44k. 


irJ r>i «*CDti 90 (io St.'f J Ki rf. 10^3 MVn p5Pj -J I'E 


Tel: 01543 482926 

www.&tartautosm^rt.co.uk 


Professional Quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

/Quick /Convenient /Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


select team. 

She said: “I’ve only 
been playing rugby 
for around 18 
months. I used to play 
netball but the club I 
was with in Neath 
stopped and I was 
looking for a different 
sport. 

“Someone men¬ 
tioned they were 
starting a new team 
for ladies at Maesteg 
Celtic. 

“I went along and 
liked it, and carried 
on playing.” 

Last September, 
Ffion had a successful 
trial with the 
Ospreys, going on to 
play in all three of 
their Women’s 
Regional 

Championship games. 

After that she got 
her unexpected call¬ 
up for Wales. 

Ffion, who is due to 
face Italy just days 
after her 23rd birth¬ 
day, said: “I never 
expected to get this 
far. I didn’t expect to 
get in the Ospreys 
team let alone be 
selected for Wales.” 


07 RANGE ROVER Sport 2.7 TDV6 HSE 5-Dr. 
Met Grey, Diesel, Auto, FSH, Sat Nav, Full Black 
Leather, Parking Sensors & much more, 96k 


10 SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi SE 5-Dr. 
Red, 1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, 

Air Con, CD Player, 56k. 
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BEING asked to 
represent your 
country is every 
sports player’s 
dream. 

Now that dream is 
about to come true 
for dental nurse Ffion 
Bowen, from Neath. 

She has been select¬ 


ed to play for Wales 
in the Women’s 6 
Nations - just 18 
months after taking 
up rugby. 

Ffion is set to make 
her international 
debut against Italy at 
the Aberavon Rugby 
Club ground on 
Sunday, February 2. 

To prepare for it 


she’s putting in hours 
of extra training, 
which she has to fit 
around her full-time 
job in ABMU’s dental 
training unit at Port 
Talbot Resource 
Centre. 

Ffion plays for 
Maesteg Celtic Ladies 
and has been in the 
regional Ospreys 


MINI CCCPER 1.6 3-Dr John Cooper Works. 
Met Blue, Full JCW Fitted, Air Con, Alloys, 1/2 
Black Leather, Privacy Glass, 110k. 


The GEM 01446 774484 


Ffion Bowen, of Maesteg Celtic Ladies. 


AUT 06 MARr H«iiS EXCELierr TEBRITORIES AVAILABLE IN A AROUND SBMIiaCA A NKWPORT. 
FOB MOBI MFOBMATION SCB OUB AOVBirr IN BKBUfTMBNT 


56 SEAT Ibiza 1.9 TDi FR 3-Dr. 
Met Black, (Diesel), Alloys, Climate 
Control, MFSW, 6 Speed, 82k. 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


3 Buyology 




08 08 MERCEDES CLK200 
Sport Edition Cabriolet Auto 


£11995 


06 55 ASTON MARTIN DB-9 Volante in dark blue with tan hide, nav.£44,995 

11 61 BMW 520D SE Auto. In space grey with ivory leather, 26,000 miles.£22,495 

06 06 MERCEDES SL500 auto. In Aegean blue met with black nappa hide, 38,000 miles only . .£18,895 
10 59 VWTouareg 3.0 TDI SE Auto in diamond black met with black hide, nav, pdf, 53,000 miles . . . .£18,895 
08 08 MERCEDES SL350 Auto, in designo mocha black with ivory design hide .£17,495 

12 12 VW Transporter T30 102TDi LWB in met grey, with 28,000 miles only . .£16,995 Plus VAT 

12 12 LEXUS CT 200H 1.8 SE-I CVT Hybrid, in deep black with black alcantara, 28,000 miles .£14,995 
08 08 MERCEDES CLK200 Sport Edition Cabriolet Auto, in obsidian black, command, pdf, 

60,000 miles .£11,995 

10 60 MINI Cooper 1.6 D Chilli, in silver met with black 1/2 leather, BT, 22,000 miles . . .£11,995 
09 09 MERCEDES CLC 230 Sport 3-Dr in obsidian black, with 2 tone interior, 22,000 miles . . .£11,495 

13 63 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-dr. in shiraz red, delivery mileage only.£10,495 

10 60 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI (160) in royal blue, 33,000 miles .£9,295 

12 62 FIAT 500 Lounge in tech house grey with 1,100 miles .£8,995 

1111 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCI Dynamique 7 Seater in diamond black met, 39,000 miles .£8,795 

09 09 AUDI A3 1.8T Sportback 5DT in glass blue, 57,100 miles .£8,650 

07 07 SUZUKI Grand Vitara DDIs 1.9 Diesel 5-dr in shadow black, 58,000 miles.£7,995 

09 59 FORD Mondeo 1.8TDCI Zetec 5dr 6spd in space grey with 48,000 miles.£7,995 

09 09 SEAT Altea 2.0 TDI Stylance 5-dr in nayara blue with only 28,450 miles.£7,895 

1111 RENAULT Twingo 1.9 Sport 133 DR In diamond black with graphite alloys, 14,602 miles only .£7,650 

09 59 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr in sea grey 20,514 miles .£7,295 

09 59 FORD Focus 1.6 Titanium 5-dr in sea grey 39,000 miles .£7,195 

09 58 KIA Spoilage 2.0 CRDi XE automatic, 58,000 miles .£7,095 

09 09 HONDA Civic 2.2 ICDTi Type-S GT 3-dr in blueish silver, 85,000 miles.£6,995 

1111 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi Ecoflex Energy 5-dr in shadow grey, 54,000 miles . . .£6,995 

10 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3-dr in morello red, 24,826 miles.£6,895 

10 60 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Generation 5-dr in diamond black, 35,000 miles.£5,995 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style Plus 3-dr in avalon blue, 38,200 miles .£5,795 

10 60 RENAULT Clio 1.2 i Music 3-dr in oyster met grey, 25,500 miles.£5,595 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTI Sport 3-dr in platinum silver, 35,300 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue 5-dr, in panther black, 21,000 miles .£5,495 

05 05 BMW 320D SE 4-dr in met silver blue, 102,000 miles.£5,495 

07 56 HONDA Civic 1.8i VTEC -SE 5-dr in candy red with black leather, 70,000 miles . . .£5,295 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCI Zetec 3-dr in panther black, 62,000 miles .£5,295 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 DCTI Design 3-dr in royal blue met, 76,000 miles .£5,095 

03 53 VW Beetle 2.0 Cabriolet in deep blue pearl, elec roof, 67,000 miles .£4,995 

08 08 FORD Fusion 1.6 Plus 5dr Auto in deep navy blue met, 18,000 miles .£4,995 

08 08 SEAT Ibiza 1.9tdi sportrider 3dr in met zenith grey with 64,000 miles .£4,795 

09 09 SMART Fortwo Passion Auto in deep black, 34,000 miles .£4,695 

04 04 HYUNDAI Tuscon 2.0 CRTD CDX 5-dr in shadow black with 73,000 miles .£4,595 

06 56 FORD Focus 2.0 Zetec Auto 5-dr in deep navy met, 35,227 miles .£4,295 

06 56 MERCEDES A170 Avantgarde se 3dr in iriduium silver, 80,000 miles.£3,995 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SX-I+ in star silver met, 53,000 miles .£2,995 

06 55 KIA Picanto 1.0 GS 5-dr in silver met with 18,000 miles.£2,595 

04 04 FORD Street KA Luxury in star silver with black leather, 43,000 miles .£2,495 

89 G BMW 320i Convertible 84,000 miles.£2,495 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-dr in silver blue met, 55,000 miles .£2,295 



04 04 FORD 
Street KA Luxury 





Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a great deal more! 

Visit our website www.nbsnn.co.uk 


Follow us on Facebook 
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• NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • 




61 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr 

In white, 28,000 mile, local car at 

£7,995 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 



58 SMART FourTwo Passion 

In black/silver with stop/start, 13,000 
miles, 1 owner 

£4,995 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
o/c, very nice example 

£4,495 



04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport 

In silver, 66,000 miles with Rocoro 
seats, white alloys etc 

£2,495 


RBC 


57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 58 VAUXHALL Astro 1.9 CDTi 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 5 . 0 ,^ 33^000 miles, diesel 5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£3,695 £6,495 £5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles.£4,695 

58 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 

metallic .£4,495 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 

miles, low insurance.£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

08 RENAULT Megane 1.5 DCi Techrun 3-Dr. In met 

sand, 55,000 miles.£4,295 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£3,995 

08 FIAT Grand Punto 1.2 Active 360. In red, 51,000 

miles, sporty. Hatch at .£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

57 MAZDA 6TS2 2.0 Diesel (143) In pacific blue, 68,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon .£3,995 

05 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red, 55,000 miles, 2 owners, 

nice example at.£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .Reduced to £3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr Ciimate. In black, 43,000 

miles .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax .£3,695 

03 LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic, In black, 62,000 miles, 2 

owners very nice example at .£3,695 

57 FIAT Punto 1.4 Sporting In red, 77,000 miles £3,495 
07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Styie Ciimate. In met purple, low 

mileage, local car at.£3,495 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive Estate. In met blue, 

76,000 miles and loads of space.£3,495 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red, with leather, 42,000 

miles, fantastic value at .£3,495 

05 RENAULT Kangoo 1.2. In blue, 26,000 miles, adapted 

for wheelchair access.£3,495 

07 CITROEN C2 1.4 Furio. In red, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,295 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-Dr. In met 

blue, 66,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 

miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-Dr. In met 

blue, 66,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,995 

04 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.7 Diesel Enjoy In silver, 62,000 

miles, fantastic mpg .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL-i-. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

51 VW Golf 16SE 5-Dr. In black, 47,000 miles, 2 owners, 

very nice example .£2,995 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 

56,000 miles .£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with 

Racaro seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 68,303 miles 

local car at.£1,795 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.416v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 
a/c, heated seats etc.Reduced to £1,695 


60 SUZUKi Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


55 JAGUAR XKR 4.25. In silver, with black leather racaro 
interior, 44,000 miles, FSH, superb example at. 

£15 995 

61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 
41,000 miles with leather trim.£13,995 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 

nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

11 MAZDA 3 1.6 Diesel TSD (115) 5-Dr. In white, 41,000 

miles, 1 owner.£8,495 

61 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr. In white, 23,000 miles, 

local car at.£7,995 

11 VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£7,995 

08 MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.0 Diesel Warrior. In silver, 

with black leather, ideal 4x4 7-seater.£7,995 

03 BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at .£6,995 

FIAT 500 Lounge. In met blue, 20,000 miles, sun roof, 

chrome pack.£6,995 

MERCEDES A150 Elegance SE Auto. In silver, 

21,000 miles, 1 local owner.£6,995 

FORDS-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 

82,000 miles, very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG .£6,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.Reduced to £5,995 

59 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 

62,000 miles, in met silver.£5,995 

09 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 

33,000 mile diesel .£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 
mile diesel, in very nice condition.£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 

miles, 1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Biue Efficiency. In 
black, 25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at . . . 

.£5,695 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 
2 owners, ideal family hatch.£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at .£5,495 

08 PEUGEOT 207 Convertable 1.6 Sport Automatic. In 

silver, 41,000 miles, fantastic value at .£5,495 

55 Mercedes Cl 60 Sport Edition Coupe Auto. In 
blue/black 65,000 miles, with glass roof etc . . .£5,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, 

etc, low running costs .£5,295 

10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

59 FORD Ka 1.2 Style+ In ice blue, 43,000 miles, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£4,995 

58 SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with 

stop/start, 13,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Diesei Zetec Ciimate 5-Dr. In met 

blue, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax .£4,995 

54 BMW 118 Diesel SE 5-Dr. In met blue, with leather 

trim, 89,000 miles .£4,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 64,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,695 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 
mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



11MAZDA31.6DieselTSD 
(115) 5-Dr 

In white, 41,000 miles, 1 owner 

£8,495 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


pplied 

fection of 


'with ne'w NioT and 3 months RAC 'warranty. 

our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our vN7ebsite for full details. 


Rac 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PMU EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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new Generation ilO 


If it had ears, they would be burning 

High praise indeed from the big nefiet m the motonnq press And theg’re fx>l the only ones being cofiqhnentarij 
about the Hew Genefabon ilQ. AAMilabte from 30th Jdnuarg 20U, it <«on'1 be long before gou can hM goor saii^ 


ORDER YOUR NEW GENERATION ilO BETWEEN 23RO JANUARY • 26TH JANUARY 
AND QUALIFY FOR THREE YEARS FREE SERVICING AT ARROW BRIDGEND 


d 




inFWTHinKino 

HvunoM ' nEW POssnuTCS. 


9 arrow hyundai 

f 


Tondu Road, Bridgend, Glamorgan CF31 4LH 

www.arrowmbtor8.com 01656 768952 


¥\ 


Fml ua on Faoibook 
tioetKMh oom^rmomotoragRMp 
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nFWTHinKino. 

HYUnORI new POSSIBILITIES. 





Motability Off^s 



New Generation i10 is now available from 


NIL 


ADVANCE 

PAYMENT 


Aarrowhyundai oi65T7&§"^52 

www.arrowmotors.com 
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INTERNATIONAL REFEREE COMES TO PENCOED! 



Pencoed under-12s were in action on the weekend against Cwmbran under-12s with a special match official - international referee Nigel Owens - see more pictures and a report on pages 26 and 34. 


KENFIG BEAT THE WEATHER... 

BUT THEY CANT 
DEFEAT CRYMYCH 



Aaron Grabham scores. 
PICTURES BY PETER GILLING 



Evan’s amazing 
five-time success 


Pontycymmer RFC impress 
with their new training kit 



Pontycymmer REC in their new training kit. 


A RUGBY club in 
Bridgend has new training 
kit thanks to a donation 
from local employer, 
Admiral. 

Pontycymmer RFC received 
the essential funding after its 
openside flanker, Kyle Galtry, 
who works in Admiral’s claims 
department, applied to the com¬ 
pany’s community chest scheme. 
The scheme provides funding for 


charities, sport teams and organi¬ 
sations in which staff members 
or their families are involved. 

Pontycymmer RFC is in its 
126th year and brings together a 
large section of the local commu¬ 
nity in the Bridgend area with 
around 40 active players. 

Kyle Galtry has played at the 
club since youth level and plays 
regularly for the first team. 

Said Kyle: “In pre-season 
training we had discussed getting 


a new training kit and when talk 
about potential sponsors came 
up, I remembered Admiral’s 
community chest scheme. 

“We’re so grateful for the 
funding and we’ve even had 
spectators ask us how we man¬ 
aged to get sponsored by 
Admiral, obviously impressed 
due to the company also sponsor¬ 
ing the Welsh national team!” 

NG 


Pencoed Seconds battle 
their way through the rain 


THIS game between 
Kenfig Hill and 
Crymych was the 
only one played in 
Division 1 West, so 
all credit must go to 
the Kenfig Hill 
ground staff for 
their sterling work 
prior to the game. 

It rained heavily and 
continuously during the 
game but both sides 
played with some skill 
throughout. Kenfig Hill 
opened the scoring with a 
well struck penalty by 
outside half Nicky Giles; 
after this the game was 
played at pace with both 
sides’ defences perform¬ 
ing well. 

Scrum half Rhys 
Davies scored a penalty 
for Crymych, then they 
scored a disputed try 
from a forward melee 
with their scrum half 
Rhys Davies touching 
the ball down, to make 
the halftime score Kenfig 
Hill 3, Crymych 8. 

Kenfig Hill had the 
upper hand in the second 
half and put some good 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, January 
15 - first Tony Haworth 
and Robert 

Charlesworth, second 
Ray Smith and John 
Evans, third Peter 
Bugden and Geoff 
Barnes. 

Friday, January 17 - 
first Dave and Debbie 
Lea, second Mari Jones 
and Irene Wickham, th ir d 
Irene Thomas and 
Graham Jones. 

The best placed 
improvers for Thursday, 
January 16 were Linda 
Jenkins Teresa Griffiths 
and Stuart Davies. 


moves together but the 
visitors defence held 
firm. Left winger Mike 
Kennedy was unlucky 
not to score when he 
made a dazzling run from 
the halfway line only to 
be tackled inches short of 
the line. 

Kenfig Hill broke the 
deadlock when they were 
awarded a scrum on the 
Crymych 25; scrum half 
Tom Briggs passed to 
right winger Aaron 
Grabham who sped over 
the line. Nicky Giles 
came close with a long 
range penalty, and 
although the Mules went 
all out for a win they 
could not add to the 
score. Linal score Kenfig 
Hill 8, Crymych 8. 

Lor Kenfig Hill, full 
back Shaun Burnell gave 
a man of the match per¬ 
formance with Jason 
Davies outstanding in the 
back row, and wingers 
Mike Kennedy and 
Aaron Grabham also 
stood out. 


In addition to the regu¬ 
lar club nights on 
Wednesdays and Lridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm, to which all bridge 
players are welcome, on 
Thursdays from 2pm 
until 5pm, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are 
gentle bridge sessions 
primarily for the less 
experienced and where 
assistance is available. 

Lessons for improvers 
also take place on a 
Thursday afternoon - to 
register an interest please 
contact Steve Burgoyne 
(01656 661968) or John 
Evans (01656 880372), 
either of whom will wel¬ 
come your call. 

DN 


NO wonder 
Llancarfan's Evan 
Williams is known 
as the Welsh 
Wizard. 

Last Saturday he had 
an amazing five-timer 
when two of his runners 
won at Haydock Park at 
huge starting prices and 
three of them scored at 
Taunton. 

His conditional jock¬ 
ey, Conor Ring, who 
celebrated his 21st birth¬ 
day this week, brought 
off a 390-1 double when 
winning on 22-1 chance 
Extreme Inpact and 16-1 
shot Wychwoods Brook. 

At Taunton stable 
jockey Paul Moloney 
bagged a hat-trick with 
Lienosus, who went off 
at 9-1, Buywise, a 5-4 
favourite, and Tornado 
In Milan a 3-1 chance. 


Extreme Inpact, run¬ 
ning for the first time in 
619 days, got home by 
a neck from the well 
fancied Ugly Bug and 
Lienosus, who carried 
top weight of 11 St- 121b 
in the heavy ground, 
won by three-and-three- 
quarter lengths from 
American Life. 

Lollowers of Evan's 
Saturday Daily Mirror 
racing column also had 
plenty to smile about, as 
he told his readers that 
his best chances of a 
winner were with 
Wychwoods Brook and 
Buywise. He also wrote 
that Extreme Impact 
"will love the ground." 

BRIAN LEE 


THE incessant rain 
which swept 

through the Afan 
Valley during the 
course of this frie¬ 
ndly match 

between 
Glyncorrwg sec¬ 
onds and Pencoed 
seconds failed to 
dampen the spirits 
of both sets of play¬ 
ers, who endeav¬ 
oured to play 
expansively despite 
the atrocious condi¬ 
tions. 

Pencoed enjoyed the 
best of the territory in 
the opening quarter, 
going close on several 
occasions before break¬ 
ing the deadlock with 
their opening try. 

Initially Rhys Clarke, 
showing good hands 
under pressure, got the 
ball away to half back 
partner Tom Davies who 
caught the home defence 


flat with a well weighted 
grubber kick, before a 
superb pick up in the 
gluepot conditions by 
Davies further exposed 
the Glyncorrwg defence, 
his inside pass finding 
supporting back row for¬ 
ward Nick Clift and 
good hands in midfield 
saw centre Rhys 
Watkins cross half way 
out, full back Marc 
Davies adding the 
extras. 

Approaching the 
interval the home side 
enjoyed their best period 
of the half camped in the 
Pencoed 22, but were 
unable to break down a 
commited Pencoed 
defence. A solid 
Pencoed scrum metres 
from their own line 
allowed half backs 
Clarke and Davies to 
combine and clear their 
lines and Pencoed led 0- 
7 at the interval. 

Pencoed introduced 
the experienced James 
Murphy amongst their 


replacements up front 
and the former 1st XV 
captain showed he had 
lost none of his ability to 
co-ordinate matters, par¬ 
ticularly at the line-out. 

Midway through the 
half Pencoed youth 
scrum half Clarke 
increased the Pencoed 
lead with a fine solo 
effort, receiving the ball 
in the centre position 
and avoiding the clutch¬ 
es of the home midfield, 
his outside break from 
40 metres took him over 
wide out, Davies con¬ 
verting for a 0-14 lead. 

With the pitch now a 
quagmire both sides 
welcomed the fresh legs 
of their respective 
benches and it was 
Pencoed replacement 
Tom Swansbury who 
made an immediate 
impact to put the match 
beyond the home side. 

A Glyncorrwg line 
out throw fell to 
Swansbury, who set off 
on a 40 metre run show¬ 


ing good balance on the 
now extremely difficult 
underfoot conditions to 
beat several defenders 
for a fine try. 

Davies added the con¬ 
version and Pencoed 
were home, but far from 
dry, the final score 21-0. 

All that remained for 
the teams who had 
slogged their way 
through the conditions 
was the awaiting cold 
showers - several shrieks 
could be heard emanat¬ 
ing from the unwelcom¬ 
ing chamber! 

Young scrum half 
Rhys Clarke, showing a 
good array of skills in 
the testing elements, was 
deservedly chosen as the 
Pencoed man of the 
match. 

On Saturday the 
Pencoed second XV 
resume their Mid 
Glamorgan League 
Division 1 programme at 
Maesteg Harlequins. 

TR 


GOS 

Bridgend 
Bridge Club 





































